2025.12.14 - Acts 17.16-34

“Most Christians say they're ready, willing and
5{6 praying to have conversations about their faith
with others, but many admit they haven't gotten
around to actually having those conversations
< |TELLIT | ==
Aaron Earls
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While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply

distressed when he saw that the city was full of idols. So
9\6 he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with
those who worshiped God, as well as in the marketplace

every day with those who happened to be there. Some of
\% the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also debated with
him. Some said, “What is this ignorant show-off trying to

say?”
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Others replied, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said,
deities"—because he was telling the good news about “People of Athens! | see that you are extremely religious
Jesus and the resurrection. They took him and brought in every respect. For as | was passing through and
him to the Areopagus, and said, “May we learn about this observing the objects of your worship, | even found an
new teaching you are presenting? Because what you say altar on which was inscribed, ‘To an Unknown God’
sounds strange to us, and we want to know what these Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this | proclaim
things mean.” Now all the Athenians and the foreigners to you. The God who made the world and everything in it
residing there spent their time on nothing else but telling —he is Lord of heaven and earth—does not live in shrines
or hearing something new. made by hands.
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Neither is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives everyone life and
breath and all things. From one man he has made every
nationality to live over the whole earth and has
determined their appointed times and the boundaries of
where they live. He did this so that they might seek God,
and perhaps they might reach out and find him, though
he is not far from each one of us.
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“Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance,
God now commands all people everywhere to repent,
because he has set a day when he is going to judge the
world in righteousness by the man he has appointed. He
has provided proof of this to everyone by raising him
from the dead.”
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FIVE PRINCIPLES:

1. See Your City Through Gospel Eyes
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1. See Your City Through Gospel Eyes
2. Care Deeply About the People Around You
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For in him we live and move and have our being, as even
some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also his
offspring. Since, then, we are God's offspring, we
shouldn’t think that the divine nature is like gold or silver
or stone, an image fashioned by human art and
imagination.
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When they heard about the resurrection of the dead,
some began to ridicule him, but others said, “We'd like to
hear from you again about this.” So Paul left their
presence. However, some people joined him and
believed, including Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman
named Damaris, and others with them.

Acts 17v16-34 CSB
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IDOLATRY IS THE ATTEMPT TO:

. Localize God

. Domesticate God
. Alienate God

. Dethrone God

John Stott
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“Now jealousy is the resentment of rivals, and
whether it is good or evil depends on whether the
rival has any business to be there. To be jealous of
someone who threatens to outshine us in beauty,
brains, or sport is sinful, because we cannot claim a
monopoly of talent in those areas. If, on the other
hand, a third party enters a marriage, the jealousy of
the injured person, who is being displaced, is
righteous, because the intruder has no right to be
there.
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It is the same with God, who says, “l am the Lord, that
is my name! | will not give my glory to another or my
praise to idols.” Our Creator and Redeemer has a right
to our exclusive allegiance, and is ‘jealous’ if we
transfer it to anyone or anything else. Moreover, the
people of God, who love God’s name, should share in
his ‘jealousy’ for it.”

John Stott
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FIVE PRINCIPLES:

. See Your City Through Gospel Eyes

. Care Deeply About the People Around You
. Have Respectful, Curious Conversations

. Build Relational Trust
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God sends us into the world with love, curiosity,
and clarity so people can encounter Christ.
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FIVE PRINCIPLES:

. See Your City Through Gospel Eyes

. Care Deeply About the People Around You

. Have Respectful, Curious Conversations

. Build Relational Trust

. Share the Good News When God Opens the Door
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For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the
world through him.

John 3v16-17 CSB
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