
JAMES SERMON SERIES – APRIL 7, 2019      Aaron Miller 

JAMES 2:14-28 – FAITH PRODUCES ACTION 

If you go back to middle school science class, one of the things they teach you is the 7 
characteristics of living organisms... 

1. respond to their environment 
2. grow and change 
3. reproduce and have offspring 
4. have a complex chemistry 
5. maintain homeostasis – a metabolism, which uses energy. 
6. are built of structures called cells 
7. pass their traits onto their offspring 
BONUS 8th – all living organisms enjoy a good joke.  
BONUS 9th – all living organisms love puppies. 

There is a huge difference between something that is living and something that is dead.  

And the same is true of our faith. There is such a thing as a living and active faith – with similar 
characteristics of a living organism. And so we, as Christians... 

1. respond to our environment, we do not just let the world change us, we change the world. 
2. grow and change, constantly through sanctification by the power of the Holy Spirit making 
us more like Christ every day.  
3. reproduce and have offspring – We make disciples. We share the good news to make new 
believers.  
4. have a complex chemistry – we are constantly expelling the bad and taking in the good. 
5. maintain homeostasis - Living organisms maintain a stable internal condition, despite 
changes in their external environment. We can be pressed on every side and yet not be 
crushed. No matter what happens around us, we maintain our identity in Christ. 
6. are built of structures called cells. We are fearfully and wonderfully made. Each of us is 
unique and given a specific purpose for the church. 
7. pass their traits onto their offspring. We teach our kids the joy of having a relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  
BONUS 8th – all living organisms enjoy a good joke. 

For example – 

1. Who was the smartest guy in the Bible? Abraham. He knew a Lot. 
2. Who was the fastest guy in the Bible? Adam - he was first in the human race. 
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3. Which biblical character was the youngest to speak foul language? Job, because he cursed 
the day he was born. 

BONUS 9th – Puppy Picture. 

We were once dead in our sins – but we have since been made alive in Christ. 

I believe that as believers, we ought to show soooo many signs of life – that we are 
unmistakably alive in Christ. And the author of the book of James thought so as well... 

JAMES 2:14-26 NLT 

14 What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by 
your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? 

15 Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, 

16 and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you 
don’t give that person any food or clothing. What good does that do? 

17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and 
useless. 

18 Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But I say, 
“How can you show me your faith if you don’t have good deeds? I will show you my faith by 
my good deeds.” 

19 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God.[f] Good for you! Even the 
demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. 

20 How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is useless? 

21 Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right with God by his 
actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 

22 You see, his faith and his actions worked together. His actions made his faith complete. 

23 And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham believed God, and God counted 
him as righteous because of his faith.”[g] He was even called the friend of God.[h] 

24 So you see, we are shown to be right with God by what we do, not by faith alone. 
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25 Rahab the prostitute is another example. She was shown to be right with God by her 
actions when she hid those messengers and sent them safely away by a different road. 

26 Just as the body is dead without breath,[i] so also faith is dead without good works. 

OKAY, I feel like we could close in prayer right now. Worship team come on up... JK... 

JAMES 2:14-26 NLT  
WHAT GOOD IS IT, DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS, IF YOU SAY YOU HAVE FAITH BUT DON’T 
SHOW IT BY YOUR ACTIONS? CAN THAT KIND OF FAITH SAVE ANYONE? 

So there are two questions that James asks his audience to start this passage: 

1. WHAT GOOD IS IT FOR SOMEONE TO CLAIM TO HAVE FAITH BUT HAVE NO DEEDS? 
2. CAN SUCH A FAITH SAVE THAT PERSON? 

Usually when someone asks a question with “What good is it?” it usually indicates that they 
are struggling to find the good in something. 

Another way of asking this question in Greek is asking, “What benefit is there?” and is taken 
more as a rhetorical question that implies that there is no benefit.  

James has already made several statements like this in chapter 1... 

James 1:22  
But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling 
yourselves. 

This first question (What good can come from a faith without any actions) is answered using 
two examples – the first one is in verse 15 – 16... 

JAMES 2:15-16 
15 SUPPOSE YOU SEE A BROTHER OR SISTER WHO HAS NO FOOD OR CLOTHING, 
16 AND YOU SAY, “GOOD-BYE AND HAVE A GOOD DAY; STAY WARM AND EAT WELL”—BUT THEN 
YOU DON’T GIVE THAT PERSON ANY FOOD OR CLOTHING. WHAT GOOD DOES THAT DO? 

