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Introduction: 

 
As you read through any of the four gospels, one thing is clear―Jesus is different than everyone 

else. He is not different in any physical characteristics. He was a real man. Though He was and is and 

forever will be God the Son, He took on human flesh and became like us in every way. He did not 

stand out because He looked different, or had a halo around His head, or somehow glowed when 

He walked. Yet, as you read, He does stand out as very different from everyone else. He stands out 

as unique among mankind. 

 

▪ In His character―He was humble like no other; His compassion and kindness to strangers was 

on another level; He was honest in every way; He was never self-seeking, but always seeking the 

good of others. 

 

▪ In His righteousness―He kept all of God’s commands joyfully and insisted that others do the 

same. His moral integrity was beyond question.  

 

▪ In His commitment to the Father’s will―He always did what was pleasing to His Father (John 

8:29). He never wavered and chose His human will over and against His Father’s. 

 

▪ In His strength―He was opposed at every turn, and yet Jesus never backed down. He never put 

His own well-being above His mission and the purpose which He was given by the Father. He 

stood patient and strong. He always was the faithful and true witness.    

 

And sometimes the gospel writers really want us to see the uniqueness of Jesus by honing in on a 

contrast between Him and others, so that we would see their weakness and failure in one situation, 

and then show us how―when faced with a similar situation―Jesus is strong and He triumphs where 

they failed. Why are we shown these contrasts? They are all meant to show us that we cannot trust in 

our strength or our faithfulness. The only One we can trust is Jesus; the only One who is good is 

Jesus; the only One who is strong is Jesus. Look away from yourself and look to Him.  

 

Our text today does just that. The contrast is between Jesus and Peter. Last week, we saw the trial of 

Jesus; today, we look at the trial of Peter.  

 

▪ In the trial of Jesus, we saw that even when faced with the most intense opposition and threat, 

Jesus Christ did not flinch, but was absolutely determined to give His very life in commitment to 

the Father’s will and the salvation of sinners like Peter. 

 



▪ In the trial of Peter, we see that even when faced with the slightest opposition and threat, the 

leader of the disciples retreats, and is absolutely determined to preserve himself by denying His 

commitment to Jesus.   

 

And in this trial of Peter, we are to see our own weakness, so that we might look to Jesus for 

strength, forgiveness, and salvation.  

 

I think it will be helpful to look at this trial from three different angles: 

 

A. Two trials contrasted 

B. Three tests of loyalty 

C. Four reasons for failure 

 

Exposition: 

 
A. Two trials contrasted 

 

As already mentioned, Matthew wants us to read these two accounts together―these two 

testing and trying times. First, he recounted to us the trial of Jesus before the Sanhedrin; but 

within that account, you may remember that he briefly mentioned that something else was 

happening at the same time (v.58). Peter was nearby, in the very courtyard of the high priest 

who was trying Jesus. Matthew wants us to see that there are simultaneous trials going on. Jesus 

is undergoing an official judicial trial, and at the same time, Peter is undergoing his own, 

unofficial, sort of trial. When we move from one trial to the other, we see a series of contrasts 

that highlight the differences between Jesus and Peter―indeed, between Jesus and all of us.   

 

1. Contrasting situations 

Jesus is in the house of the high priest, Caiaphas. He is confronted by the most high-ranking 

powerful leaders in Jewish society―the Jewish high council (elders, scribes, and chief 

priests). And this trial also has the high priest, himself, presiding. These are the men in 

Jewish society who have the authority to condemn―to bring official charges against 

someone and push for their execution. This is the high stakes situation that Jesus is in.  

 

Peter’s situation is very different. He is in the courtyard of the high priest. Who is he 

confronted by? He is confronted by the lowest ranking member of society―an unimposing 

servant girl who possessed no authority.  

 

2. Contrasting accusations 

Jesus is accused by false witnesses who made false statements. Peter is accused by true 

witnesses who made accurate statements―they accurately identified him. Jesus is falsely 

accused; Peter is rightly accused/identified. 

