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MALACHI

A Call For Pure Devolion




-Relevant ~ Covers toplcs we need to hear
- Call for authentic devotion to the Lord
« Reminder about God'’s love, glory, & worthiness
» Confront hypocrisy & offers cleansing

» 2025 Initiatives ~ Our church has set
priorities this year:
» He is worthy of our love, our life, & our all
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* Probably 100 yearséfter return from Exile
:?"f'f": A - Was likely contemporary of Ezra & Nehemiah

 Malachi 1: - Israel doubts God’s love (how have you loved us?)
* Israel offers blemished sacrifices

 Malachi 2: -+ Unfaithfulness leaders and priests
 Unfaithfulness to the Lord and in marriage
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alachi 3: -+ Messenger coming; return to me
- Robbing God in tithes and offerings
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16 Then those who feared the Lorp spoke with one another. The Lorp paid attention and heard them,
and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the Loro and esteemed his

g B Xy T
The Book of Remembrance

name. 17 “They shall be mine, says the Loro of hosts, in the day when | make up my treasured
possession, and | will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 18 Then once more you shall
see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who

does not serve him.

The Great Day of the Lorp

4 & “For behold, the day is coming. burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be
stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lorp of hosts, so that it will leave them
ﬁther root nor branch. 2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with

ealing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you shall tread down the
Wllfed_ for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when | act, says the Lorp of

qt‘s.

17

18

sorwer sarnsifhien,

-
And the Lorp listened and heard

So a book of remembrance was writteffg « | fiiin
For those who fear the Lorp

And who @meditate on His name. y
“They shall be Mine,” says the Lorp of hosts, V
“On the day that | make them My jewels.”
And | will spare them

As a3 man spares his own son who serves him."
Then you shall again discern

Between the righteous and the wicked.
Between one who serves God

And one who does not serve Him.

The Great Day of God

4

“For behold, the day is coming, o
Burning like an oven, g

And all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble.
And the day which is coming shall burn them up,”
Says the Lorp of hosts,

“That will leave them neither root nor branch.

But to you who fear My name N

The Sun of Righteousness shall arise - -
With healing in His wings: T ;
And you shall go out i : : "f'

And grow fat like stall-fed calves. =" |
You shall trample the wicked, L
For they shall be ashes ygder the sol®0f your, | :
On the day that | do this” oo .



41 Three main points today:
e Malachi 3:16-18 Book of Remembrance

- Malachi 4:1-3 The Great Day of the Lord and the Sun of
Righteousness

o] B

- Malachi 4:4-6 The Law of Moses & Elijah
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Book of
Remembrance
Malachi 3:16-18
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4 " The Book of Remembrance

* 15Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one
another. The LORD paid attention and heard them,
and a book of remembrance was written before him of
those who feared the LORD and esteemed his
name. 17“They shall be mine, says the LORD of
hosts, in the day when | make up my treasured
possession, and | will sﬁpare them as a man spares his §
on who serves him. ®Then once more you shall see . %2
distinction between the righteous and the wicked, =
en one who serves God and one who does not~-. g
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Remembrance
zikaron | (H2146)

memorial, reminder, remembrance.
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threshold, became angry and sought to lay hands on King
Ahasuerus. 22And this came to the knowledge of Mordecai, an
he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther told the king in the name
of Mordecai. 22When the affair was investigated and found to
be so, the men were both hanged on the gallows. And it was
recorded in the book of the chronicles in the presence of
the king.” — Esther 2:21-23

! BC MW pyEe BC BC
J (AHASUERUS) DARIUS Il

i 478 B.C. ESTHER BECOMES The King Honors Mordecai PN
QUEEN OF PERSIA 10n that night the king could not sleep. And he gave ordergo: s«

bring the book of memorable (zikarén) deeds, the . -3‘%‘{,.*

chronicles, and they were read before the king. 2And 'rt\w%; ,
found written how Mordecai had told about Bigthana and.+ ':r’.li’"
Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded the thresh—o{g‘{,‘{._r,‘;‘-__r

and who had sought to lay hands on King Ahfasuerus;%nd" o §
king said, “What honor or distinction has beeléi‘egtpwg’_}“ %L
Mordecai for this?” The king's young men wh® a?n‘, i

‘1'~ -

aid, “Nothing has been done for Sk — Eethay

.‘-‘- * Y "ﬁ.-’.."__- ..' :

NEHEMIAH
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Does God need to write things down
to remember?




iembran

:..#+God’s people can become discouraged:

“14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of ouy.
keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of
hosts? 1>And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only
prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.” — Malachi
3:14-15 ESV

NKJV
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“When the Bible says that God ‘remembers’
someone or his covenant with someone, it
Indicates that he is about to take action for that
person’s welfare.”™
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‘-0 Ex 3032

| "+ Psalm56:8
Psalm 69:28

Daniel 12:1

Luke 10:20

Revelation 13:8

Revelation 20:15
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But now, if you will forgive their sin — but if not, please blot me out of your book
that you have written.

You have kept count of my tossings; put my tears in your bottle. Are they notin '
your book?

