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“My Country Did Not 
Send Me 7,000 Miles 
To Start A Race. 
My Country Sent Me 
To Finish.” 
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 Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” He awoke from his sleep    

and thought, “I’ll go out as before and shake myself free.” But he did not know that   

the Lord had left him.
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As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was  
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2 Timothy 4:10

for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to 

Thessalonica.

Mark 14:10

Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to 

them.
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13 “Make level paths for your feet so that the 
lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.” 



1. Stay The Course – Don’t quit!

2. Pursue Peace and Holiness as Race 

Essentials 

 “Make every effort to live in peace with 

everyone and to be holy; without holiness no 

one will see the Lord.”   Hebrews 12:14





1. Stay The Course – Don’t quit!

2. Pursue Peace and Holiness as Race 

Essentials. 

3. Guard Against Pitfalls That Derail the Race. 

“See to it that no one falls short of the grace of 

God and that no bitter root grows up to cause 

trouble and defile many.    Hebrews 12:15



First, The Root of Bitterness

“Whoever covers an offense seeks love, but he 
who repeats a matter separates close friends.”

Proverbs 17::9
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There are three primary ways we can repeat a matter.

1. We repeat the matter to ourselves.

2. We repeat the matter to the offender.

3. We repeat the matter 

      to someone else.

• It harms the speaker of the gossip.

• It harms the subject of the gossip.

• It harms the listener of the gossip.

• It grieves the Holy Spirit.



First, The Root of Bitterness

Second, Immorality and godlessness like Esau. 

“See that no one is sexually immoral, or is 

godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold 

his inheritance rights as the oldest son. 

                           Hebrews 12:16



First, The Root of Bitterness

Second, Immorality and godlessness like Esau. 

“See that no one is sexually immoral, or is 

godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold 

his inheritance rights as the oldest son. 

                           Hebrews 12:16



First, The Root of Bitterness

Second, Immorality and godlessness like Esau. 

“See that no one is sexually immoral, or is 

godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold 

his inheritance rights as the oldest son. 

Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to 

inherit this blessing, he was rejected. Even 

though he sought the blessing with tears, it 

was too late to change what he had done.” 

Hebrews 12:17
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How to Apply This Passage Today

• Strengthening the Weary (v. 12-13)

• Pursuing Peace and Holiness (v. 14)

• Guarding the Community (v. 15-17) 
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