
Matthew 24:12-14
Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of
most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.
And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.
 
Luke 21:28
 “When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.”

1.	 WE ARE GOING TO ___________________________.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, 
so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. For we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe t hat God will bring with Jesus those who have 
fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who 
are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of 
the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After 
that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one 
another with these words.

         __________________ is better than __________________ .

Revelation 21:4-5 (NIV) 
He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed away. He who was seated on the throne said, “I 
am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.” 

John 14:1-6 (NIV) 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house 
has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare 
a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 
with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the 
way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 

2.	 WE ARE ______________________________ THE 
WRATH OF GOD .
Romans 1:18 (NIV) 
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness. 

Romans 5:9 (NIV) 
Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from 
God’s wrath through him! 
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SmallGroup
1.	 How have your beliefs or expectations of the end times changed through the 

Biblical perspectives shared during this series? 

2.	 It’s easy to look around and get discouraged, but if we look “above the clouds” 
we’ll see good all around us. What’s an area of your life that could use a 

       perspective-shift?

3.	 What part of God’s promised new creation—no more death, mourning, crying, 
pain, or curse—means the most to you personally right now? Why?

4.	 Revelation says, “They will see His face.” How does realizing that Jesus—not 
simply a better place—is the ultimate destination change the way you think 
about eternity? 

5.	 What else did God say to you through this message?

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 (NIV) 
Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for 
you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While 
people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as 
labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers and 
sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. You are 
all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to 
the darkness. So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake 
and sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk 
at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as 
a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. For God did not appoint us to 
suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us 
so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. Therefore 
encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. 

 	 For those who ______________ God: 
	 This is as bad as it gets. It only gets better. 

	 For those who ______________________ God: 
	 This is as good as it gets. It only gets worse. 

3.	 WE ARE AT THE DOORSTEP OF A GREAT 
__________________________ .
John 12:27 (NIV) 
“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
was for this very reason I came to this hour.” 
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LOCAL MISSION PARTNERS
•	 THRIVE TEEN CENTER * 

1511 South Street, Leesburg, FL 34748 
Thrive Teen Center offers a safe and completely FREE environment where middle and high 
school students can come together to hang out, have a blast, and create lasting memories!  
Website: Thriveteencenters.com 
Facebook & Instagram: @ThriveCenters 

•	 E3 FAMILY SOLUTIONS * 
PO Box 2221, Bushnell, Florida 33513  
Their mission is accomplished through the provision of educational programs that promote 
positive youth development in middle school and high school students, communication 
strategies for parents, and community engagement.   
Website: e3familysolutions.org 
Facebook & Instagram: @E3FamilySolutions 

•	 PREGNANCY & FAMILY CARE CENTER * 
1309 High St Bldg 104 Building 4, Leesburg, FL 34748  
The Pregnancy & Family Care Center supports women and families facing pregnancy and 
parenting challenges. The program offers physical, emotional, and spiritual support, addressing 
immediate needs and equipping clients with the knowledge and skills for successful parenting. 
Website: christiancarecenter.org/pregnancyandfamilycarecenter 
Facebook: @CCCLeesburg | Instagram:  @christiancarecenter 

•	 Z88.3 FM  & Z MINISTRIES, INC.* 
1065 Rainer Drive, Altamonte Springs, FL 32714  
Z88.3 is non-commercial Christian radio stations WPOZ, WMYZ, WHYZ, WDOZ and translator 
stations serving Orlando and all of Central Florida.  
Website: zradio.org 
Facebook & Instagram: @Z883FM 

•	 CRU - CHELSEA PIFER (FSU CAMPUS)* 
Tallahassee, FL 
Sharing the Gospel through Classmates. 
Website: Cru.org 
Facebook & Instagram: @CruGlobal 

•	 CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH - HATTIE MILLER (USF CAMPUS)* 
Tampa, FL 
Sharing the Gospel through Classmates. 
Website: Cornerstonetampa.org 
Facebook & Instagram: @Cornerstonetampa 