 

3. Contrasting responses 

Jesus is silent to the false accusations; and then He truthfully identifies Himself as the Christ, 

the Son of God. Peter immediately and vehemently denies the true accusations, and falsely 

identifies himself as not a disciple of Jesus. 

 



4. Contrasting purposes 

Jesus remained firm, faithful, and true, knowing that doing so would bring untold 

persecution, suffering, pain, and death. Jesus’ purpose was to submit to the Father’s will and 

give His life for others. Peter denied Jesus in order to avoid, at all costs, persecution and 

possible suffering. Peter’s purpose was to assert his own will and preserve his own life.   

 

Application 

The application here is to look at Jesus as the only One who always did and always will do what 

is right. The only One who always was and always will be strong. Jesus did what we could not so 

that He might be the strength and salvation of all who trust in Him.  

 

B. Three tests of loyalty  

 

As we move into our text for today, we see that Matthew recounts three incidents, three 

confrontations, three tests of Peter’s loyalty. And he does so with an escalating intensity―each 

test gets harder, each denial gets stronger, and each fall goes further. 

 

1. Peter’s first test (vv.69-70) 

Peter is in the courtyard of the high priest. He still has some commitment to Jesus, so he has 

followed Him to the place where He has been taken―the household of Caiaphas. Wealthy 

households of the time were often arranged as a square with an outdoor courtyard in the 

center. It seems as though the courtyard of Caiaphas is fairly crowded in the middle of the 

night. The reason for that certainly has to be due to the arrest of Jesus. Likely a good 

number of the people who were among the arresting party want to see how this trial turns 

out. So, they have stayed in the courtyard, and Luke tells us they have built a fire in the 

center. Luke also tells us that Peter is warming himself by the fire in the center of the 

courtyard; so, he is exposed by the light of the fire.  

 

a. Peter’s first confronter 

While Peter is there by the fire, Matthew tells us in verse 69 that he is approached by 

someone, but not just anyone. He is approached by a “servant-girl.” The actual phrase 

used is a diminutive in the Greek meaning little servant girl, and it refers to her being 

the only one. So, it could actually be translated as “one little servant girl.”  

 

I don’t think it’s an accident that Matthew describes her this way. He wants us to see 

how the bold and strong leader among the disciples is felled by “one little servant girl”; 

who could pose less of a threat? When the Bible says that we are weak, in and of 

ourselves, it means it. All it takes is one little servant girl.  

 

Application 

Many of us have experienced this. We become confident in ourselves; we think we are 

in a spiritually good place. We don’t even consider that we overlook the small things 

that could tempt us and cause us to stumble―turning to that channel, listening to that 

gossip, sneaking that look. We don’t realize how weak we are, and how even the little 

things can be the start of a downward spiral. If Peter stumbled over one little servant 

girl, so can we.  

 

 



b. Her accusation  

 

▪ Matthew 26:69b―You too were with Jesus the Galilean. 

 

Matthew doesn’t tell us why she suspected this, but Luke says that it was after “looking at 

him intently”; and Mark says that she said this after looking at him. So, this girl 

recognized Peter. Either she was with the arresting party in the garden and maybe saw 

Peter cut off the ear of the high priest’s slave, or she had seen Peter with Jesus earlier, 

perhaps as Jesus taught in the temple courts.  

 

At any rate, she is pretty sure she recognizes Peter as one of the disciples of Jesus. And 

notice, she says, “Jesus the Galilean”―emphasizing that he is not a Jerusalem local, but 

one of those foreigners from the north. People from Galilee were often looked down 

upon by those in the south, and particularly in Jerusalem. It was just another reason for 

people to scoff at Jesus. And Peter, she’s pretty sure, is one of those trouble-making 

foreigners from Galilee too.  