Let them be blotted out of the book of the living; let them not be enrolled among
the righteous.

At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people.
And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a e
nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone . b
whose name shall be found written in the book.

Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice |
that your names are written in heaven

and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been
written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who
was slain.

And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown
into the lake of fire.
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2" The book of remembrance is simply a
- concept God used to encourage His faithful
ones that their love and service for Him was
appreciated. It is His promise that, when His
judgment comes against those who reject . ¢
Him, He knows His own and will preserve -%s3
them.’ X
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The Great Day of the
: Lord and the Sun of

Righteousness
Malachi 4:1-3
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The Great Day of the Lord
+ "For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven,
when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble.
The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the
Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor
branch. 2But for you who fear my name, the sun of
righteousness shall rise with healing in its win%s You b
shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. SAndy ou-§
hall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes e"e
er the soles of your feet, on the day when | act
he Lord of hosts. W

.mn.’a -.*-"
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f:Great Day of the Lor

1 Continues the theme started in Mal 3:1-5 on God’
.~ punishment of the wicked and deliverance of the godly

“IBehold, | send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom

you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of
his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like
fullers' soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi
and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. ., :*
4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old. '
and as in former years. z

Then | will draw near to you for judgment. | will be a swift withess against the
erers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who
the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who

ide the sojgiirner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts” ‘ .. "
h .mn.’% R




}' réat ﬁéy of the'LoR

Wa|I for he day of the LORD is near; as destructlon from the Almig
will come! — Isaiah 13:6

The LORD utters his voice
before his army,

for his camp is exceedingly great;
he who executes his word is powerful.

For the day of the LORD is great and very awesome;
who can endure it? — Joel 2:11

30And | will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire 4
nd columns of smoke. 3'The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the {',/,,,
n to blood, before the great and awesome day of the LORD: comes i
it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of LI Y.

shall wo-ggved. - Joel 2:30-32 !c.




et j',fihe gréat da of the LORD is near,
Lt-’,"';.;t =7 nhear and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter;
"+ the mighty man cries aloud there.
1SA day of wrath is that day,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,
@i%a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
W 1 against the fortified cities
@. and against the lofty battlements.
dayill bring distress on mankind,
hat they shall walk like the blind,

all be poured out like dust,

sh like deh' .

FGreat Day of the Lor

e they have sinned against the LORD;

18N.el’[her their silver nor their gold
shall be able to deliver them
on the day of the wrath of the LORD.
In the fire of his jealousy,
all the earth shall be consumed;
for a full and sudden end
he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.

- Zephaniah 1:14-18
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“”For the grace of God has appeared bringing salvation'{
~+ for all people, '2training us to renounce ungodliness and ¥
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and

godly lives in the present age, Bwaiting for our blessed

hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior Jesus Christ, '*who gave himself for us to
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for hlmselfé}'w"
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ks —Tltus2 11-14
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. “While the wicked will be devoured by the
- heat of His wrath; those who fear Him will
feel his warmth with healing in His ‘rays’ or
beams’ The reference is to the Messiah; . =
He is ‘the Lord our Righteousness.”! .:%aa
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< of Righteoushess

BBBRLCF  Location | God’s Word

“%w . Ps84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield:

L the LORD bestows favor and honor.

No good thing does he withhold
from those who walk uprightly.

Is 60:1-3 1Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples; Lo
but the LORD will arise upon you, +
and his glory will be seen upon you.
3And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.

SBehold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute g
justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved, and P
Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called:
‘The LORD is our righteousness.’

LA ..o 4R . gV W i




“ . Rom 3:21-22
Rom 10:3-4

1 Cor 1:30

A
W ¢ 2Cor5:21
9.

Py oo Locatlon God’s Word

Righteoushess il

21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it — 22the righteousness of
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.

3For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their
own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 4For Christ is the end of the
law for righteousness to everyone who believes.

'-

30And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom
from God, rlghteousness and sanctification and redemptlon

become the righteousness of God.




e (from Mal 3:13-4:3)
il W|cked . R|ghteous

v - It is vain to serve God (3:14) » Put into book of Remembrance (3:16) -
» Arrogant blessed and evildoers « They shall be mine (3:17)

prosper (3:15)

- Sun of righteousness will be heallng
A « Will be stubble and will be set (4:2) &
! ablaze (4:1)

- Leaping like calves from the stall (21‘
« Will be ashes under your feet RS

4:3) - Tread down the wicked-'(4'3)" 4 g

‘rvmg ‘ﬁod is not in vain. * . ;..
PR S




Law of Moses &
Elijah

Malachi 4:4-6




“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statute
and rules that | commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

°Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the
great and awesome day of the Lord comes. °And he
will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the
hearts of children to their fathers, lest | come and strlke §

e land with a decree of utter destruction.”

o] B
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“Both the law and the prophets
play a part in preparing for the
arrival of the Day of the Lord.”

o] B
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Remembrance
zakar | (H21 42)

to remember, recall, call to mind, be
brought to mind
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What is the role of the OT Law
for us today?




