
JAMES 5:1-6 - Evidence Against You March 26, 2019 
 
AARON SPEAKING for first 12 minutes... 
 
INTRO –  
 
I thought that Ken would cut that video before Sam and I appear in it. Now you know the truth. 
But in reality, Steve gave us one of the more difficult passages to teach in the series on James. 
We are in James chapter 5 this morning. And I have the awesome opportunity to teach the first 
few verses and then I will tap out and we will welcome Sam Merriman to the stage.  
 
RECAP LAST WEEK –  
 
Pastor Steve had an incredible message last week about living with eternity in mind and 
allowing God to determine our future. Chapter 4 talks a lot about our own selfish desires that 
cause so many problems among us. And it is our pride and boasting about our own plans and 
success that James refers to as evil.  
 
And so here is our passage for today, James 5:1-6 
 
JAMES 5:1-3 ESV 
1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. 
2 Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver have 
corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You 
have laid up treasure in the last days. 
 
And now you can see why Pastor Steve decided to leave town and give this passage to the 
student pastors. And just wait until Sam reads the rest of the passage in a short while...  
 
Okay, first note to make – when James says come now, “YOU RICH” he is referring to 
unbelievers. All throughout James before this verse, he refers to everyone in his letter as 
“brothers” or “brothers and sisters”. Now, he is addressing “you rich people”. In the same way 
that the prophets in the Old Testament would speak against oppressors and evil-doers, James 
is making it clear what God thinks of them. He is reminding the scattered believers what is to 
come to those who have laid up treasures for themselves in the last days. 
 
And when you think about it, Jesus himself said that it’s very near impossible for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of God. There are certainly people, especially in the bible, who were wealthy 
believers. But James is talking about those who hoard their wealth for themselves, rather than 
use their wealth to expand the kingdom. 
 
This warning reminds me of a scene from one of my favorite movies... 
 



MUPPET TREASURE ISLAND 
Robert Louis Stevenson was the author of Treasure Island, which came out in 1883. In a 1990’s 
adaptation, there came a film called MUPPET TREASURE ISLAND. At the end of this story, 
Captain Long John Silver escapes from his jail cell, and escapes from the ship on a lifeboat. 
Before leaving; however, he fills the life boat with treasure. So much treasure, in fact, that his 
life boat eventually sinks to the bottom of the ocean due to the weight of the treasure.  
 
His greed and desire for earthly treasure was the cause of his demise, much like we see in 
James 5.  
 
THE CANDY BAR THIEF 
One other example, when I was in fifth grade. My older brother was selling chocolate bars for a 
soccer team fundraiser. Because of chocolate addiction and selfishness, I stole several 
chocolate bars for myself. Instead of the throwing the candy bar wrappers in thr trash can, I 
chose to put the wrappers in my sock drawer. Soon afterward, my mom was helping me with my 
laundry and noticed the candy bar wrappers. I acted shocked. But the candy bars were 
evidence against my sin. I was too worried about my own desires to care about the 
repercussions.  
 
JAMES 5:3 
3 Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will 
eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. 
 
Those candy bar wrappers were evidence against my selfishness. When looking at the 
evidence, I was proven guilty. 
 
If we are to live with eternity in mind, as Steve preached last week, then treasures will not be so 
valuable to us. The temporary things of this world should not compare to the things that last 
forever. And what lasts forever? Twinkies. Also, in all seriousness, our soul. 
 
JAMES 4:14 says, “Yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are 
a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.” 
 
Mark 8:36 - What does it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose your soul? 
 
 
WHAT DOES THE EVIDENCE OF YOUR SPENDING SAY ABOUT YOU? 
WHAT STATEMENT DOES YOUR BANK ACCOUNT STATEMENT MAKE ABOUT YOU? 
 
Do you have the money habits of those who are not believers, or do you have the habits of 
those who know that life is temporary and money is far less important than the condition of your 
soul? 
 



Maybe you are living paycheck to paycheck - or maybe you have more than enough. Either 
way, let us remember that there is more to life than money. Remember that the most important 
things in life are not things. 
 
