




The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it 
and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely 
eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely 
die.”



Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper fit for him.” Now out of the ground the Lord God had 
formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought 
them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man 
called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all 
livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But 
for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 

Genesis 2v15-20 (ESV)



The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and 
keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat 
of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper fit for him.” Now out of the ground the Lord God had 
formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought 
them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man 
called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all 
livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field.  

But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 
Genesis 2v15-20 (ESV)



You were made for community.



So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
he created him; male and female he created them. 

Genesis 1v27 (ESV)



God is one God, yet he reveals himself - unity in diversity - 
as Father, Son, and Spirit, without contradicRon. 



Barrier to community: Loneliness



Barrier to community: Anxiety



Barrier to community: RejecRon



Barrier to community: The “Wish Dream”



Those who love their dream of a ChrisRan community more than they love 
the ChrisRan community itself become destroyers of that ChrisRan 
community even though their personal intenRons may be ever so honest, 
earnest and sacrificial. God hates this wishful dreaming because it makes the 
dreamer proud and pretenRous. Those who dream of this idolized 
community demand that it be fulfilled by God, by others and by themselves. 
They enter the community of ChrisRans with their demands set up by their 
own law, and judge one another and God accordingly. It is not we who build. 
Christ builds the church. 

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer



It takes faith to believe that you are fundamentally 
hardwired for community because we are made in the image 
of a loving, communal God. 



The ulRmate thing is that we build community not on our love but on God’s love, 
because we do not really have that much love ourselves, and that is the real 
challenge of the religious life. It puts us in a posiRon where someRmes natural 
community is very difficult. People are sent here and there, and o_en very 
incompaRble people are thrown together. Groups of people who would never 
have chosen to be together in an ordinary human way find themselves living 
together. It is a test of faith. It puts God’s love to the test and it is meant to...It isn’t just 
a quesRon of whether you are building community with people that you naturally 
like, it is also a quesRon of building community with people that God has brought 
together. What is tested in community is faith.  

- Eberhard Arnold



It takes faith to believe that you are fundamentally 
hardwired for community because we are made in the image 
of a loving, communal God. 



Faith is paramount to step into the beauRful community that 
God intended.


