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1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: “Get out 
of your country, from your family and 
from your father’s house, to a land that I 
will show you. 2 I will make you a great 
nation; I will bless you and make your 
name great; and you shall be a blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you, and I will 
curse him who curses you; and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Genesis 12:1-9
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4 So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken 
to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from 
Haran. 5 Then Abram took Sarai his wife and 
Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions 
that they had gathered, and the people whom 
they had acquired in Haran, and they departed 
to go to the land of Canaan. So they came to 
the land of Canaan. 6 Abram passed through 
the land to the place of Shechem, as far as the 
terebinth tree of Moreh. And the Canaanites 
were then in the land. Genesis 12:1-9
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7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and 
said, “To your descendants I will give this 
land.” And there he built an altar to the 
LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 And he 
moved from there to the mountain east of 
Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel 
on the west and Ai on the east; there he 
built an altar to the LORD and called on the 
name of the LORD. 9 So Abram journeyed, 
going on still toward the South.

Genesis 12:1-9
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15 Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, 
you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be
her name. 16 And I will bless her and also give you a son 
by her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother
of nations; kings of peoples shall be from her.”
17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said 
in his heart, “Shall a child be born to a man who is one 
hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety 
years old, bear a child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, 
“Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!”
19 Then God said: “No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a 
son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish 
My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and
with his descendants after him. Genesis 17:15-19 
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36 And Esau said, “Is he not rightly named 
Jacob? For he has supplanted me these 
two times. He took away my birthright, and 
now look, he has taken away my blessing!” 
And he said, “Have you not reserved a 
blessing for me?”
37 Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, 
“Indeed I have made him your master, and 
all his brethren I have given to him as 
servants; with grain and wine I have 
sustained him. What shall I do now for you, 
my son?” Genesis 27:36-41
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38 And Esau said to his father, “Have you 
only one blessing, my father? Bless me—
me also, O my father!” And Esau lifted up 
his voice and wept.
39 Then Isaac his father answered and said 
to him: “Behold, your dwelling shall be of 
the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of 
heaven from above. 40 By your sword you 
shall live, and you shall serve your brother;
and it shall come to pass, when you 
become restless, that you shall break his 
yoke from your neck.” Genesis 27:36-41
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41 So Esau hated Jacob because of the 
blessing with which his father blessed him, 
and Esau said in his heart, “The days of 
mourning for my father are at hand; then I 
will kill my brother Jacob.”

Genesis 27:36-41
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10 And not only this, but when Rebecca also 
had conceived by one man, even by our 
father Isaac 11 (for the children not yet 
being born, nor having done any good or 
evil, that the purpose of God according to 
election might stand, not of works but of 
Him who calls), 12 it was said to her, “The 
older shall serve the younger.” 13 As it is 
written, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I 
have hated.”

Romans 9:10-16
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14 What shall we say then? Is there
unrighteousness with God? Certainly 
not! 15 For He says to Moses, “I will have 
mercy on whomever I will have mercy, 
and I will have compassion on 
whomever I will have compassion.” 16 So 
then it is not of him who wills, nor of him 
who runs, but of God who shows mercy.

Romans 9:10-16
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1 Now Jacob lifted his eyes and looked, and 
there, Esau was coming, and with him were 
four hundred men. So he divided the children 
among Leah, Rachel, and the two 
maidservants. 2 And he put the maidservants 
and their children in front, Leah and her 
children behind, and Rachel and Joseph last. 3 

Then he crossed over before them and 
bowed himself to the ground seven times, 
until he came near to his brother.

Genesis 33:1-9
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4 But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced 
him, and fell on his neck and kissed him, and 
they wept. 5 And he lifted his eyes and saw the 
women and children, and said, “Who are
these with you?” So he said, “The children 
whom God has graciously given your 
servant.” 6 Then the maidservants came near, 
they and their children, and bowed down. 7 

And Leah also came near with her children, 
and they bowed down. Afterward Joseph and 
Rachel came near, and they bowed down.Genesis 33:1-9
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8 Then Esau said, “What do you 
mean by all this company which I 
met?” And he said, “These are to 
find favor in the sight of my lord.” 9 

But Esau said, “I have enough, my 
brother; keep what you have for 
yourself.”