Before Sam comes to continue on with this passage, would you please pray with me? 
 
PRAYER - Remind us to live with eternity in mind. Remind us to care more about the condition 
of our soul than the condition of our bank account. Remind the people here to hear Your word 
and do as it says. Be with Sam as he continues this difficult topic about money and what we do 
with the blessings you have given us in the first place. We remember that our money is not truly 
our money, we simply manage it for the sake of the kingdom of God. We pray this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
 
SAM SPEAKING final 15 minutes… 
 
Let me tell you a story- I had a friend who took his brother chocolate bars.  
 
James 5:4-6 
  
The Evidence gets more particular 
 
4- James calls their attention to their mistreatment of workers. 
  
That they were using power to mistreat the poor. 
  
And James is intentional about his language here.  
He calls God by the name “Lord of Host” in order to invoke the image of God as a general 
leading an angel army. 
  
The rich think nothing can stop them and the poor seem powerless. So the poor cry out to 
God. 
  
Psalm 69:33 
  
  [33] For the LORD hears the needy 
  and does not despise his own people who are prisoners. (ESV) 
Psalm 109:31 
  
  [31] For he stands at the right hand of the needy one, 
  to save him from those who condemn his soul to death. (ESV) 
  
 
  



5-  This we can all get caught up in this 
  
The first word there is Luxury and it on its own isn’t necessary bad but the next word bring it 
light 
  
Self-indulgence- This is living life for pleasures. 
  
  
  
I got saved when I was 17 I meet Jesus because of some friends who were willing to invite me 
to something. 
If I were to summarize 17 years old pre Jesus me way of life I would summarize it as hedonistic. 
  
I am still can be very selfish and self-indulgence. I got married in January I know that now more 
than ever! 
  
6- That the rich have handed down a death sentence 
  
  
The righteous person is not going to seek to avenge themselves because they are trusting in 
Jesus. 
  
Matthew 5:38–42 
  
[38] “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ [39] But I say 
to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him 
the other also. [40] And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as 
well. [41] And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. [42] Give to the one 
who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you. (ESV) 
  
  
  
James isn’t condemning riches. But condemning when riches lead us to sin. 
 
  
Luke 12:13–21 
  
[13] Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 
me.” [14] But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” [15] And he 
said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not 
consist in the abundance of his possessions.” [16] And he told them a parable, saying, “The 
land of a rich man produced plentifully, [17] and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I 
have nowhere to store my crops?’ [18] And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and 



build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. [19] And I will say to my 
soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ [20] But 
God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have 
prepared, whose will they be?’ [21] So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich 
toward God.” (ESV) 
 
Jesus teaches us we all must guard from covetousness. 
 
Hoarding is wasting. 
 
James is teaching us throughout this book that we don’t measure up. We all fail the test of 
pure religion. And we need a Lord and Savior. Someone to save us and someone to lead us. 
  
  
Don’t hoard wealth- faithful with what we do have.  
 It doesn’t matter if you make 20000 a year of 500000 a year. 
  
Mark 12:41–44 
  
[41] And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the 
offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. [42] And a poor widow came and put in two 
small copper coins, which make a penny. [43] And he called his disciples to him and said to 
them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing 
to the offering box. [44] For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her 
poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” (ESV) 
  
We see that money and what we use it for is a heart issue.  
  
3 things to fight back. 

1. Have proper enjoyment- you can eat chick fil a.  
2. Save sensibly for the future - it is wise to do so.  
3. And you give much to the Lord and his work.- this is the more powerful one.  

  
  
 
BRIDGE GROUP QUESTIONS: 
 

1. What stood out to you from this message? 
2. What were the rich people accused of in James 5:1-6? 
3. Do you think earthly riches make it easier to follow God or more difficult? Why do you 

think that? 
4. How can we fight against our own selfish desires, especially when it comes to money? 



5. Why do you think James spends some time talking to these rich people, who are 
probably not even believers? 

6. What is a ministry, missionary, or organization that you love supporting financially? 
 


