
I. What Was the Altar of Incense? 

Exodus 30:1-10 “You shall make an altar on which to burn incense; you shall make it 
of acacia wood. A cubit shall be its length, and a cubit its breadth. It shall be square, 
and two cubits shall be its height. Its horns shall be of one piece with it. You shall 
overlay it with pure gold, its top and around its sides and its horns. And you shall make 
a molding of gold around it. And you shall make two golden rings for it. Under its 
molding on two opposite sides of it you shall make them, and they shall be holders for 
poles with which to carry it. You shall make the poles of acacia wood and overlay 
them with gold. And you shall put it in front of the veil that is above the ark of the 
testimony, in front of the mercy seat that is above the testimony, where I will meet 
with you. And Aaron shall burn fragrant incense on it. Every morning when he dresses 
the lamps he shall burn it, and when Aaron sets up the lamps at twilight, he shall burn 
it, a regular incense offering before the Lord throughout your generations. You shall 
not offer unauthorized incense on it, or a burnt offering, or a grain offering, and you 
shall not pour a drink offering on it. Aaron shall make atonement on its horns once a 
year. With the blood of the sin offering of atonement he shall make atonement for it 
once in the year throughout your generations. It is most holy to the Lord.” 

Leviticus 16:12-13 “And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before 
the Lord, and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside 
the veil and put the incense on the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the incense 
may cover the mercy seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die.” 

II. Why Is the Altar of Incense Needed? 

Proverbs 15:29 “The Lord is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the 
righteous.” 

Exodus 30:10 “Aaron shall make atonement on its horns once a year. With the blood 
of the sin offering of atonement he shall make atonement for it once in the year 
throughout your generations. It is most holy to the Lord.”

“We should observe here the correspondence between the two altars; for, as the 
Israelites were admonished that the sacrifices would not please God, unless all 
uncleanness were wiped away by pure and holy prayers, so also the altar of incense 
was purified by the sprinkling of blood, that they might learn that their prayers 
obtained acceptance through sacrifices. Although this was only done once a year, 
yet it was daily to be called to mind, in order that they might offer the death of Christ 
by faith and prayer, and yet might know that their prayers had no sweet savor, unless 
in so far as they were sprinkled with the blood of atonement.”1 

Psalm 141:1-2 “O Lord, I call upon you; hasten to me! Give ear to my voice when I call 
to you! Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of my 
hands as the evening sacrifice!”
 

III. How Does It Point to Christ? 

      A. He Is the Great High _________________________

Luke 1:10-11 “And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the 
hour of incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the 
right side of the altar of incense.” 

Hebrews 9:1-4 “Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an 
earthly place of holiness. For a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were 
the lampstand and the table and the bread of the Presence. It is called the Holy 
Place. Behind the second curtain was a second section called the Most Holy 
Place, having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on 
all sides with gold, in which was a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s staff 
that budded, and the tablets of the covenant.” 

      B. He _________________________ on Our Behalf 

Hebrews 7:23-25 “The former priests were many in number, because they were 
prevented by death from continuing in office, but he holds his priesthood 
permanently, because he continues forever. Consequently, he is able to save to 
the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to 
make intercession for them.” 

1 John 2:1-2 “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins 
of the whole world.”

Romans 8:34 “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than 
that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding 
for us.”

      C. The Prayers of the Saints Are Presented Before

           the _________________________ 

Revelation 5:8 “And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden 
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.” 

Revelation 8:3-4 “And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden 
censer, and he was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints 
on the golden altar before the throne, and the smoke of the incense, with the 
prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel.” 

 

1 John Calvin, “Commentary on Exodus: Harmony of the Law”
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Prayer of Confession and Repentance 

1 John 1:8-10 “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us.”

Psalm 32:1-5 “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there 
is no deceit. For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all 
day long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried 
up as by the heat of summer. I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my 
iniquity; said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,’ and you forgave the iniquity 
of my sin. Selah”  

Psalm 51:1-19 “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly 
from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my 
sin is ever before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in 
your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. 
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, 
you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the secret 
heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. Hide 
your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and 
take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold 
me with a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return 
to you. Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation, and my 
tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will 
declare your praise. For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not 
be pleased with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken 
and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. Do good to Zion in your good 
pleasure; build up the walls of Jerusalem; then will you delight in right sacrifices, in 
burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on your altar.” 

Psalm 119:9-16 “How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according 
to your word. With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your 
commandments! I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against 
you. Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your statutes! With my lips I declare all the 
rules of your mouth. In the way of your testimonies I delight as much as in all riches. I 
will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. I will delight in your 
statutes; I will not forget your word.” 

Psalm 141:1-4 “O Lord, I call upon you; hasten to me! Give ear to my voice when I 
call to you! Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of 
my hands as the evening sacrifice! Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep 
watch over the door of my lips! Do not let my heart incline to any evil, to busy 
myself with wicked deeds in company with men who work iniquity, and let me not 
eat of their delicacies!” 

Prayer Over One Another 

Psalm 1 ”Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands 
in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by 
streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all 
that he does, he prospers. The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind 
drives away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous; for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the 
way of the wicked will perish.”  

Psalm 23 “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green 
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths 
of righteousness for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Romans 8:1-4 “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of 
sin and death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not 
do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned 
sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.” 

Romans 8:26-29 “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know 
what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings 
too deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. And 
we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be 
the firstborn among many brothers.” 

Numbers 6:22-27 “The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Speak to Aaron and his sons, 
saying, Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, The Lord bless 
you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to 
you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. So shall they 
put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.’” 
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