Genesis 33:1-9
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3 Now Israel loved Joseph more 
than all his children, because he 
was the son of his old age. Also he 
made him a tunic of many colors. 4 

But when his brothers saw that 
their father loved him more than all 
his brothers, they hated him and 
could not speak peaceably to him.

Genesis 37:3-28
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5 Now Joseph had a dream, and he told 
it to his brothers; and they hated him 
even more. 6 So he said to them, “Please 
hear this dream which I have dreamed: 7 

There we were, binding sheaves in the 
field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and 
also stood upright; and indeed your 
sheaves stood all around and bowed 
down to my sheaf.”

Genesis 37:3-28
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8 And his brothers said to him, “Shall you 
indeed reign over us? Or shall you 
indeed have dominion over us?” So they 
hated him even more for his dreams 
and for his words.
9 Then he dreamed still another dream 
and told it to his brothers, and said, 
“Look, I have dreamed another dream. 
And this time, the sun, the moon, and 
the eleven stars bowed down to me.”

Genesis 37:3-28
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10 So he told it to his father and his brothers; 
and his father rebuked him and said to him, 
“What is this dream that you have dreamed? 
Shall your mother and I and your brothers 
indeed come to bow down to the earth before 
you?” 11 And his brothers envied him, but his 
father kept the matter in mind.
12 Then his brothers went to feed their father’s 
flock in Shechem. 13 And Israel said to Joseph, 
“Are not your brothers feeding the flock in 
Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.”
So he said to him, “Here I am.”

Genesis 37:3-28
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14 Then he said to him, “Please go and see if it 
is well with your brothers and well with the 
flocks, and bring back word to me.” So he 
sent him out of the Valley of Hebron, and he 
went to Shechem.
15 Now a certain man found him, and there he 
was, wandering in the field. And the man 
asked him, saying, “What are you seeking?”
16 So he said, “I am seeking my brothers. 
Please tell me where they are feeding their 
flocks.”

Genesis 37:3-28
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17 And the man said, “They have departed 
from here, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to 
Dothan.’ ” So Joseph went after his brothers 
and found them in Dothan.
18 Now when they saw him afar off, even 
before he came near them, they conspired 
against him to kill him. 19 Then they said to 
one another, “Look, this dreamer is coming! 20 

Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast 
him into some pit; and we shall say, ‘Some 
wild beast has devoured him.’ We shall see 
what will become of his dreams!”

Genesis 37:3-28
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21 But Reuben heard it, and he delivered him 
out of their hands, and said, “Let us not kill 
him.” 22 And Reuben said to them, “Shed no 
blood, but cast him into this pit which is in the 
wilderness, and do not lay a hand on him”—
that he might deliver him out of their hands, 
and bring him back to his father.
23 So it came to pass, when Joseph had come 
to his brothers, that they stripped Joseph of
his tunic, the tunic of many colors that was on 
him. 24 Then they took him and cast him into a 
pit. And the pit was empty; there was no 
water in it. Genesis 37:3-28
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25 And they sat down to eat a meal. 
Then they lifted their eyes and looked, 
and there was a company of 
Ishmaelites, coming from Gilead with 
their camels, bearing spices, balm, and 
myrrh, on their way to carry them down 
to Egypt. 26 So Judah said to his 
brothers, “What profit is there if we kill 
our brother and conceal his blood?

Genesis 37:3-28
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27 Come and let us sell him to the 
Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be 
upon him, for he is our brother and our 
flesh.” And his brothers listened. 28 Then 
Midianite traders passed by; so the 
brothers pulled Joseph up and lifted 
him out of the pit, and sold him to the 
Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. 
And they took Joseph to Egypt.

Genesis 37:3-28
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4 And Joseph said to his brothers, 
“Please come near to me.” So they 
came near. Then he said: “I am
Joseph your brother, whom you 
sold into Egypt. 5 But now, do not 
therefore be grieved or angry with 
yourselves because you sold me 
here; for God sent me before you 
to preserve life. Genesis 45:4-5
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8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who 
did not know Joseph. 9 And he said to his 
people, “Look, the people of the children of 
Israel are more and mightier than we; 10 come, 
let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they 
multiply, and it happen, in the event of war, 
that they also join our enemies and fight 
against us, and so go up out of the land.” 11 
Therefore they set taskmasters over them to 
afflict them with their burdens. And they built 
for Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and 
Raamses. Exodus 1:8-13
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12 But the more they afflicted them, 
the more they multiplied and grew. 
And they were in dread of the 
children of Israel. 13 So the 
Egyptians made the children of 
Israel serve with rigor.

