


Theme of Letter

To be devoted to the message & mission
of the gospelin the face of false teaching
& suffering.
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2 Timothy 2:14-19

Week 7: Stay on Target



2 Timothy 2:14-19

[14] Remind them of these things, and charge
them before God not to quarrel about words,
which does no good, but only ruins the hearers.
[15] Do your best to present yourself to God as
one approved, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. [16]
But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people
Into more and more ungodliness,



2 Timothy 2:14-19

[17] and their talk will spread like gangrene.
Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, [18]
who have swerved from the truth, saying that the
resurrection has already happened. They are
upsetting the faith of some. [19] But God’s firm
foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord
knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone
who names the name of the Lord depart from
Iniquity.”



The Big ldea

Don’t be distracted by side issues
but stay on target by holding fast to
God’s Word.
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Threat: False Teaching

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the
flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to care for the church of God, which
he obtained with his own blood. | know that after
my departure fierce wolves will come in among
you, not sparing the flock; and from among your
owh selves will arise men speaking twisted

things, to draw away the disciples after them.
(Acts 20:28-30 ESV)



Threat: False Teaching

As | urged you when | was going to Macedonia,
remain at Ephesus so that you may charge
certain persons not to teach any different
doctrine, nor to devote themselves to myths and
endless genealogies, which promote
speculations rather than the stewardship from
God that is by faith.

(1 Timothy 1:3-4 ESV)



Threat: False Teaching

If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not
agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ
and the teaching that accords with godliness, he is
puffed up with conceit and understands nothing.
He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for
quarrels about words, which produce envy,
dissension, slander, evil suspicions, and constant
friction among people who are depraved in mind and
deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a
means of gain. (1 Timothy 6:3-5 ESV)



How should Timothy deal with
the present threat of false
teaching?



2 Timothy 2:14-19

[14] Remind them of these things, and charge
them before God not to quarrel about words,
which does no good, but only ruins the hearers.
[15] Do your best to present yourself to God as
one approved, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. [16]
But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people
Into more and more ungodliness,



Avoid Quarrels

1. Remind them of “these things:” Don’t tire
of teaching the foundational truths of the

gospel (2:8-13)
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[14] Remind them of these things, and charge
them before God not to quarrel about words,
which does no good, but only ruins the hearers.
[15] Do your best to present yourself to God as
one approved, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. [16]
But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people
Into more and more ungodliness,



Avoid Quarrels

Remind them of “these things:” Don’t tire
of teaching the foundational truths of the
gospel (2:8-13)

Charge them before God: \Warn people that
their words either promote truth or
undermine truth & this is serious in God’s
eyes.




2 Timothy 2:14-19

[14] Remind them of these things, and charge
them before God not to quarrel about words,
which does no good, but only ruins the hearers.
[15] Do your best to present yourself to God as
one approved, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. [16]
But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people
Into more and more ungodliness,



Fruit of False Teaching

1. Does nho good ~ it’s useless; has not
redemptive, eternalvalue
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Fruit of False Teaching

Does no good ~ it’s useless; has not
redemptive, eternalvalue

Only ruins hearers ~ can cause emotional,
mental, or spiritual wreckage (“ruin” in
Greek: katastrophe)




2 Timothy 2:14-19

[14] Remind them of these things, and charge
them before God not to quarrel about words,
which does no good, but only ruins the hearers.
[15] Do your best to present yourself to God as
one approved, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. [16]
But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead
people into more and more ungodliness,



Fruit of False Teaching

Does no good ~ it’s useless; has not
redemptive, eternalvalue

Only ruins hearers ~ can cause emotional,

mental, or spiritual wreckage (“ruin” in
Greek: katastrophe)

Promotes ungodliness ~ godless chatter
leads to godless living



2 Timothy 2:14-19

[17] and their talk will spread like gangrene.
Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, [18]
who have swerved from the truth, saying that the
resurrection has already happened. They are
upsetting the faith of some. [19] But God’s firm
foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord
knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone
who names the name of the Lord depart from
Iniquity.”



Fruit of False Teaching

4. Spreads like gangrene ~ false teaching is
like a contagious disease




2 Timothy 2:14-19

[17] and their talk will spread like gangrene.
Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, [18]
who have swerved from the truth, saying that the
resurrection has already happened. They are
upsetting the faith of some. [19] But God’s firm
foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord
knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone
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Iniquity.”



