
Dear Life Group Leaders, 
In our Galatians series, week five it is. And Paul is moving on from his autobiographical section. Verses 1-5 contain a crucial point that 
Paul will be unpacking through chapters 3-4. In this way, this study will set up the next few in this series. Paul is teaching us that we 
don’t begin by faith and then proceed and grow through our works. We are not only saved by the gospel, but we also now grow by 
the gospel. We never leave the gospel behind.  
Today’s passage is another wonderful opportunity for us to see and savour Christ. God’s purpose and work is wonderful. 
God bless, take care and stay strong,  
Andy 

LIFE GROUP GUIDE 
Galatians 3:1-14 

 
This Week’s BIG IDEA: I reckon v14 sums it up rather nicely.   
Please read Galatians 3:1-14.  
  

1. Paul has just finished a long autobiographical section about his ministry. Here Paul is advancing his 
argument and getting to the heart of what he wanted to say to the Galatians. Reread v1-5. Can anyone 
spot any repeated words or phrases? Are there any other distinctive features in these verses?  

 
2. Did you notice that Paul asks 6 questions across these 5 verses? What contrast do these questions 

emphasise?   
[Leaders note: As well as emphasising Paul’s strength of feeling, these questions contrasts relying on our 
works with relying on our faith in Jesus. Don’t move on too quickly from this big point.] 
 

3. Are you in danger of forgetting that the gospel is the source of your ongoing acceptance?  
 

4. v6-9, how many times does Paul quote Genesis in these verses? What is the context for these quotations?   
[Leaders note: this is an opportunity to turn back to Genesis and briefly look at Abraham’s story. Remind 
your Life Group of his greatest hits and the significance of the covenants God made with him.]   
 

5. What is significant about Paul drawing on Abraham’s example? How does Paul use the example of 
Abraham’s journey with God? What point is he illustrating?  

[Leaders note: remember Paul is countering false teachers who say they truly understand the law. But 
here, Paul is showing us that from the very start, faith is at the centre of our interactions with God and 
our righteousness before him. Also, that Gentiles coming to faith in God was always part of the plan.] 

 
6. What qualifies someone as a child of Abraham? How does Abraham’s journey help us understand the 

nature of what faith is? 
[Leaders note: Having the same faith as Abraham puts in you his line, not having the right physical 
descent. ‘Faith’ isn’t ‘blind faith’. Faith is trust. And, for the Christian, that trust is built as we grow in our 
walk with who God. Our faith is based on an ongoing and active relationship with God.] 

 
7. Please read v10-14. How many direct quotes from the Old Testament does Paul use in these five verses?  

 
8. Work through each of these four quotations in turn. Notice how Paul uses each quote to back up series of 

statements. What is Paul telling us that the Law teaches? What do they tell us about what Jesus has done 
for us? 

[Leaders note: Am I the only one who feels like these four verses feel like bullet point statements from 
Paul? It’s like a quickfire round. Point, quote, point, quote, point, quote…] 

 
9. Which truth in Galatians 3:13-14 excites you most today?  

[Leaders note: Don’t finish the study without savouring v14. There is so much in this short verse!] 
 

10. What do you rely upon to grow in maturity as a Christian? Perhaps, think of a sin that you regularly 
commit. What are you worshipping more than Jesus that causes you to decide to disobey him? How will 
you replace that false saviour with your true saviour next time you’re tempted? 


