God's Spirit breathing hope
Ezekiel 37

Ezekiel 37:1-14: The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he
brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the
middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around
among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface
of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. And he said to me,
“Son of man, can these bones live?” And | answered, “O Lord
GOD, you know." Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these
bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the
LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, | will
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. And | will lay sinews
upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall
know that | am the LORD."” So, | prophesied as | was
commanded. And as | prophesied, there was a sound, and
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its
bone. And | looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But
there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to
the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, thus
says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So, | prophesied as
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they
lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. Then he
said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and sour hope
is lost; we are indeed cut off.” Therefore prophesy, and say to



them, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, | will open your graves
and raise you from your graves, O my people. And | will bring
you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that | am the
LORD, when | open your graves, and raise you from your graves,
O my people. And | will put my Spirit within you, and you shall
live, and | will place you in your own land. Then you shall know
that | am the LORD; | have spoken, and | will do it, declares the
LORD.”

Ezekiel 36:16-21: The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of
man, when the house of Israel lived in their own land, they
defiled it by their ways and their deeds. Their ways before me
were like the uncleanness of a woman in her menstrual impurity.
So, | poured out my wrath upon them for the blood that they had
shed in the land, for the idols with which they had defiled it. |
scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed
through the countries. In accordance with their ways and their
deeds | judged them.

Psalm 137:1-3: By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and
wept, when we remembered Zion. On the willows there we hung
up our lyres. For there our captors required of us songs, and our
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tormentors, mirth, saying, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion

Ezekiel 36:23-27: And | will vindicate the holiness of my great
name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which
you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that |
am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you |
vindicate my holiness before their eyes. | will take you from the



nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into
your own land. | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be
clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols | will
cleanse you. And | will give you a new heart, and a new spirit |
will put within you. And | will remove the heart of stone from your
flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And | will put my Spirit within
you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey
my rules.

1. The people of Israel are in Babylonian captivity
2. The people of Israel are in physical and spiritual despair
3. God points to His Spirit bringing hope

Ezekiel 37:1-3: The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he
brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the
middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around
among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface
of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. And he said to me,
“Son of man, can these bones live?” And | answered, “O Lord
GOD, you know."

- The valley is full of bones
- There were very many bones
- The bones were very dry

- "O Lord God, you know" (ESV)

- "Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” (NIV)

- "O Sovereign LORD," | replied, “you alone know the answer
to that.” (NLT)



Ezekiel 37:4-6: Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones,
and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus
says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, | will cause breath to
enter you, and you shall live. And | will lay sinews upon you, and
will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and
put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that | am
the LORD.”

Obedience and faith in the face of a seemingly hopeless
situation

Ezekiel 37:7-10: So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as |
prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the
bones came together, bone to its bone. And | looked, and
behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in
them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy,
son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD:
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain,
that they may live.” So | prophesied as he commanded me, and
the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their
feet, an exceedingly great army.

Genesis 2:7: Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from
the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and
the man became a living creature.



“First, the prophet prophesies to the bones — here is
preaching; and next, he prophesies to the four winds — here is
praying. The preaching has its share in the work, but it is the
praying which achieves the result, for after he had prophesied
to the four winds, and not before, the bones began to live.”
(Charles Spurgeon)

God’s Spirit breathing hope

Ezekiel 37:11-14: Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones
are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.” Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, |
will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my
people. And | will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall
know that | am the LORD, when | open your graves, and raise
you from your graves, O my people. And | will put my Spirit
within you, and you shall live, and | will place you in your own
land. Then you shall know that | am the LORD; | have spoken,
and | will do it, declares the LORD.”

“The meaning of our text, as opened up by the context, is
most evidently, if words mean anything, first, that there shall
be a political restoration of the Jews to their own land and
to their own nationality; and then, secondly, there is in the
text, and in the context, a most plain declaration, that there
shall be a spiritual restoration, a conversion in fact, of the
tribes of Israel.” (Spurgeon in 1884)



- To place the Israelites back in their own land
- To spiritually renew them

- What area in your life do you need God’s Spirit to breathe
hope in?



