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- How Hearing Works

From sound waves to meaning in the brain
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Amazing design. Hearing is a journey from sound to meaning.
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The English translation of the word listen is used
almost 1,000 times in the Scriptures.
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“Listen”
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“Shema serves to denote auditory perception in the
most general sense and often has connotations of ‘to
obey’ and ‘to understand’ that result from pure hearing.”
Gzella Holger
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“[Listening] starts with a pierced ear...Genuine
listening is ultimately an act of submission.”
Mark Batterson
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akouo - akolw

“hear”
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UTtaKkoLw - obey
akoLw - listen
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TRUE HEARING IS RECEIVING GOD’S
WORD PERSONALLY, INTERNALIZING IT,
AND ALLOWING IT TO BECOME
OPERATIVE IN YOUR LIFE.
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“Hearing is a deep listening, a listening of the whole
person, a hearing with your ears and with your heart
and with your arms and legs.”

Adam McHugh
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“My life is a listening. His is a speaking. My
salvation is to hear and respond.”
Thomas Merton
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God speaks in relationship.
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“He is there, and He is not silent.”
Francis Schaeffer
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BIBLICAL LISTENING IS HEARING GOD WITH A
HEART READY TO RESPOND IN OBEDIENCE.
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Listening begins with responding to the gospel.

Listening continues by having an open heart to hear
and respond in obedience to Jesus.
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Pray:

“God, give me a listening and receptive heart.”
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What has God been saying that | need to hear?

What response have | been resisting?
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