•	 LEESBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT  
115 East Magnolia Street, Leesburg, FL 34748  
The LPD strives to serve and protect our diverse and dynamic community with fairness, 
integrity, and respect for the rights of the individual. We resolve to develop a creative, forward-
thinking workforce, dedicated to raising our level of excellence to meet the challenges of 
tomorrow.  “To protect and serve with integrity, courage, compassion, and intelligence.” 
Website: https://www.leesburgflorida.gov/my_city/departments/police/index.php 

•	 LEESBURG AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
600 Market St, Leesburg, FL 34748 
Strong Business, Strong Community, Strong Leesburg. Certified by the Florida Association of 
Chamber Professionals. 
Website: Leesburgchamber.com 
Facebook & Instagram: @LeesburgChamber 

•	 THANK GOD FOR BASKETBALL   
Leesburg, FL 34748 
TGFB program unites kids by training them in basketball skills while teaching them about God. 
Facebook: @ThankGodforBasketball | Instagram:  @tgfbleesburg 

•	 CARE PORTAL - FLORIDA 
In a time when parents are experiencing overwhelming stress that threatens to break their 
family apart, CarePortal utilizes innovative technology to connect people who can help with 
people who need help. Right now, in real-time. 
Website: Careportal.org 
Facebook & Instagram: @CareportalflM
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REGIONAL MISSION PARTNERS
•	 CARE FOR PASTORS * 

1300 Citizens Blvd #390, Leesburg, FL 34748 
To uphold pastoral families in ministry by providing a safe place for them to turn, an ongoing relationship of 
encouragement and counsel, and resources that ignite growth in the pastor’s family, church and community. 
Website: Careforpastors.org 
Facebook & Instagram: @CareforPastors 

•	 VISIT MINISTRIES * 
San Diego, California 
Helping churches reach the youth of their communities through Teen Centers. 
Website: Visitministries.org 
Facebook: @VisitMinistries | Instagram:  @visit_ministries 

•	 ASSOCIATION OF RELATED CHURCHES (ARC) * 
1201 Lee Branch Lane, Birmingham, AL 35242 
They exist to see a thriving church in every community, reaching people with the message of Jesus. 
Website: Arcchurches.com 
Facebook: @weplantlife | Instagram:  @arcchurches 

GLOBAL MISSION PARTNERS 
•	 MARTENS MINISTRY - FRANZ & KRISTIE MARTENS* 

Berlin, Germany  
Church Planters and Counselors for Ministry Staff in Germany. Franz serves as the lead pastor in Potsdam 
and is on the pastoral staff for Crossway International Church in Berlin.  
Website: Franzmartens.com 

•	 CREATIVE HANDS - CECILIA SAKATIRA * 
Lavrio, Greece 
Their vision is to create a platform for displaced women in Greece, as well as women from the local 
community, to know their value, discover their potential, and be empowered to live sustainably through the 
Art of Weaving.  
Website: Creativehands.gr 
Facebook: @creativehandsgreece | Instagram:  @creativehandsgr 

•	 OVERLAND MISSIONS - JASON & JOANNE KOCHEN * 
11 Riverside Drive, Suite 201 Cocoa, FL 32922  
Taking the Gospel to the most remote regions of the World for the glory of Jesus Christ.  
Website: Overlandmissions.com 
Facebook & Instagram: @overlandmissions 

•	 NEW MISSIONS - ROB & BETH ARMS 
2500 Sand Lake Rd, Orlando, FL 32809 
New Missions has been establishing local churches and Christian schools in Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic—providing children with education, food, and medical care so they can grow strong and make an 
impact in their community. 
Website: Newmissions.org 
Facebook & Instagram: @newmissions

* We provide quarterly financial support to these ministries throughout the year.
__________________________________________________________________________________

LOCAL: $1,068,478.91
•	 INCLUDES $399,032.01 DONATED TO LAKE COUNTY SCHOOLS. 

REGIONAL: $300,445.36
GLOBAL: $234,176.86 

FINAL TOTAL: $1,603,101.13
2017 – PRESENT
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