 

c. Peter’s first denial 

Based on Peter’s confident assertion about his loyalty and commitment to Jesus in verse 

33, we would expect him to boldly own her accusation―“That’s right, I am not only with 

Jesus the Galilean, but I am with Him even to the point of death. He is my Master and 

my Lord, and that’s that!” 

 

But Peter doesn’t say that or anything like that. But, instead: 

 

▪ Matthew 26:70―he denied it before them all, saying, "I do not know what you are talking 

about."   

 

A few weeks ago, we talked about that word, “deny” and how it means to repudiate, 

disown, or disassociate oneself. So, Peter here―when confronted by this one little 

servant girl who makes a simple statement of Peter’s association with 

Jesus―immediately denies that association. He disowned that association. And he did it 

before them all, implying that others were there listening to this exchange.  

 

And in this first test, his denial is real, but not vehement. It’s more of an evasive 

maneuver―“What? I don’t even know what you’re talking about? Whatever.” He is 

denying his association with Jesus, but trying to do so in a sort of nonchalant, shoulder-

shrug kind of way.  

 

2. Peter’s second test (vv.71-72) 

Notice first of all, where this second confrontation takes place.  

 

▪ Matthew 26:71a―When he had gone out to the gateway 

 

Peter has been scared off a bit, so he moves himself away from the firelight, hoping that he 

won’t be recognized where it’s a little bit darker. But notice also, in moving himself away 

from the courtyard to the gateway, he has distanced himself a little bit further away from 

Jesus.  



a. Peter’s second confronter 

Who’s he confronted by this time? It’s just another servant girl. However, this time, the 

pressure rises a bit. The accusation is essentially the same as the first confrontation, but 

this time we are told that when she saw him, she didn’t confront Peter directly, but 

rather addressed the crowd around her: 

 

▪ Matthew 26:71b―another servant-girl saw him and said to those who were there, "This man 

was with Jesus of Nazareth."  

 

Again, probably using that pejorative “Nazareth” as a derogatory term. 

 

a. Peter’s second denial 

 

▪ Matthew 26:72―And again he denied it with an oath, "I do not know the man."  

 

You might think, after the first denial, Peter would have realized what he had done, 

repented, and promised to do better next time. But here, again, Peter does not hesitate 

to deny his association with Jesus. And this time, he gets more direct and stronger in his 

denial. 

 

He denies His association with Jesus with an oath; something like, “Listen, I am telling 

you the honest truth. I swear to you that I do not know this man Jesus at all.” Peter has 

directly denied Jesus and has fallen even further.  

 

3. Peter’s third test (vv.73-74a) 

It seems that Peter has successfully dodged the accusations. But then, “a little later”―we are 

told elsewhere that it was about an hour later―Peter is confronted again. 

 

▪ Matthew 26:73b―Surely you too are one of them; for even the way you talk gives you away.  

 

a. Peter’s third confronters 

The pressure continues to mount on Peter. It is no longer one little servant girl, or a 

servant girl with some others, but this time Peter is confronted by the “bystanders” 

themselves―a whole group of people is cornering him. And now they point out 

another piece of evidence. They don’t have to recognize his face; they recognize his 

voice―his accent. In ancient Israel, like just about everywhere else, regional accents 

existed. If you use the word, “y’all,” chances are most people will be able to tell you are 

not from the same place as the person who’s always saying, “you betcha.”  

 

It was the same in Israel. Actually, a slightly different dialect of Aramaic seems to have 

been spoken in Galilee than in other parts of the nation. In fact, in the Babylonian 

Talmud, there are numerous instances where the speech of Galileans is made fun of as 

“lacking precision, ignorant, and loutish (coarse)” as opposed to the “precise” and 

“clever” speech of the Judeans (Erubin 53b).  

 

Jesus, as has already been stated, was known as Jesus of Galilee, or Jesus of Nazareth. 