The phrase “Stay warm and well fed“ can be taken one of two different ways – 

1. “Warm yourself and feed yourself.” That is, I wish you well as you take care of yourself. 
2. And also “Be warmed and well fed” as if to imply, “May God feed you and clothe you because I 
certainly won’t.” 
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JAMES 2:17 
SO YOU SEE, FAITH BY ITSELF ISN’T ENOUGH. UNLESS IT PRODUCES GOOD DEEDS, IT IS DEAD 
AND USELESS. 

What kind of good can we find in someone ignoring a person who is hungry and naked?  
The bad kind of good. That is the kind of good – the bad kind of good. 

The faith that stands by itself without action is a dead faith. It’s not just a bad type of faith or a little 
amount of faith – it is dead. It is non-existent. 

Already in James 1:22-24 we have this message to believers... 

JAMES 1:22-24 
 22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who 
listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 
and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 

Anyone who hears the word but does not live it out is like me after I shaved my head last summer. 
Every time I looked in the mirror I would be surprised to find my head so shiny and hairless. I hope that 
we remember who we are and what we are supposed to be as the church. I hope that we are known for 
our actions as much as we are known for our beliefs. 

AND ESPECIALLY WHEN IT COMES TO MEETING THE NEEDS OF OTHERS...  

David Platt, a popular Christian author and pastor, once said this to his church... 

He asked, 

“CAN YOU BE A CHRISTIAN AND NOT LOOK AFTER THE NEEDS OF THE POOR? 
THE ANSWER IS NO. A FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS LIKE A FRUIT TREE WITHOUT FRUIT.” 

MATTHEW 7:15-20 
15 “Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious wolves. 
16 You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from thorn 
bushes, or figs from thistles? 17 A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit. 
18 A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 19 So every tree 
that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fire. 20 Yes, just as you can 
identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions. 

The world will recognize us by our good fruit. They will either see the overflow of love that we have for 
Jesus and for others or they will see a faith that means nothing and produces nothing at all. 

- Acts of mercy or compassion are not a means to salvation. BUT... 
- Acts of mercy are necessary evidence of salvation. 
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MATTHEW 25:31-46 
31 “But when the Son of Man[a] comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit upon 
his glorious throne. 32 All the nations[b] will be gathered in his presence, and he will separate the 
people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will place the sheep at his right 
hand and the goats at his left. 

34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry, and you fed me. I 
was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. 36 I was 
naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited 
me.’ 

37 “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you? Or 
thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and 
give you clothing? 39 When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 

40 “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers and sisters,[c] you were doing it to me!’ 

41 “Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you cursed ones, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons.[d] 42 For I was hungry, and you didn’t feed me. I 
was thirsty, and you didn’t give me a drink. 43 I was a stranger, and you didn’t invite me into your 
home. I was naked, and you didn’t give me clothing. I was sick and in prison, and you didn’t visit 
me.’ 

44 “Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or 
sick or in prison, and not help you?’ 

45 “And he will answer, ‘I tell you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these my brothers 
and sisters, you were refusing to help me.’ 

46 “And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.” 

Matthew 25 – What we do for the poor is actually for Jesus himself. 

I imagine that if Jesus were here in the flesh, we would make sure that all of his needs were met. I 
would find him a place to stay, take him to get some clothes at Target and H&M because that is where I 
get all of my clothes and I would definitely want to the same outfits as Jesus. We would take him to get 
something to eat and I would pay – because how cool would that be to pay for Jesus’ chicken tenders 
and waffle fries? And yet, we absolutely do this for Jesus when we do this for those in need all around 
us. A faith without action is no faith at all. And it cannot save you. 

Here is the sober reality as a reminder to you this morning... 
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- Over a billion people in the world live on less than $1 a day in extreme poverty. 
- Lowest Income - 37% of the world (2.5 billion people) live on less than $825 per year. 
- Lower Middle Income - 38% of the world (2.6 billion people) live on less than $3,000 per year. 
- Super Highest Income – 1% of the world population makes $50,000 per year. 

Approximately 500,000 children under the age of 5 died from preventable or treatable conditions last 
year. 

Our giving to the poor isn’t motivated by guilt – it’s motivated by the overflow of our love to Christ.  

THE SIN OF DOING NOTHING 

I think we often consider sins as things we should not do.  
Do not lie. Do not steal. Do not covet. And so on... 

But James is reminding the church that the sin of doing nothing is just as damaging and destructive.  

We are actively sinning in our inactivity. 

Maybe this morning, we are guilty of the sin of leaving our brother and sister with no food to go 
hungry. 
Maybe this morning, we are guilty of the things we should have done but did not.  
If your faith does not produce good fruit then you are a bad tree that produces bad fruit.  
There is no in-between. 

Moving on... 

