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Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the
Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked letters from him to the synagogues
of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or
women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

3 As he journeyed, he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone
around him from heaven. # Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” ° And he said,
“Who are You, Lord?” Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” So he, trembling
and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Then the

Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you
must do.” ” And the men who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing
a voice but seeing no one. 8 Then Saul arose from the ground, and when
his eyes were opened, he saw no one. But they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. ° And he was three days without sight, and
neither ate nor drank.

“Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and to
him the Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here | am, Lord.”

1 So the Lord said to him, “Arise and go to the street called Straight, and
inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he
is praying. 2 And in a vision, he has seen a man named Ananias coming in
and putting his hand on him, so that he might receive his sight.” > Then
Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how
much harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem. ' And here he has
authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.” * But the
Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name
before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. ' For | will show him how
many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.”'” And Ananias went his
way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, “Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has
sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”




'8 Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he
received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized. '® So when he
had received food, he was strengthened. Then Saul spent some days with
the disciples at Damascus. ?° Immediately he preached the Christ in the
synagogues, that He is the Son of God.

The Conversion of Saul (9:1-20)

I. Living Against God (9:1-2)
Il. The Power of God (9:3-9)
lll. A Man Named Ananias (9:10-17)
IV. Faith in Jesus Produces Change (9:18-20)

“Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and
dragging of men and women, he would put them in prison.” —Acts 8:3

"3 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how | persecuted the
church of God violently and tried to destroy it. '* And | was advancing in
Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so

extremely zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers. ' But when he who
had set me apart before | was born, and who called me by his grace, '® was
pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that | might preach him among the
Gentiles” -GALATIANS 1:13-16

“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not so short that it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull that it cannot hear.” -Isaiah 59:1

"...A day is like a 1000 years to the Lord, and a 1000 years is like a
day. ® The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some think.
No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be
destroyed, but wants everyone to repent. -2 Peter 3:8-9




| pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know
what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His
inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power
toward us who believe. -Ephesians 1:18-19,

Saul’s Calling:

“the God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will and to see the
Righteous One and to hear an utterance from His mouth. For you will be a
witness for Him to all men of what you have seen and heard.”-Acts 22:14-
15 (see also Acts 9:15-16)

“to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from
dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an
inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.” -Acts
26:18

Saul’'s Resume: | speak as if insane—I more so; in far more labors, in far
more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of
death. 5 times | received from the Jews 39 lashes. 3 times | was beaten
with rods, once | was stoned, 3 times | was shipwrecked, a night and a day
| spent at sea. %° I've been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers...
robbers... countrymen... gentiles... dangers in the city... in the
wilderness...on the sea... among false brethren; 2’ | have been in labor and
hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without
food, in cold and exposure. 28 Apart from such external things, there is the
daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches. 2° Who is weak
without my being weak?..... *°If | have to boast, | will boast of what pertains
to my weakness... 3 In Damascus | was let down in a basket ... -
Corinthians 11:23-33

“You have what you need to minister to the person God delivers you. God
delivers and He never gets the wrong address.” Paul David Tripp -
Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hands -People on need of change, helping
people in need of change







