
The Good Father

Any fisherman here? Share my fishing story. 

Do you believe that God exists, or do you believe in the God who exists? This series is 
going to challenge us to examine ourselves and to answer the question: “Is my faith the 
real deal or just an empty shell?” 

True Faith is Faith That Works 

James is addressing Christ – followers going through trials. Trials are a part of the life of
a Christ - Follower. Temptation is part of life of a Christ – Follower. 

Once I become a Christ – Follower all trials, temptations and evil desires will leave me. 
Not true. Trials & Temptations will still be there. It may increase. 

When you become a follower of Jesus you become an enemy of Satan. Change Teams 
& the devil doesn’t like it. 

Your team may change, and your life may start to change but here’s one thing that will 
never change: God’s character. 

This is a foundational truth for us as Christians, or Christ – Followers. God is good - 
always. God is for us – always. God blesses his children – always. May not be with 
health, wealth or comfort. But it means he is always with us through our trials & 
temptations. 

James makes the case for it: 

James 1: 2 – 4 (NIV) 2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything. 

James 1:5 – 8 (NIV) If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you
must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 
blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from 
the Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.

James 1:12 (NIV) Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood 
the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those 
who love him.

God’s goodness is foundational to our faith in the Christian life. His goodness is the 
hope we hold on to. It’s the anchor of truth when you and I are tossed around by the 
raging seas of doubt. God is good to us, even in our trials & temptations. 

Trials and Temptations always Test our Trust



Is God really good? Can he be trusted? Is he good enough to help me through this?

What is the difference between a trial and a temptation? 

Trials: lead to God’s glorification. Build strength. Require perseverance.  

Temptations: look for self – gratification. Seek weakness. Offer shortcuts. 

James says that God intends trials to strengthen our love for him and to grow our trust, 
or faith in him. Unfortunately, not every trial we face produces maturity in us. Instead of 
growing deeper in love & trust of God; instead of longing for the crown of life, 
sometimes we blame God. 

Adam and Eve. “This woman you gave me”. Eve – “The serpent deceived me”. That’s 
why I ate the fruit. It’s been our nature to blame every day since. 

Test is too severe. It pushed me towards sin. I need to blame someone, so I blame 
God. He led me to sin.  

Not so fast my friend. James says that is not the case: 

James 1:13 (NET) Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God,” for God 
cannot be tempted by evil, and he himself tempts no one. 

James is strongly saying “don’t you dare say that God is tempting you”. Don’t make this 
about God. This is about me. You. Us.  

God never singles anyone out for impossible tests, tests that are bound to fail. God 
never entices us to sin. That would be evil. God cannot be tempted by evil, and he 
himself tempts no one.

But, God does test us through trials to grow our trust. Ex. Abraham & Isaac. Israel in the
wilderness. Manna. Quail. 

A trial is a test that allows us to prove our trust and love. It becomes a temptation when 
it hijacks our desires and leads us to sin. 

James 1:14 (NET) But each one is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own 
desires.

The origin of temptation is not from God. It’s from inside us. It is our own desire. It 
comes from me. So, when we step towards temptation and give in James tells us we 
can’t say, “God, you made me this way. God, you put that temptation in front of me”. 

The origin of that temptation started in me. And you. In us. 

Temptation is basically doubting that God is good. Or that he is good enough. Or that 
there is something better that what he offers us. We will be tempted to doubt God’s 
goodness when we experience various trials. Trials and Temptations always Test our 
Trust. 



What’s at stake when we doubt God’s goodness and don’t place our trust in him?

James 1:15 (NET) Then when desire conceives, it gives birth to sin, and when sin is full 
grown, it gives birth to death.

Starts with desire. “I want it”. Nothing wrong w/desire it’s just hard to hold it with an open
hand. Desires morph into demands. “I have to have it”. Him, her, car, house, job, $$, 
power or position. Then demand moves to need. “I will get it. I can’t live w/o it.” It now 
has control over our hearts. Then it’s decision time.  

Satan Wants to Kill Us. God Wants to Fulfill Us.

Every person who has ever lived on this planet has at some point fallen for the same lie 
the serpent whispered in the garden of Eden, “God is keeping something good from 
you”.

“Go ahead. This is going to bring you pleasure. You deserve it. This is going to be so 
good”. It feels so right it can’t be wrong! 

We may have the feeling that it’s wrong, but deep down inside we desire it and want it 
anyway. At that moment we have a choice; trust that God is good and lean on him to 
lead us away from sin or give in to the doubt of the enemy that God is keeping 
something good from you and take the bait.

Satan is entirely predictable: Desire, Doubt, Deception, Disobedience. (Rick Warren)

If we go with God, if we trust him in that moment of decision, we can grow, mature and 
seek after the crown of life that he has promised to those persevere. 

If we buy the lie, if we take the lure & give in to the enticement; if we go for it, James 
tells us that conception of sin takes place. And if we keep giving in to our sinful desires, 
sin becomes a pattern, and eventually a life – dominating force that takes our life. 