Therefore, Peter was likely the only one in that courtyard with a Galilean accent. And 

they noticed it; it “gave him away;” He must be “one of them.”  



 

b. Peter’s third denial  

 

▪ Matthew 26:74a―Then he began to curse and swear, "I do not know the man!"  

 

Here we come to the lowest point of Peter’s life. He not only denies that He knows 

Jesus, but he curses and swears. Peter is calling down either curses upon himself if he is 

lying, or even cursing Jesus―grammatically it could go either way. There was no 

stronger way for him to deny his association with Jesus.  

 

1. Peter’s realization (vv.74b-75) 

 

▪ Matthew 26:74b-75―And immediately a rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the word 

which Jesus had said, "Before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times." And he went out 

and wept bitterly. 

 

We don’t know exactly what Peter had been thinking in between his denials, but we do 

know that as soon as the rooster crowed it all hit him like a ton of bricks. He had denied His 

Lord, His master, His teacher, and His friend. He had disassociated himself altogether from 

Jesus not once, not twice, but three times. He who had boasted so strongly in his own 

spiritual strength and loyalty had proven to be weaker than he ever imagined. He 

remembered what Jesus had predicted about him, but he had disregarded those words, and 

fallen into deep sin.   

 

Luke tells us that after the rooster crowed Jesus turned and looked at Peter―perhaps 

through a window or as he was being led away. I doubt that Peter could have ever 

forgotten that look. What kind of look was it (hurt, disappointment, forgiveness, love)? We 

are not told. We are only told how Peter responded. He went all the way out of the 

courtyard and the gate, and there, away from Jesus, he wept bitterly over his sin, his failure, 

his fall.  

 

Application 

What are we to do with this other than weep with Peter? A few weeks ago, we talked about 

how easy it is for us to fall into the same sin, to even deny Jesus. We may do it with words, 

like Peter, or with a lack of words by failing to speak up and claim Christ when we know we 

should. We can also deny Jesus, or disassociate ourselves from Him, by our actions―by how 

we live our lives. By our words and our actions, or lack thereof, we can deny Christ because 

of the fear of ridicule or because of our pride.  

 

The question is, how do we get to that point? If we know how we get to that point of 

denying or disassociating ourselves from Jesus, we can take pre-emptive action to prevent a 

spiritual fall like Peter’s. Well, how did Peter get there? I think Matthew gives us several 

clues; in fact, four reasons for his failure. 

 

 

 

 

 



C. Four reasons for failure 

 

1. Self-confidence (vv.33-35) 

Peter began so confidently. He essentially told Jesus that He was wrong about him and that 

he was stronger than all the rest. He was sure of himself, and his own spiritual strength. And 

we can all fall prey to the same danger. We think our will-power, or our spirituality, is strong 

enough to stand firm even through the fiercest trials. So, what need do we have of Christ? 

 

Peter fell because of confidence in himself, rather than in Christ. Where are you placing your 

confidence; your strength? Make sure all your confidence is in Christ alone. 

 

2. Failure to watch and pray (v.40) 

This is, of course, linked to self-confidence. Because he was confident in his own spiritual 

strength, he did not see the need for constant watchfulness and constant prayer. But the 

enemy specializes in hitting us when we are not ready. We need to recognize the danger 

and the possibility of temptation and pray constantly for God’s help to stand firm when it 

comes.  

 

Peter fell because of his failure to watch and pray. Are you preparing yourself everyday by 

watching and praying―relying on His help through prayer? 

 

3. Failure to accept the words of Jesus (v.51) 

At first glance, Peter seemed to put his money where his mouth was. He was the only one of 

the disciples who took up arms and was ready to fight for Jesus. But again, he showed that 

he hadn’t accepted what Jesus had already said. Jesus had already told Peter and the others 

several times that He must be delivered into the hands of men to suffer and die―that it 

must be this way. But Peter would have none of it. He would not accept what Jesus said, 

because he didn’t like what Jesus said. It didn’t meet his expectations or ideals, so he 

rejected Jesus’ words.   