Exodus 1:8-13
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29 And it came to pass at midnight that the 
LORD struck all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who 
sat on his throne to the firstborn of the 
captive who was in the dungeon, and all 
the firstborn of livestock. 30 So Pharaoh 
rose in the night, he, all his servants, and 
all the Egyptians; and there was a great 
cry in Egypt, for there was not a house 
where there was not one dead.

Exodus 12:29-31
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31 Then he called for Moses and 
Aaron by night, and said, “Rise, go 
out from among my people, both 
you and the children of Israel. And 
go, serve the LORD as you have 
said.

Exodus 12:29-31
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7 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
8 “Take the rod; you and your brother 
Aaron gather the congregation 
together. Speak to the rock before their 
eyes, and it will yield its water; thus you 
shall bring water for them out of the 
rock, and give drink to the congregation 
and their animals.” 9 So Moses took the 
rod from before the LORD as He 
commanded him.

Numbers 20:7-13
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10 And Moses and Aaron gathered the 
assembly together before the rock; and 
he said to them, “Hear now, you rebels! 
Must we bring water for you out of this 
rock?” 11 Then Moses lifted his hand and 
struck the rock twice with his rod; and 
water came out abundantly, and the 
congregation and their animals drank.

Numbers 20:7-13
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12 Then the LORD spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, “Because you did not believe Me, 
to hallow Me in the eyes of the children 
of Israel, therefore you shall not bring 
this assembly into the land which I have 
given them.”
13 This was the water of Meribah, 
because the children of Israel 
contended with the LORD, and He was 
hallowed among them.

Numbers 20:7-13
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1 Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of 
Israel at Shechem. He summoned the elders, 
leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and 
they presented themselves before God.
2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what 
the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago 
your ancestors, including Terah the father of 
Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the 
Euphrates River and worshiped other gods.

Joshua 24:1-22
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3 But I took your father Abraham from the 
land beyond the Euphrates and led him 
throughout Canaan and gave him many 
descendants. I gave him Isaac, 4 and to Isaac I 
gave Jacob and Esau. I assigned the hill 
country of Seir to Esau, but Jacob and his 
family went down to Egypt.
5 “‘Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I 
afflicted the Egyptians by what I did there, 
and I brought you out.

Joshua 24:1-22
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6 When I brought your people out of Egypt, 
you came to the sea, and the Egyptians 
pursued them with chariots and horsemen as 
far as the Red Sea. 7 But they cried to the 
LORD for help, and he put darkness between 
you and the Egyptians; he brought the sea 
over them and covered them. You saw with 
your own eyes what I did to the Egyptians. 
Then you lived in the wilderness for a long 
time. Joshua 24:1-22
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8 “‘I brought you to the land of the Amorites 
who lived east of the Jordan. They fought 
against you, but I gave them into your hands. 
I destroyed them from before you, and you 
took possession of their land. 9 When Balak 
son of Zippor, the king of Moab, prepared to 
fight against Israel, he sent for Balaam son of 
Beor to put a curse on you. 10 But I would not 
listen to Balaam, so he blessed you again and 
again, and I delivered you out of his hand.

Joshua 24:1-22
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11 “‘Then you crossed the Jordan and came to 
Jericho. The citizens of Jericho fought against 
you, as did also the Amorites, Perizzites, 
Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and 
Jebusites, but I gave them into your hands. 12 I 
sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove 
them out before you—also the two Amorite 
kings. You did not do it with your own sword 
and bow. 13 So I gave you a land on which you 
did not toil and cities you did not build; and 
you live in them and eat from vineyards and 
olive groves that you did not plant.’

Joshua 24:1-22
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14 “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all 
faithfulness. Throw away the gods your 
ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates 
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 But 
if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, 
then choose for yourselves this day whom 
you will serve, whether the gods your 
ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or 
the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you 
are living. But as for me and my household, 
we will serve the LORD.”