Anytime we pursue something that God says is sin, it has the real possibility to end in 
death. 

Two potential paths in any test: Trials met with endurance & trust in God help make us 
mature and complete, lacking nothing. It leads to the crown of life, which is eternal life 
with Jesus. 

Trials met with selfish desire, and doubt in God’s goodness leads to sin and death. 
When our desire conceives it gives birth to sin. When sin grows up it gives birth to 
death. This death is more than our physical death, as tragic as that is. It is a spiritual 
death.

So, if we know that Trials and Temptations always Test our Trust. And we realize that 
Satan wants to kill us, and God wants to fulfill us, how do we persevere through the 
trials and not give in to temptation? 

James 1:16 (NET) Do not be led astray, my dear brothers and sisters. 



Don’t be deceived by the deceitfulness of sin. Satan is the master of the “bait and 
switch”. We buy what he’s selling & he turns on us. Don’t be taken in by it. 

John 8:44b (NLT) He was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; 
for he is a liar and the father of lies.

Contrast that with the character of God:

James 1:17 (NET) All generous giving and every perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or the slightest hint of 
change.

It’s tempting to look at this verse and focus on the gifts b/c we all love to receive gifts. 
But James emphasizes the source of the gifts, our Good Father. 

It says that ALL light is “coming down from the Father of lights”. Our Good Father spoke
light into existence. Gen. 1:3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  

All other sources of light are subject to change. They fluctuate. They are not 100% all 
the time. God is good all the time. James tells us that “there is no variation or the 
slightest hint of change” in his goodness. 

Our Good Father gives Good gifts, not impossible trials & tests. How do you view God 
in the midst of trials? Tests? Temptations? 

Is he still good? Is his character still trustworthy? Trials and Temptations always Test 
our Trust. 

When we are tempted to give in, b/c of his strength we can:

Step Away from Temptation and Step Towards God. 

Temptation is real, it comes from within and it’s all around us. But God is offering you 
and me something so much better. The real deal, not the fake stuff. Something that will 
truly satisfy, not steal our souls. 

Share about the biggest bass I ever (almost) caught. 

What’s your lure? What entices you? Pornography? Jealousy? Drugs? Alcohol? Pride? 
Envy? Greed? Control? Maybe you’re here today and you have been lured and enticed 
by your own desires and have given in to temptation. Maybe once. Maybe consistently. 
It might be a pattern at this point. You know where it leads, and you don’t want to go 
there; What do you do?  

You can shake loose of that temptation today. How? You can ask God to give you the 
strength to step away from that and he will give it to you. He is a good, good Father and 
he has the power to help you step away and step towards him, but you must ask for it. 
The power is available. We must ask for it. 



May be going through a trial, a test today and the enemy has been throwing doubt & lies
at you about the lack of God’s goodness. God’s character is unchanging. His goodness 
is unchanging. It doesn’t waver or ebb & flow with circumstances. It is the same ALL the
time. His character is Love. It’s who He is. Even when we fail the test. 

James 1:18 (NET) By his sovereign plan he gave us birth through the message of truth, 
that we would be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.

The message of truth is the gospel. The gospel is the good news that Jesus died & paid
the cost for each sin we have, are presently or will ever commit. The firstfruits are O.T. 
sacrificial language which means the first product of the field or flock. It is the first and 
best. James says that who we are as God’s people. His firstfruits. Even as a Christ – 
follower, when you and I fail the test, when we give in to temptation, we can cry out for 
God’s mercy and he offers it. Our crown of life rests on his unchanging goodness, not 
our own changing choices. 

What trial are you presently going through? What temptation is in front of you? Or have 
you hooked? Trials and Temptations always Test our Trust. God is worthy of our trust. 
He is good. His way is good. Satan wants to kill us. God wants to fulfill us. 

Small Group Questions

1. What grabbed your attention in this message? 

2. Have you ever been on a diet? What food held the strongest temptation for you 
while on your diet? How did you fight against the temptation to give in? 

3. Read James 1:12 – 18. What do these scriptures reveal about trials and 
temptations? What is the difference between the two? 

4. According to James 1:12 – 18, what two things does God never do? What two 
things come only from God? How can knowing these four things help you resist 
temptation? 

5. According to James 1:15, what is the pattern of temptation? Where does it lead if
allowed to grow and mature? Why is it important that we not blame our 
temptation on God?

6. Where does temptation come from? In light of this, what’s the best way to deal 
with our desires? 

7. What are some of the lies the enemy whispers to lure and entice us to give in to 
temptation? Read Hebrews 2:18 & 4:15 – 16. How can this help us fight 
temptation?

8. What does James 1:17 tell us about God’s character? Why does he call God the 
“Father of lights”? Share about a season you struggled with doubting God’s 
goodness. What changed? 



9. What does James mean by the “firstfruits of all he created”? Why is this 
important for us as we face trials and temptations?

10. Close in prayer asking for wisdom to live faithfully as we face trials and 
temptations. God promises to answer that prayer – always (James 1:5). 


