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I. When We Will Not Wait on God, We Create
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“they gathered around Aaron and said, Come, make
us gods who will go before us.” (v.1)

“As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of
Egypt, we don't know what has happened to him."



"These are your gods, Israel, who brought you
up out of Egypt.” (v.4)




As the Heidelberg
Catechism says,

"Idolatry is having or
inventing something in
which to put our trust
instead of, or in addition
to, the only true God."



First Principle: When we refuse to trust God's
timing, we create substitutes that can never satisfy.
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II. When We Deserve Judgment, God Provides
a Mediator Exodus 32:7-14, 30-32

"Your people, whom you brought out of Egypt, have
corrupted themselves." (v.7)

"Leave me alone so that my anger may burn against
them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make
you into a great nation."” (v.10)
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Second, he appeals to God's reputation: "Why should the Egyptians
say? It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the
mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth™?” (v.12)

Third, Moses takes God all the way back to Genesis — to the covenant
promises he made to the Patriarchs.

“"Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you
swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as
the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I
promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.” (v.13)



"Then the Lord relented and did not bring on
his people the disaster he had threatened.”

~Exodus 32:14
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[Moses said] "But now, please forgive
their sin—but if not, then blot me out of
the book you have written."
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“The Lord taught me
to pray through until
the note of victory was

sounded.”

They focused their prayers
on four specific things: that
Hitler would not:

e invade Britain,

e would not successfully
attack Egypt and take
Alexandria,

e would not capture Moscow,
and

e would not win at
Stalingrad.



First Principle: When we refuse to trust God's
timing, we create substitutes that can never satisfy.

Second Principle: God’s wrath is real, but he seeks
intercessors. Don’t underestimate the power of one
person’s prayer.



I11. Sin Breaks Fellowship, But Grace Restores
What Sin Destroys Exodus 32:15-29, 33-35



I11. Sin Breaks Fellowship, But Grace Restores
What Sin Destroys Exodus 32:15-29, 33-35

"It is not the sound of victory," he says, "nor the
sound of defeat. It is the sound of singing.” (v.18)






“I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!”

~Exodus 32:24



“So he stood at the entrance to the camp and
said, "Whoever is for the Lord, come to me.” And
all the Levites rallied to him.” (v.26)



ting corpses.

ible.”

vis

de

as attractive and harmless.

> like 3,000 rot




The next day Moses said to the people, “You have committed a
great sin. But now I will go up to the Lord; perhaps I can make

atonement for your sin.” (v.30)
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MOSES INTERCEDED FOR THE PEOPLE

Lo

Moses returns to God the next day
and says: "These people have
sinned greatly... yet now, please
forgive their sin." (vv.31-32)

God says: "When the time comes
for me to punish, I will punish
them for their sin." (v.34)




First Principle: When we refuse to trust God's
timing, we create substitutes that can never satisfy.

Second Principle: God’s wrath is real, but he seeks
intercessors. Don’t underestimate the power of one
person’s prayer.

Third Principle: Forgiveness is real, but sin has a
cost. Receiving God’s grace should deepen our
reverence, not reduce our responsibility.



Three truths from Exodus 32:

1.We are all capable of idolatry.
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Three truths from Exodus 32:
1.We are all capable of idolatry.

2. One person who prays can change the
outcome.

3. God takes sin seriously — and so should we.
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