


Thus Joseph, who was also called by the 
apostles Barnabas (which means son of 
encouragement), a Levite, a native of 
Cyprus, sold a field that belonged to him 
and brought the money and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet. 

Acts 4:36–5:11



But a man named Ananias, with his wife 
Sapphira, sold a piece of property, and with 
his wife’s knowledge he kept back for 
himself some of the proceeds and brought 
only a part of it and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet.

Acts 4:36–5:11



But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and 
to keep back for yourself part of the 
proceeds of the land? While it remained 
unsold, did it not remain your own? And 
after it was sold, was it not at your 
disposal? 

Acts 4:36–5:11



Why is it that you have contrived this deed 
in your heart? You have not lied to man but 
to God.” When Ananias heard these words, 
he fell down and breathed his last. And 
great fear came upon all who heard of it. 
The young men rose and wrapped him up 
and carried him out and buried him. 

Acts 4:36–5:11



After an interval of about three hours his 
wife came in, not knowing what had 
happened. And Peter said to her, “Tell me 
whether you sold the land for so much.” 
And she said, “Yes, for so much.”

Acts 4:36–5:11



But Peter said to her, “How is it that you 
have agreed together to test the Spirit of 
the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who 
have buried your husband are at the door, 
and they will carry you out.” Immediately 
she fell down at his feet and breathed her 
last.

Acts 4:36–5:11



But Peter said to her, “How is it that you 
have agreed together to test the Spirit of 
the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who 
have buried your husband are at the door, 
and they will carry you out.” Immediately 
she fell down at his feet and breathed her 
last.

Acts 4:36–5:11



When the young men came in they found 
her dead, and they carried her out and 
buried her beside her husband. And great 
fear came upon the whole church and upon 
all who heard of these things.

Acts 4:36–5:11



Beware of practicing your righteousness 
before other people in order to be seen 
by them, for then you will have no 
reward from your Father who is in 
heaven.

Matthew 6:1



...and with his wife’s knowledge he kept 
back for himself some of the proceeds 
and brought only a part of it and laid it at 
the apostles’ feet.

Acts 5:2



But the people of Israel broke faith in 
regard to the devoted things, for Achan 
the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of 
Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of 
the devoted things. And the anger of the 
Lord burned against the people of Israel.

Joshua 7:1



... You have not lied to man but to God.

Acts 5:4



Principle 1
 Even a healthy church will be 

imperfect



Principle 2
 Healthy churches can expect 
spiritual warfare from without 

and from within



But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit 
and to keep back for yourself part of the 
proceeds of the land?”

Acts 5:3



"By contrast, 'demonization' denotes the 
occurrence in the lives of Christians 
when Satan gets them so obsessed with 
an idea or course of action that they get 
carried away and are blinded to the 
consequences. That seems to be what is 
happening here." 

- Fernando, Acts, NIVAC, p.199



Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 
adversary the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

1 Peter 5:8



Principle 3
 God takes sin seriously



For if you live according to the flesh 
you will die, but if by the Spirit you put 
to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live.

Romans 8:13



“Be killing sin, or it will be killing you.” 

- John Owen



“Sin is always a community concern. My 
sin impedes the growth of the community 
as a whole. It stops us from growing 
together as the body of Christ. It has an 
impact on all of us. Even our private, 
secret sins affect the community.” 

- Tim Chester



We should respond to God 
with reverent fear and 

abundant gratitude