JAMES 2:18-19 
NOW SOMEONE MAY ARGUE, “SOME PEOPLE HAVE FAITH; OTHERS HAVE GOOD DEEDS.” 
BUT I SAY, “HOW CAN YOU SHOW ME YOUR FAITH IF YOU DON’T HAVE GOOD DEEDS? 
I WILL SHOW YOU MY FAITH BY MY GOOD DEEDS.” 
19 YOU SAY YOU HAVE FAITH, FOR YOU BELIEVE THAT THERE IS ONE GOD. GOOD FOR YOU! 
EVEN THE DEMONS BELIEVE THIS, AND THEY TREMBLE IN TERROR. 

THE CHRISTIAN ATHEIST AND DEMONS 

The Christian Atheist by Craig Groeschel is a great book that talks about how many people claim to 
believe in God but live as if He doesn’t exist. On page 33 “A recent Gallup poll reported that 94 
percent of Americans claim to believe in God or a universal spirit... But there is a big difference in 
believing in something and living for something.” 

You may believe in God, but do you truly live for God? 
You may believe in God, but do you fear Him as you should? 
You may have solid theology in your head, but does your heart and soul belong to God? 
You may know scripture, but do you actually obey it? 
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I wonder how many Christian Atheists allow their knowledge of the gospel to go to waste.  

I wonder if demons actually have better theology than we do. And fear the Lord more that we do. 

SPEAKING OF DEMONS  -  

I have this great idea for when I enter heaven someday... I hate demons. In fact, when I enter into 
heaven, I am going to enlist in Heaven’s military. I’m gonna set myself up right next to the arch-angel 
Michael and slay me some demons.  

I am a huge fan of movies that involve sword fighting – Lord of the Rings, The Three Musketeers, The 
Mask of Zorro, The Princess Bride, The Count of Monte Cristo, etc.. How cool would it be to slay 
some demons? 

IF IT’S NOT ENOUGH FOR THE DEMONS TO KNOW AND TREMBLE BEFORE GOD, THEN IT IS 
NOT ENOUGH FOR US! 

You must call on the name of Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and then live for Him and worship 
Him by serving others through the overflow of love that you have for Jesus. 

Obedience to God is not optional. It is the necessary evidence of our salvation. 

There are many things theologically that we can get wrong and yet still be okay before God, 
but inaction and inactivity especially for the poor, is not one of them. 

JAMES 2:20 
20 HOW FOOLISH! CAN’T YOU SEE THAT FAITH WITHOUT GOOD DEEDS IS USELESS? 

We have already had two examples of what not to do – and now here are a few examples of how 
obedience AND faith have the power to save... 

JAMES 2:21-26 
21 Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right with God by his 
actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 

22 You see, his faith and his actions worked together. His actions made his faith complete. 

23 And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham believed God, and God counted 
him as righteous because of his faith.” He was even called the friend of God. 

24 So you see, we are shown to be right with God by what we do, not by faith alone. 
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25 Rahab the prostitute is another example. She was shown to be right with God by her 
actions when she hid those messengers and sent them safely away by a different road. 

26 Just as the body is dead without breath, so also faith is dead without good works. 

I remember Amanda and I talking about Matthew 25 when we were in college. That line in 
verse 41 where the Lord says, “depart from me, for I never knew you.” That really worried us. 
We made it a point to always tithe, even when we both only worked part-time jobs when we 
first got married. We wanted to give until it hurt, knowing that loving the poor and giving to 
the needy is the same exact thing as giving to Jesus Christ himself.  

Amanda and I decided that it’s not worth the risk – we would always give to the poor and 
needy so long as we can. 

Those people in Matthew 25 were shocked. They had never realized the damage of their 
inactivity. They failed to recognize that their inaction was the worst possible action.  

I want to be known for my good fruit. I want to be obedient to the point where people think of 
me as a friend of God. As Abraham was. I love how Rahab the Prostitute did not allow her 
reputation to keep her from living for God. 

There are simply those with a life-saving faith that is active and full of good fruit, and then 
there is a dead faith that can save no one.  

There is another example of a well-lived faith that we would like to recognize today.  

There are certain people that you can look at and know they have the characteristics of a living 
person in Christ. I want to invite Taren to share about that person at this moment... 

  
SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS... 

1. What stuck out to you from this message? 
2. What were some changes that began to take place when you went from dead in sin to alive 
in Christ?  
3. What need in the world do you take as a personal mission? 
4. Why do you think God places an emphasis on Christians helping the poor? 
Read through Matthew 25:31-46 
5. Share about a time God used someone to meet a need in your life. How did that lead you 
to want to help others? 
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6. In what areas do you see the Bridge Church producing good fruit? What part can you 
personally play in helping produce good fruit? 
Read James 2:21-26 
7. What does this passage teach us about the relationship between faith and obedience? Why 
is living out our faith so important to those around us? 
8. Give an example of how you can walk in obedience and action this week.
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