
 

 

Dear Life Group Leaders, 
This week we meet Jesus as he enters the Temple courts, an area called the Court of the Gentiles. He is angry when he sees what 
the Jewish leaders have allowed to happen there. And what does he do? He rips out all the stuff that was never meant to be there 
and in that way he restores the Temple court to its original purpose; a house of prayer for all nations, a place for people to meet 
with God! I hope you enjoy this study as we focus on what this might mean for us today!  
God bless,  
Elisabeth                           (This week’s Life Group Guide is brought to you by Elisabeth Radtke who is a Deacon at our Croydon Plant) 
 

LIFE GROUP GUIDE 
John 2:12-25 

 

This Week’s BIG IDEA: What are the Temple courts of our lives? Are there things there that must be cleared 
away for people to be able to see Jesus? 
 

Please read John 2:12-25 
 

1. v13-14, why was the Temple court full of people selling animals and exchanging money? 
[Leaders note: People were buying animals for the Passover sacrifice and exchanging currencies into 
money that was accepted in the Temple to buy the animals and to pay their yearly Temple Tax.]  
 

2. v15-16, what made Jesus so angry about what he saw?  
[Leaders note: there is more than one answer to this, however in Mark 11:17 we hear Jesus saying 
that the Temple is supposed to be a house of prayer for all nations. Try to imagine how it would be to 
seek God and pray in the middle of a noisy marketplace!] 

 
3. What might be some modern-day examples of blocking access to God in church life?  

[Leaders note: we have to be careful here that this doesn't become an opening to criticise other 
churches, but focus on things like how can we make sure true worship isn't lost in activities, etc.] 

 
4. v17-18, why do you think the Jewish leaders didn't notice what the disciples noticed, that the 

cleansing itself was a sign of Jesus being the Messiah? What are reasons why we sometimes overlook 
God's signs to us in our daily life?  

[Leaders note: the disciples had just seen Jesus turning water into wine and were on the lookout for 
more signs.]  

 
5. v19-22, what is Jesus saying here that the Jewish leaders didn't understand?  

[Leaders note: see John 4:21-24. The Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD, however there is 
no need for this Temple any longer as our access to God is through Jesus' own body!] 

 
6. The trade that Jesus reacted to took place in the only area of the Temple where the Gentiles (non-

Jews) and those considered unclean could come to worship. Why do you think the Jewish leaders 
allowed this practice to happen here? 

[Leaders note: The Temple Court was the area surrounding the main Temple building. Could it be that 
they hardly considered this as a 'real' part of the Temple? This was where the non-Jews and the 
unclean could come, they themselves would go deeper into the Temple, where the Gentiles weren't 
allowed, before they would pray.]  
 

7. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 tells us that we are temples of the Holy Spirit. Considering the story we've just 
read in John 2, what might be the Temple courts in your life, the areas where you interact with 
unbelievers? Is it easy for them to see God in you or is there stuff in those areas of your life that Jesus 
has to clear away for them to be able to see Him?  

 
8. The Jewish leaders failed to see the whole of the Temple as holy. Are we in the danger of doing the 

same? (Pay special attention to the areas of your life that are more obviously 'Christian', like our life 
in church, among our Christian community.) Or do we see the whole of us like the Temple, a house 
where people should be able to find God, just as Jesus did when he entered the Temple courts? 

 
9. End in a time of prayer. Imagine the Temple courts of your life and invite Jesus in to do a deep clean, 

to restore the Temple court to its original purpose, a place where the people that don't know God will 
be able to meet with Him. 


