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An Ecumenical Service  

of Remembrance and Healing 
 

to acknowledge the grief and sense of loss felt by many this holiday 
season and to stand together in solidarity, prayer, and hope. 
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Welcome & Opening Prayer 
 

Call to Worship 
 

Leader:  In the beginning was the Word,  
  and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

What has come into being in Him was life,  
and the life was the light of all people.  

 

People:  The light shines in the darkness,  
  and the darkness has not overcome it.  
 

Music – O Come, O Come Emmanuel – Verses 1 & 2 
 

A Reading from Ecclesiastes 3 

Leader:  A Reading from Ecclesiastes 3: 
  For everything there is a season, 
  and a time for every matter under heaven: 
  a time to be born, and a time to die; 
  a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
  a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
  a time to mourn, and a time to dance. 

 
Leader:  We light this candle 
  for all who weep and mourn the absence of loved ones  

 this holiday season, recognizing that death and loss  
  touch every human life.  
 

  Moving through any kind of change can be challenging, 
even painful, but comfort is always available  

  through God in Christ, who abides in us  
  and invites us to abide in Him. 
 

  Jesus did not pity those who mourn, but said  
  to his followers in his Sermon on the Mount, 
  “Blessed are those who mourn,  
  for they will be comforted.”  
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  May we find some of that comfort for ourselves today. 
  And as we acknowledge our loss, may we find ourselves 

blessed by gratitude, wisdom, peace, faith, hope, love  
  and courage for everyday living. 

 
People:  The light shines in the darkness,  

  and the darkness has not overcome it.  
 
Music - O Come, O Come Emmanuel – Verses 3 & 4 
 
A Reading from John 11 
 

Leader: A Reading from John 11: 
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him,  
she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord,  
if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
When Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who came with her also weeping,  
He was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.  
He said, “Where have you laid him?”  
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”  
Jesus began to weep.  So some of them said, 
“See how he loved him!” But some of them said,  
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man  
have kept this man from dying?” 

 
Leader:  We light this candle 
  for all who are angry at God  
  for not preventing the losses  
  that wreak such havoc in our lives and others’. 
  The existence of so much suffering, sin, and evil  
  is a mystery not easily explained. 
  Still, we wonder that Emmanuel,  
  God with us, was also angry, and suffered 
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  grief, betrayal, and even death. 
  We pray for reconciliation with God, 
  however we find ourselves estranged. 
 
People:  The light shines in the darkness,  

  and the darkness has not overcome it.  
 
Music – “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”  
 
A Reading from Matthew 2 and a Lamentation for the Slaughter 
of the Innocents  
 

Leader: A reading from Matthew, chapter 2: 
  When Herod saw that he had been tricked  

by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed 
all the children  in and around Bethlehem  
who were two years old or under, according to the time 
that he had learned from the wise men.  
Then was fulfilled what had been spoken  

  through the prophet Jeremiah:  
  “A voice was heard in Ramah,  
  wailing and loud lamentation.” 
 
People:  It was Rachel weeping for her children, 
  refusing to be comforted because they were no more. 
 
Leader: And still too many cry,  
  on every continent and in every nation,  

 who have lost loved ones too soon and unnecessarily  
 to violence and war, to famine and disease, 
 to abuse, addiction, mental illness, and suicide, 

  to miscarriage, still birth, and other untimely deaths. 
  We cry out for the innocents slaughtered 

all over the world, where misguided ideology, vengeance, 
and mental illness have taken so many lives. 
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We cry out for those lives lost, homes and businesses and 
whole communities devastated by natural disasters 
and especially the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Especially we cry out for the over 250,000 lives lost  
in the United States to the Coronavirus, and for those 
families who had to remain painfully separated from their 
loved ones in times of suffering and dying and grieving. 

   
  A voice was heard in Ramah  
  sobbing and loudly lamenting. 
 
People:  It was Rachel weeping for her children, 
  refusing to be comforted because they were no more. 
 

  (silence) 
 
Leader: A voice is heard in all places of sadness. 
  It is the voice of God, our Mother and Father, 
  who has seen the pain of her children  
  and seen beyond it.  It says, 

 
  “Keep your voice from weeping  
  and keep your eyes from tears; 
  for your grieving has been heard 
  and your work shall be rewarded…. 
  There is hope for your future. 
  I have prepared a place for your children 
  and will keep them in perfect peace, 
  until the old things have disappeared and 
  there is a new heaven and a new earth.” 
  
  We light this candle  
  for all who died unnecessarily  
  or too soon, and for all whose lives and whose holidays  
  will never be the same because of it. 
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  Let us pray together… 
 
People: Gracious God,  hold in your loving embrace  

 those whose names are written  
 on our hearts or on our consciences 
 until the day when we see them again 
 and know that our grieving is over 
 and that all your promises are kept. 
 Move us as Christians and as citizens  
 to turn our anger and lamentation  
 into a commitment to reduce the unnecessary loss of  
 life, and into a commitment of resources to care 
 for the most vulnerable among us.  Amen. 

