The Grand Narrative
SERMON ™=

JESUS FORGIVES THE SINNER
January 25, 2026

Matthew 7:1 (NIV)
“Do not judge, or you too will be judged.”

+ Condemns from a distance. Uses labels. Builds walls.

+ Comes close. Listens. Helps heal, not punish.

Judgment . Discernment .

John 8:3-6 (NIV)

"The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery.
They made her stand before the group “and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman
was caught in the act of adultery. °In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such
women. Now what do you say?” ¢They were using this question as a trap, in order
to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the
ground with his finger. Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a
stone at her. "When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to
them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” ®
Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. °At this, those who heard began
to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the
woman still standing there. '°Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where
are they? Has no one condemned you?” "“No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do |
condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.””
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LIVE IT OUT
WHY DO WE JUDGE?

Truth without Grace is .
Grace without Truth is .
Grace and Truth are .

DISCERNMENT

1.

2.

WHAT IS MY ?
WHAT IS MY ?
WHAT WILL THIS HAVE?

HAVE | FIRST EXAMINED

w

DO | SEE THIS PERSON AS AN “ " OR AS FAMILY?

AM | INVITING CONVERSATION AND ,
OR JUST DELIVERING A VERDICT?

AMII FOR THIS PERSON, OR JUST
TALKING TO/ABOUT THEM?

Next Week in The Grand Narrative:
Epoch 7 (The Teacher)

Jesus Teaches on Loving Our Enemies
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