


JESUS’S BIRTH IS THE 
SOURCE OF TRUE JOY



A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the 
way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be 
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be 
made low; the uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a plain. And the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.”

Isaiah 40:3–5





And there appeared to him an angel of the 
Lord standing on the right side of the altar of 
incense. And Zechariah was troubled when 
he saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the 
angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, 
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you shall call his name John. 

Luke 1:11–17



And you will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be 
great before the Lord. And he must not drink 
wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with 
the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 

Luke 1:11–17



And he will turn many of the children of Israel 
to the Lord their God, and he will go before 
him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn 
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to 
make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”

Luke 1:11–17



IT’S A JOY TO PREPARE 
OTHERS TO 

EXPERIENCE GOD



And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I 
know this? For I am an old man, and my wife 
is advanced in years.” And the angel 
answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the 
presence of God, and I was sent to speak to 
you and to bring you this good news. 

Luke 1:18–20



And behold, you will be silent and unable to 
speak until the day that these things take 
place, because you did not believe my words, 
which will be fulfilled in their time.”

Luke 1:18–20



Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, 
and she bore a son. And her neighbors and 
relatives heard that the Lord had shown great 
mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. And 
on the eighth day they came to circumcise 
the child. And they would have called him 
Zechariah after his father, but his mother 
answered, “No; he shall be called John.”

Luke 1:57–66



And they said to her, “None of your relatives 
is called by this name.” And they made signs 
to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to 
be called. And he asked for a writing tablet 
and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all 
wondered. And immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue loosed, and he 
spoke, blessing God. 

Luke 1:57–66



And fear came on all their neighbors. And all 
these things were talked about through all the 
hill country of Judea, and all who heard them 
laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What 
then will this child be?” For the hand of the 
Lord was with him.

Luke 1:57–66



OUR JOY COMES FROM 
THE GRACE OF GOD