Fruit of False Teaching

Spreads like gangrene ~ false teaching is
like a contagious disease

Disrupt people’s faith ~ words of truth
promote faith (Rom. 10:17), but falsehood
“flips the table” on people’s faith (“upset”
same word to describe Jesus flipping tables
In the temple in John 2).




2 Timothy 2:14-19

[17] and their talk will spread like gangrene.
Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, [18]
who have swerved from the truth, saying that
the resurrection has already happened. They
are upsetting the faith of some. [19] But God’s
firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The
Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Let
everyone who names the name of the Lord
depart from iniquity.”



1 Corinthians 15:12-14

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the
dead, how can some of you say that there is no
resurrection of the dead? But if there is no
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ
has been raised. And if Christ has not been
raised, then our preaching is in vain and your
faith is in vain.



What core biblical doctrines are
under attack today & why?



2 Timothy 2:14-18
4 \

B0

o N

Avoid Quarrelsome Hold Fast to God’s
Word Battles Word




What does it mean to hold fast
to God’s'Word?



2 Timothy 2:14-19

[14] Remind them of these things, and charge
them before God not to quarrel about words,
which does no good, but only ruins the hearers.
[15] Do your best to present yourself to God as
one approved, a workerwho has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. [16]
But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people
Into more and more ungodliness,



Holding Fast

1. Study the truth diligently ~ spoudazo ~ “to
make haste, be earnest, be zealous, make
every effort”




2 Timothy 2:14-19

[14] Remind them of these things, and charge
them before God not to quarrel about words,

which does no good, but only ruins the hearers.
[15] Do your best to present yourself to God as
one approved, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.

[16] But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead

people into more and more ungodliness,



Holding Fast

Study the truth diligently ~ spoudazo ~ “to

make haste, be earnest, be zealous, make
every effort”

Handle the truth accurately ~ orthotomeo

~ “to cut a straight path” (contrast: those
who “swerve from the truth”).




“As a result of what he does, that is, how he
teaches, others are bound to be affected, for
better or for worse. If he cuts the road straight,
people will be able to follow and so keep in the
way. If, on the other hand, he misses the mark,
the attention of the spectators will be distracted
from the target and their eyes will follow the
arrow however widely astray it has gone.”

(Stott, BSI: 2 Iimothy, pg. 68-69)




2 Timothy 2:14-19

[14] Remind them of these things, and charge
them before God not to quarrel about words,
which does no good, but only ruins the hearers.
[15] Do your best to present yourself to God as
one approved, a workerwho has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. [16]
But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people
Into more and more ungodliness,



Holding Fast

Study the truth diligently ~ spoudazo ~ “to make
haste, be earnest, be zealous, make every effort”

Handle the truth accurately ~ orthotomeo ~ “to
cut a straight path” (contrast: those who “swerve
from the truth”).

Teach truth like God is watching ~ Timothy’s
“work” is to be a communicator of God’s word to

God’s people for God’s glory. So God’s opinion
matters most.




What about people who refuse
to listen, or get sucked into
false teaching?



2 Timothy 2:14-19

[17] and their talk will spread like gangrene.
Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, [18]
who have swerved from the truth, saying that the
resurrection has already happened. They are
upsetting the faith of some. [19] But God’s firm
foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The
Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Let
everyone who names the name of the Lord
depart from iniquity.”



Koran’s
Rebellion

When Moses heard it,
ne fell on his face, and
he said to Korah and all
nis company, “In the
morning the LORD will
show who is his, and
who is holy, and will
bring him near to him.
The one whom he
chooses he will bring
near to him.

(Numbers 16:4-5 ESV)
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Everything else is in the firm and faithful St B
hands of our loving God."
JOEL MUDDAMALLE



The Big ldea

Don’t be distracted by side issues
but stay on target by holding fast to
God’s Word.



Key Takeaways

» Recognize the spiritual dangers of lies and
distortions to the truth

» Refuse to get sucked into pointless debates
» Read the Bible like yourlife depends upon it

» Rest in God’s sovereignty over the people and
things you cannot control
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