.~ INFERTESTAMENTAL PERI
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s BC 8c B (1S
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0ac
ANTIOCHUS PARTIES OF THE JEWS
PERSIAN mm‘uu; m: THE PHARISEES (legalists) - were staunch concervatives, upholding the Old
EMPIRE TEAWLE Testament and the oral tradition of the Jews. They were strict legalists and poltical
aaie separatists, The Pharizees came mestly from the middle dass.
ARTAXEROES 18 TERSPLE CLEANSED THE SADDUCCEES (rationalists) - were upper dass relgicus and palitical Iberals.
:;3::;‘:’5 - These wealthy, saclal minded raticnalists rejected befiefs in the resurrection and
SELEUIDS [SYRIA) FEASTOF = immertality of the soul and only believed in the first 5 books of the Old Testament
AULE SRASL DIANURKAM) They strongly opposed the Pharizees and tradition and wanted to be in power.
-“E’:r:-:-r;‘"-‘:"""“"": "”"" i @oiac -sac) THE SCRIBES (traditionalists) = were professional teachers and interpreters of the
—— PTOLERN Law. The scribes became experts in and were considered authorities on the
| interpretaticn of the Scriptures during the intertestamental period. These Old

GREEK ANMOOLSE Testament and traditicn students were generally held in high esteem. They were the

| | | SOTER | PTOLEMY B | PTOLERSY B | S pastorfteachers of the time and they tended to devote thamselves to disputes and

EMPIRE 1 IACCABASN AND HASIAONEAN debates over small details
I pre— ALLE (165 8.C. - &38.C) |

EMIANES THE HERODIANS |status-quo) = were pro-establishment Jews who concentrated on

ALEXAMDER THE FTOUENEY | SeacH ASISTORLLLIS I keeping Hered's family in power and didn’t want things to change. They saw Jesus a5
T I ARSTOMMUS a political reactionary.

””‘:m:‘:”m’ SELEUCUS IV :‘z‘;uin HYMACALS THE ZEALOTS [activists| — were the Heradians' political oppasite, using ewen viokence

A n against the Romans. They wanted Palestine to retum to a theoaracy, a in the days

wsac L of Moses.
AMLCABAEN REVOLY 20HN MENANCER

AND HYRACANUS oenEUS THE ESSENES (solationists) — were extremists in Ealaticn. They tried to ezcape the
NWEH WAk OF T T cerruption of avil and refigiaus life by retreating to desert cawes in the Qumran area.

e . -~ The Essenes became well known in modern history after discovery of the Dead Sea

FOATIA . men Scrolls in 1947.
| HELLENISTIC PERIOO (330 &.C. - 1SO8.L)
&5 B.C PORPEY CONQUERS :
PALESTINE AND .
POST-EXILE A i 7
—_— e AOMAN RLLE IN 1SRASL CALIGLA MERD COMITIAN

The Jewish return from the Babylonian exile began after Cyrus the
Great conquered Babylon in 538 BC and issued a decree allowing the
exiles to go back to Judea. The first major group returned to rebuild
the Temple under Zerubbabel in 536 BC. A second group, led by the
scribe Ezra, followed in 457 BC to restore religious practices, and a
third group, led by Nehemiah, returned later to rebuild the city walls
in 445 BC.

500 450 400
BC BC BC
PERSIAN
EMPIRE
(550 - 331 8C)

478 B.C. ESTHER BECOMES
QUEEN OF PERSIA

N HEPAUK
i RASYLON
(A1300)

The 400 years of silence begon with the
warning thot closed the Old Testament:

“Behold, I will send you Elijoh the prophet
before the greot and owesome day of the
Lord comes. And he will turn the hearts of
fothers to their children ond the heorts of
children to their fathers, lest | come and
strike the land with o decree of utter
destruction.” — Malochi 4:5-6

The period ended with the coming of John the
Baptist, the Messioh’s forerunner crying out:

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
ot hand.” — Matthew 3:2

Even when God ocppears to be silent, He is still
working:

“But when the fullness of time hod
come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, to redeem
those who were under the law, so that
we might receive odoption as sons.” =
Galations 4:4-5

ROMAN
EMPIRE
~
OCTAAMN QALDLS s
CAESAR
GALEA, i
OTHO,
WTELLLS

70 A.D. DESTRUCTION OF
MERUSALEN AND THE TEMMLE

63 AD. TENINE COMMETED
208.C HEROO BEGINS

RESTORATION AND HEROD
ENLARGEMENT OF THE 2 ACRNPAL
TEMMLE
PONTILS MLATE
| PEAD. - 36 AD| "
A
ROMAN [ =
RULERS | WERCOTHE WIRCO | WO |
GREAT ANTIPAS AGRIPFAL
OVER
ISRAEL =
ac AD AD
480 BMTHOY JE3Ls
AND CEATH OF MERDD
THE GREAT 73 AL IMASADA CAPTULMED
J END OF JEWISH REVOLT)
MDIWAD
CRUCIFIION OF
amaT
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MALACHI

A Call For Pure Devolion




