


Revelation 2v8-11

8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words
of the first and the last, who died and came to life.

7 ““I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich)
and the slander of those who say that they are Jews and are
not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 1° Do not fear what you
are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some
of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten

days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and |
will give you the crown of life. 1 He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who
conquers will not be hurt by the second death.’



PURPOSES IN SUFFERING

1. To test our love
Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that

you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation.
Revelation 2v10
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1. To test our love
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2. To make us strong

The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.
Revelation 2v11



2 Corinthians 4v16-18
16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer selfis wasting

away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 1’ For this
light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight
of glory beyond all comparison,



PROMISES THROUGH SUFFERING:
Companionship and Wisdom



“Your present outlook will always be informed by
your future outlook.”



POWER FOR SUFFERING: LOVE!

“If you love me, show it by doing what I've told you.”
John 14v15 MSG