Joshua 24:1-22
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16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from 
us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! 17 

It was the LORD our God himself who brought 
us and our parents up out of Egypt, from that 
land of slavery, and performed those great 
signs before our eyes. He protected us on our 
entire journey and among all the nations 
through which we traveled. 18 And the LORD
drove out before us all the nations, including 
the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too 
will serve the LORD, because he is our God.”

Joshua 24:1-22
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19 Joshua said to the people, “You are 
not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy 
God; he is a jealous God. He will not 
forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If 
you forsake the LORD and serve foreign 
gods, he will turn and bring disaster on 
you and make an end of you, after he 
has been good to you.”

Joshua 24:1-22
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21 But the people said to Joshua, “No! 
We will serve the LORD.”
22 Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses 
against yourselves that you have 
chosen to serve the LORD.”
“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied.

Joshua 24:1-22
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1 Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight 
of the LORD. So the LORD delivered them into 
the hand of Midian for seven years, 2 and the 
hand of Midian prevailed against Israel. 
Because of the Midianites, the children of Israel 
made for themselves the dens, the caves, and 
the strongholds which are in the mountains. 3 

So it was, whenever Israel had sown, Midianites 
would come up; also Amalekites and the 
people of the East would come up against 
them. Judges 6:1-10
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4 Then they would encamp against them and 
destroy the produce of the earth as far as 
Gaza, and leave no sustenance for Israel, 
neither sheep nor ox nor donkey. 5 For they 
would come up with their livestock and their 
tents, coming in as numerous as locusts; both 
they and their camels were without number; 
and they would enter the land to destroy it. 6 So 
Israel was greatly impoverished because of the 
Midianites, and the children of Israel cried out 
to the LORD. Judges 6:1-10
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7 And it came to pass, when the children of Israel 
cried out to the LORD because of the Midianites, 8 

that the LORD sent a prophet to the children of 
Israel, who said to them, “Thus says the LORD
God of Israel: ‘I brought you up from Egypt and 
brought you out of the house of bondage; 9 and I 
delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians 
and out of the hand of all who oppressed you, 
and drove them out before you and gave you 
their land. 10 Also I said to you, “I am the LORD
your God; do not fear the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land you dwell.” But you have not 
obeyed My voice.’ ” Judges 6:1-10
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11 Now the Angel of the LORD came and sat 
under the terebinth tree which was in Ophrah, 
which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while 
his son Gideon threshed wheat in the 
winepress, in order to hide it from the 
Midianites. 12 And the Angel of the LORD
appeared to him, and said to him, “The LORD is
with you, you mighty man of valor!”

Judges 6:11-16
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13 Gideon said to Him, “O my lord, if the LORD is 
with us, why then has all this happened to us? 
And where are all His miracles which our 
fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the LORD
bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has 
forsaken us and delivered us into the hands of 
the Midianites.”
14 Then the LORD turned to him and said, “Go in 
this might of yours, and you shall save Israel 
from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not 
sent you?” Judges 6:11-16
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15 So he said to Him, “O my Lord, 
how can I save Israel? Indeed my 
clan is the weakest in Manasseh, 
and I am the least in my father’s 
house.”
16 And the LORD said to him, “Surely I 
will be with you, and you shall 
defeat the Midianites as one man.”

Judges 6:11-16
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18 But Samuel ministered before the LORD, even 
as a child, wearing a linen ephod. 19 Moreover 
his mother used to make him a little robe, and 
bring it to him year by year when she came up 
with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 
20 And Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and 
say, “The LORD give you descendants from this 
woman for the loan that was given to the 
LORD.” Then they would go to their own home.
21 And the LORD visited Hannah, so that she 
conceived and bore three sons and two 
daughters. Meanwhile the child Samuel grew 
before the LORD. 1 Samuel 2:18-21

Othniel

Boaz
Ruth
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1 Now it came to pass when Samuel was old 
that he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The 
name of his firstborn was Joel, and the name 
of his second, Abijah; they were judges in 
Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not walk in his 
ways; they turned aside after dishonest gain, 
took bribes, and perverted justice.
4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered 
together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 5 and 
said to him, “Look, you are old, and your sons 
do not walk in your ways. Now make us a king 
to judge us like all the nations.”

