Countenance - His Image & Likeness pt.2

Countenance -refers to a person’s face or facial expression, serving as a
direct reflection of their inner emotions, character, or spiritual state.

(Romand 8:29-30 nkjv)

2 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many

brethren. ** Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom
He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He

also glorified.

(nlt)

2 For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like
his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn"Jamong many brothers and
sisters. ** And having chosen them, he called them to come to him. And
having called them, he gave them right standing with himself. And having

given them right standing, he gave them his glory.

e Conformed - To be or become the same or similar. To be or actin
accord with a set of standards, expectations, or specifications. To bring
into harmony or agreement; adapt.

e Predestined - decided, planned, or set beforehand by fate or by God.

e |IfJesusisthe first born among many brothers and sister, then that
means that God chose you to conform into the image of his son by

being born again of the Spirit


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%208&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28107n

(John 3:1-8 nkjv)

There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know
that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that

You do unless God is with him.”

3Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless

one is born Flagain, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

“Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he

enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”

®Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. ¢ That which is
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do
not marvel that | said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 2The wind blows
where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it

comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

e To be born again, makes you right with God. You become a new
creation; old things have passed away and behold all things become

new
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(2 Corinthians 5:16-21 nkjv)

®*Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even
though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we

know Him thus no longer. " Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have

become new. ®* Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to
Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to
Himself, not “limputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to

us the word of reconciliation.

2Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading
through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to
God. 2’ For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might

become the righteousness of God in Him.

e To become the righteousness of God you must conform into the image
of his son, putting on the new nature created to be like God truly Holy

and Righteous
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(Ephesians 4:21-32 nlt)

21Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that
comes from him, 22throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of
life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. 2’ Instead, let the Spirit
renew your thoughts and attitudes. 2 Put on your new nature, created to

be like God—truly righteous and holy.

%S0 stop telling lies. Let us tell our neighbors the truth, for we are all
parts of the same body.  And “don’t sin by letting anger control
you.”l“ Don’t let the sun go down while you are still angry, %’ for anger

gives a foothold to the devil.

2 |f you are a thief, quit stealing. Instead, use your hands for good hard
work, and then give generously to others in need. ? Don’t use foul or
abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your

words will be an encouragement to those who hear them.

30 And do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by the way you live.
Remember, he has identified you as his own,*! guaranteeing that you will

be saved on the day of redemption.

31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well
as all types of evil behavior.®?Instead, be kind to each other,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has

forgiven you.
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e Whenyou put on the new nature created to be like God your character
changes because Jesus radiates Gods own glory and expresses the very

character of God
(Hebrews 1:1-4 nlt)

Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors
through the prophets. 2And now in these final days, he has spoken to us
through his Son. God promised everything to the Son as an inheritance,
and through the Son he created the universe. *The Son radiates God’s
own glory and expresses the very character of God, and he sustains
everything by the mighty power of his command. When he had cleansed
us from our sins, he sat down in the place of honor at the right hand of the
majestic God in heaven. *This shows that the Son is far greater than the

angels, just as the name God gave him is greater than their names.

e Your character will change when you begin to be renew your mind and

put death your sinful nature, the earthly things lurking with in you



(Colossians 3:1-17 nkjv)

3 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where
Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. >Set your mind on things above, not on
things on the earth. ®*For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in

God. *When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him

in glory.

*Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication,
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is
idolatry. ® Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of

disobedience, ’in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.

8But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. °Do not lie to one another, since
you have put off the old man with his deeds, '°and have put on the

new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him

who created him, '"where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
Character of the New Man

2Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; *bearing with one another, and
forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ
forgave you, so you also must do. '*But above all these things put on love,
which is the bond of perfection. > And let the peace of God rule in your

hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. '°Let the
word of Christ dwellin you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord. '” And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.



e We who have been called and predestined to conform into the image of

his son. That transformation comes by the renewing of the mind
(Romans 12:1-2 nkjv)

12 | beseech!® you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which
is your lreasonable service. 2And do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove

what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

e Because of the fall in genesis, our flesh will never get saved, we must put to
death our sinful nature

e That’s why Paul pleads to us to present our bodies as a living sacrifice holy
and acceptable to God

e Adam, the first man was made from the dust of the ground and Christ the
second man came from heaven

e Adam became a living being and Christ is a life-giving Spirit

e Soto betruly in the image and likeness of God our mortal bodies must be
transformed into immortal bodies but that completion won’t happen until the

resurrection of the dead when the last trumpet sounds
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(1 Corinthians 15:45-58 nlt)

“°The Scriptures tell us, “The first man, Adam, became a living
person.”l"l But the last Adam—that is, Christ—is a life-giving

Spirit. “* What comes first is the natural body, then the spiritual body
comes later. ” Adam, the first man, was made from the dust of the earth,
while Christ, the second man, came from heaven. “® Earthly people are
like the earthly man, and heavenly people are like the heavenly

man. *° Just as we are now like the earthly man, we will someday be

likel? the heavenly man.

°What | am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that our physical bodies
cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. These dying bodies cannot inherit
what will last forever.

*1But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not all die, but we
will all be transformed! *2It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an
eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those
who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also
be transformed. >**For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies
that will never die; our mortal bodies must be transformed into immortal
bodies.

*Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that
will never die,! this Scripture will be fulfilled:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.[!
%*0 death, where is your victory?
O death, where is your sting?[1”

*¢For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its
power. >’ But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through
our Lord Jesus Christ.

%8So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always
work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for
the Lord is ever useless.
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