




8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write:
These are the words of him who is the First 
and the Last, who died and came to life again. 
9 I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet 
you are rich! I know about the slander of those 
who say they are Jews and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan. 

Revelation 2:8-11



Revelation 2:8-11
10Do not be afraid of what you are about to 
suffer. I tell you; the devil will put some of you 
in prison to test you, and you will suffer 
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to 
the point of death, and I will give you life as 
your victor’s crown.
11Whoever has ears, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. The one who is 
victorious will not be hurt at all by the second 
death.
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Jesus Says to the Persecuted Church:
1. I Know Your Suffering

2. I’m In Control

“the first and the last (v.8). 

“This is what the LORD says— Israel’s King 
and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the 
first and I am the last; apart from me there is 
no God.” Isaiah 44:6



10Do not be afraid of what you are about to 
suffer. I tell you; the devil will put some of 
you in prison to test you, and you will suffer 
persecution for ten days.



Jesus Says to the Persecuted Church:
1. I Know Your Suffering

2. I’m In Control

3. I have Conquered Death And So Will You

“who died and came to life” (v.8). 



“Be faithful, even to the point of death, and 
I will give you life as your victor’s crown.” 
(v.10)

https://www.esv.org/verses/Rev.%202%3A10/


“Be faithful, even to the point of death, and 
I will give you life as your victor’s crown.” 
(v.10)

“Whoever has ears, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. The one who is 
victorious will not be hurt at all by the 
second death.” (V.11)

https://www.esv.org/verses/Rev.%202%3A10/


“will not be hurt by the second death” (v.11). 



“Eighty and six years 
I have served him, 
and he has done me 
no wrong. How then 
can I blaspheme my 
King and Savior? 

You threaten me with a fire that burns for a 
season, and after a little while is quenched; 
but you are ignorant of the fire of everlasting 
punishment that is prepared for the wicked.” 
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Pray that Persecuted Christians will:

• Sense Christ’s Presence

• Experience God’s Comfort

• Boldly Share the Gospel

• Remain Joyful Amid Suffering

• Forgive Those Who Persecute Them


