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Physical violence and martyrdom: Opposition from authorities
Acts 6-7, Acts 12v1-2, Acts 8v3 Acts 13v45, Phil. 1v13, Acts 16, 2 Cor 11v23-25

Spiritual attack Internal Conflict
Eph. 6, Rev. 2, 2 Cor. 2v11, 1 Thess. 2v18 Acts 6v1, Acts 11, Acts 15




Resource Deficits
Acts 15, 2 Cor. 8v2-4, Heb. 10v34

False Teachers
2 Tim. 2v14-18, Rev. 2v20, Gal. 2v4

Five times | received the forty lashes minus one from the Jews.
Three times | was beaten with rods. Once | received a stoning.
Three times | was shipwrecked. | have spent a night and a day

in the open sea.

toil and hardship, many sleepless nights, hunger and thirst,
often without food, cold, and without clothing. Not to mention
other things, there is the daily pressure on me: my concern for
all the churches.

Societal rejection
Acts 16

Challenging travel and illness
Acts 27, 2 Cor. 11v25, 1 Tim. 5, 2 Tim. 4v20, Phil. 2, Gal. 4

On frequent journeys, | faced dangers from rivers, dangers
from robbers, dangers from my own people, dangers from
Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers
at sea, and dangers among false brothers;

Who is weak, and | am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and
| do not burn with indignation?
2 Cor 11v24-28 (CSB)




Advancing the gospel does not rely on perfect conditions.

So | take pleasure in weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and in difficulties, for the sake of Christ. For
when | am weak, then | am strong.

2 Corinthians 12v9-10 (CSB)

Paul stayed two whole years in his own rented house. And he
welcomed all who visited him, proclaiming the kingdom of God
and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and
without hindrance.

Acts 28v30-31 (CSB)

We are sent by the power of the Holy Spirit to reach one more,
in spite of whatever obstacles we might face.

Therefore, | will most gladly boast all the more about my
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may reside in me.

Getting the gospel to the whole world does not rely on perfect
conditions.

Advancing the gospel does not rely on perfect conditions.

It is often easier to see the obstacles to share Jesus and miss
the opportunities to share Jesus that the Holy Spirit has already
divinely set up.
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