 

And we must be careful not to do the same thing. The words of Jesus―indeed, the whole 

Word of God―often offends us and challenges our natural inclinations and expectations. 

Peter fell because he failed to accept the words of Jesus. Will you accept God’s Word and 

His will? Will you take God’s Word as authoritative for your life; will you live in humble 

submission and trust in Him? 

 

4. Love of self over love of Christ (vv.58, 69-75) 

Peter, again, showed more commitment to Jesus than the others (except John, who is with 

him) by following him to the household of Caiaphas. But note, he was following at a 

distance. His commitment to Jesus was weakening, as fear for himself was increasing. What 

was happening there? Peter’s self-love was beginning to overpower his love for Jesus. He 

loved Jesus, he followed Him, but he began to think about the consequences to himself. 

What will happen to me? He started to become more concerned with his own 

preservation―more self-loving than Christ-loving.  

 



Where is your love today? Is it first and foremost for Christ? Are you so overwhelmed by His 

love for you that your love for Him is growing stronger and stronger? Is your concern for 

yourself, your reputation, even your physical well-being overpowered by the love of and for 

Christ? 

 

Conclusion 

Matthew does not mention Peter again. He leaves us pondering what happened to Peter. But others 

do mention Peter after his fall, and what they say should encourage us. 

 

After Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, one of the angels told the women who came to the empty 

tomb: 

 

▪ Mark 15:7―And he said to them, "Do not be amazed; you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who has 

been crucified. He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is the place where they laid Him. 7 "But go, tell His 

disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see Him, just as He told you.'"  

 

After the disciples had been told of the empty tomb, Luke says: 

 

▪ Luke 24:11-12―But these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they would not believe them. 12 But 

Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings only; and he went 

away to his home, marveling at what had happened.  

 

And finally, in one of the most touching scenes in the Bible, after His resurrection, Jesus personally 

restores Peter: 

 

▪ John 21:15-17―So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do 

you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to 

him, “Tend My lambs.” 16 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” He 

said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” 17 He said to him 

the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third 

time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus 

said to him, “Tend My sheep. 

 

Three times Peter denied Jesus, and here three times Jesus gives Peter the opportunity to affirm his 

love for Him.  

 

See the gentleness and love of Christ. There is no scolding, no “I told you so,” no “I can’t trust you 

anymore, Peter.” Jesus knew that Peter loved Him, but He wanted Peter to say it. And he wanted 

Peter to know that, despite his sin, he was forgiven and restored and Jesus wanted to use him for his 

kingdom purposes. “Peter, if you love me, then I want you to tend My lambs; shepherd My sheep; 

tend My sheep.” 

 

Have you sinned or fallen in such a way that you don’t see how Jesus could ever forgive you, or 

would ever want to forgive you? You need to look at how He utterly and completely forgave Peter.  

 

Or perhaps you can believe in His forgiveness, but think, “He would never want to use me again in 

any significant role.” Then you need to look again at how He restored Peter and used him mightily 

to proclaim His Gospel, to edify His people, and to bring glory to His name.  

 



In Peter’s extreme failure, we find radical grace and genuine hope for sinners.  

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

© April 12, 2019, The Church at South Mountain 

You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this  

material in any format provided that you do not alter the wording in  

any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of reproduction.  

 

For web posting, a link to this document on our website is preferred.  

 

Any exceptions to the above must be approved by The Church at South Mountain. 

 

Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 

© The Church at South Mountain. Website: casm.org 

 

While all reasonable attempts have been taken to trace the literary 

and biblical sources used by the author, due to the nature of some  

of the original materials (old audio/radio or live preaching events),  

some have been impossible to locate. Any information regarding  

the origin of any unreferenced statements or quotations is welcomed  

and will be included in the next revision of the study. 

 