 
A TIME FOR HEALING AND REMEMBERING 
 
A Reading from Romans 8 
 

Leader:  I consider that the sufferings of this present time  
are not worth comparing with the glory  
about to be revealed to us.  
For the creation waits with eager longing  
for the revealing of the children of God… 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning  
in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,  
but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption,  
the redemption of our bodies.  

 

 
Leader: We are here to recognize our losses  

and remember those we loved who have died.   
When the loss is someone we have loved or been loved 
by, we grieve mightily but we may also rejoice  
and feel gratitude for what we had, the person we knew,  
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or the love we shared before the loss.  
 
As we light a candle in remembrance, as far as is possible, 
let us do so with gratitude for all that was good 
about their time here on earth and with us. 
 
But sometimes when a loved one dies there is also 
turmoil caused by the painful and broken parts of 
relationships that still need healing or forgiveness.  
Sometimes our loss is not a death of a person but the 
death of a trusting relationship, a covenant such as 
marriage, a job or some hope we had for the future, and 
the pain or anger overwhelms any sense of gratitude, and 
we can only lift up to God the jagged edges of our hearts 
and lives for healing. 
 
For some of us our loss this holiday season may be a loss 
to our sense of health, ability, or mental well-being.  
Perhaps we are facing a new diagnosis, testing, chronic 
pain or illness, treatment, or a new limitation that may 
affect our ability to enjoy or experience the holidays the 
way we would like or the way we feel others expect us to. 

 
  And so we light this candle 
  for all who are most in need of healing and peace. 
 
Lighting of the Candles & Prayers 
 
Leader: As the music plays, we invite you to come forward  

to the table at the top of each aisle, take a candle from the 
basket, light it from the candle in the center of each table 
and lay it on the table in remembrance 

  of a loved one who has died or a loss heavy on your heart 
  or in hope of healing or a new start.   
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  You may light the candle in silence  
  or name the person, loss or hope aloud.  
   
  In the past we have also offered individual prayers  
  for healing and the anointing of oil.   
  This year, we invite you to instead write down any  
  specific prayer requests you might have on the card  
  located in your pew, so that each one who needs  
  individual prayers can know themselves seen, heard and  
  prayed for.  Leave them on your pew and they will be  
  prayed for by the pastors here, according to your   
  instructions. 
 
Leader: Let us pray. 
  Gracious God, source of life eternal and abundant,  

in Jesus Christ you heal the sick and mend the broken, 
you forgive sinners and restore the lost to community. 
In Christ you revealed yourself to be  
the light of the world.   
As these candles bring light into this holy space,  
may your love shine into every dark corner  
of our lives and hearts. 
By your Spirit, and through our prayers for one another, 
come upon all who are in need of healing, compassion, 
comfort, forgiveness and new life that they may know 
your healing touch, be comforted and made whole,  
to the glory of Jesus Christ our redeemer. Amen. 

 
Instrumental music  
 
Those who wish may come forward one at a time, maintaining a 
distance of 6 feet apart, to light a candle, either in silence or naming 
their loved one out loud.   
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Litany of Remembrance 
 

Leader:  Having lit our candles, please join me in the litany of 
remembrance for loved ones lost: 

  In the rising of the sun and its going down, 
People: We remember them. 
 
Leader:  In the blowing of the wind and in the chill of the winter, 
People: We remember them. 
 
Leader:  In the opening of the buds and in the rebirth of spring, 
People: We remember them. 
 
Leader:  In the blueness of the sky and in the warmth of summer, 
People: We remember them. 
 
Leader:  At the rustling of the leaves and in the beauty of autumn, 
People: We remember them. 
 
Leader:  At the beginning of the year and when it ends, 
People: We remember them. 
 
Leader:  When we are lost and sick at heart, 
People: We remember them. 
 
Leader:  When we have joys we yearn to share, 
People: We remember them. 
 
Leader:  As long as we live, they too shall live, 
  for they have shaped who we are and 
People: We remember them. 
 
Leader:  I invite you to gaze at these flames… then close your eyes. 
  You should still be able to see them in your mind’s eye. 
  So it is with our loved ones. 
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Leader:  Having remembered our loved ones, 
with gratitude in our hearts,  
we now light the candle of love:  
for the love we have for life  
and for God who is the source of life,  
for the love that those we have lost had for us  
and the love we had and still have for them,  
for the love we have for those still physically present  
in our lives, for the love that has supported us in our grief, 
and for the love that sustains us going forward. 

Leader: The light shines in the darkness, 
People: and the darkness has not overcome it. 

Special Music – “Winter Snow” by Michael Lambeth 

A Unison Reading of Psalm 23 

Leader: Please join me in saying together Psalm 23: 

People: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures;  
he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  
I fear no evil; for you are with me;  
your rod and your staff— they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me  
in the presence of my enemies;  
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me  
all the days of my life,  
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord  
my whole life long. 
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Music – “It Is Well with My Soul” 
 
A Litany from Romans 8 
 

Leader:  Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  
 
People: Neither death, nor life,  

 nor things present, nor things to come,   
 nor powers, nor height, nor depth,  
 nor anything else in all creation,  
 will be able to separate us from the love of God  
 in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude  
 
******************************************************* 
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