
COURAGEOUS WARRIOR – Entering the Unknown 
Joshua 3 

First command - Focus on the Ark – (v.1- 4)  

Other names for the Ark of Covenant:  

“Ark of the Lord,” (Joshua 6:11) - “Ark of God,” (1 Samuel 3:3) - “Ark of Testimony,” (Exodus 25:22). 

  

Represented the promise of a Messiah and presence of God.  

Measurements - (Exodus 25:10-11) - 3 ft. 9” (long), 2 ft, 3” (wide), and 2 ft. 3” high.  

The lid was solid gold. On top two angelic statues, “Cherubim’s.”  

CONTENTS - two tablets, Ten Commandments (Exodus 25:16, 21) - golden pot of Manna (Exodus 

16:32, 34) - and Aaron’s rod that budded, (Numbers 17:1-11)  

Transported - Carried by poles which ran through four solid gold rings (Exodus 30:4)  

What is the connection between the O.T. Ark of the Covenant and Christ?  

Jesus is the “substance” of the “Ark.”  

1) Christ fulfilled It. Matthew 5:17  

2) Christ is everlasting Manna. John 6:35   

3) Christ is God’s chosen high priest.  

(Romans 4:25) “…who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our 

justification.”  

 

Original “Ark of the Covenant” disappeared – Nebuchadnezzar (Babylonian King) - destroyed 

Jerusalem and the temple / 586 B.C. / 2 Chronicles 36:15-21.  



BETTER COVENANT - (Hebrews 8:6) But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as 

He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.  

Note: (v. 4b). “But do not follow too closely. Stay about a thousand cubits (cubit is 18 inches) behind 

the Ark.” It was a little more than half a mile.  

Today in Christ we can draw near - (Ephesians 2:17-18) And He came and preached peace to you 

who were afar off and to those who were near. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit 

to the Father.  

God does not want a “long distance” relationship with you!  

(Psalm 32:8) I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye.  

 

Second command - Sanctify yourselves – (v.5)  

Sanctify – Hebrew: qadash – holy devoted, prepared; set apart for a higher purpose.  

Wonders – Hebrew: pala - to be marvelous, be surpassing, be extraordinary.  

 

Third command - Lift up the Ark. (v.6-8)  

(1 Corinthians 11:1) Imitate (follow) me, just as I also imitate (follow) Christ.  

(Ephesians 6:11-12) Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles 

of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 

places.  

(v.9-10) “…the living God is among us, and will without fail, drive the enemy out!”  

(v.11-13)   

(Matthew 8:27b) "Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?"  



(v.14-16) Here we see the time of year, “harvest season” around April. The snow melting off Mt. 

Hermon in the north flowed into the Jordan River. At this time the flow of water was so “great” the 

Jordan had overflowed its banks! Far beyond the waters “normal” course.   

(v.16, 17) The waters stopped as far away as the City of Adam near Zaretan (Adam on the eastside, 

Zaretan many believe was west of the Jordan). Some 30 miles north of Jericho.  

  

APPLICATION:  

1) Water’s part when feet (faith) touch the edge.  

 

2) Harvest is now!   

 

(John 4:35b) “…lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!”  

(Matthew 9:37-38) “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few…”  

 

CONCLUSION:  

Fear not the “unknown,” for you are “known” and loved by God!  

 