1 Samuel 8:1-9
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6 But the thing displeased Samuel 
when they said, “Give us a king to 
judge us.” So Samuel prayed to the 
LORD. 7 And the LORD said to Samuel, 
“Heed the voice of the people in all 
that they say to you; for they have 
not rejected you, but they have 
rejected Me, that I should not reign 
over them. 1 Samuel 8:1-9
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8 According to all the works which they have 
done since the day that I brought them up out 
of Egypt, even to this day—with which they 
have forsaken Me and served other gods—so 
they are doing to you also. 9 Now therefore, 
heed their voice. However, you shall solemnly 
forewarn them, and show them the behavior of 
the king who will reign over them.”

1 Samuel 8:1-9
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1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and 
poured it on his head, and kissed 
him and said: “Is it not because the 
LORD has anointed you commander 
over His inheritance?

1 Samuel 10:1
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18 Now the LORD sent you on a mission, and 
said, ‘Go, and utterly destroy the sinners, the 
Amalekites, and fight against them until they 
are consumed.’ 19 Why then did you not obey 
the voice of the LORD? Why did you swoop 
down on the spoil, and do evil in the sight of 
the LORD?” 1 Samuel 15:18-23
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20 And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed 
the voice of the LORD, and gone on the mission 
on which the LORD sent me, and brought back 
Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed 
the Amalekites. 21 But the people took of the 
plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things 
which should have been utterly destroyed, to 
sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal.”

1 Samuel 15:18-23
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22 So Samuel said:
“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the 
voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of 
rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,
And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.
Because you have rejected the word of the 
LORD, He also has rejected you from being
king.” 1 Samuel 15:18-23



Israel's First Human King

1904 BC 1804 BC 1704 BC 1604 BC 1504 BC 1404 BC 1304 BC 1204 BC 1104 BC

Noah
Japheth
Shem
Ham
Job
Abraham
Sarah
Lot

Ishmael
Isaac

Esau
Jacob

Joseph

Egyptian Slavery

Moses
Joshua

W
a

n
d

e
ri

n
g

in
 t

h
e

W
il

d
e

rn
e

ss
C

o
n

q
u

e
ri

n
g

 C
an

aa
n

Time of the Judges

Othniel
Ruth

Boaz Gideon
Eli

Samuel
Samson

Saul
Jonathan

First 3 
Kings 40 

Years

David
Nathan

12 So he sent and brought him in. Now he 
was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good-
looking. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint 
him; for this is the one!” 13 Then Samuel 
took the horn of oil and anointed him in 
the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of 
the LORD came upon David from that 
day forward. So Samuel arose and went 
to Ramah.

1 Samuel 16:12-13
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48 So it was, when the Philistine arose and 
came and drew near to meet David, that David 
hurried and ran toward the army to meet the 
Philistine. 49 Then David put his hand in his bag 
and took out a stone; and he slung it and 
struck the Philistine in his forehead, so that the 
stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his 
face to the earth.

1 Samuel 17:48-51
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50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a 
sling and a stone, and struck the Philistine and 
killed him. But there was no sword in the hand 
of David. 51 Therefore David ran and stood 
over the Philistine, took his sword and drew it 
out of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his 
head with it. And when the Philistines saw that 
their champion was dead, they fled.

1 Samuel 17:48-51
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9 But David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy 
him; for who can stretch out his hand 
against the LORD’s anointed, and be 
guiltless?” 10 David said furthermore, “As the 
LORD lives, the LORD shall strike him, or his 
day shall come to die, or he shall go out to 
battle and perish. 11 The LORD forbid that I 
should stretch out my hand against the 
LORD’s anointed. But please, take now the 
spear and the jug of water that are by his 
head, and let us go.”

1 Samuel 26:9-12
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12 So David took the spear and the 
jug of water by Saul’s head, and 
they got away; and no man saw or 
knew it or awoke. For they were all 
asleep, because a deep sleep from 
the LORD had fallen on them.

1 Samuel 26:9-12
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4 Then the men of Judah came, and 
there they anointed David king over 
the house of Judah.

2 Samuel 2:4a
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17 So there was a very fierce battle 
that day, and Abner and the men of 
Israel were beaten before the 
servants of David. 2 Samuel 2:17
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