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SPIRITUAL AMNESIA
(Psalm 106)

It is the time of year when pundits, politicians, and preachets temind you to remember yout
nation’s past. Just a little over a week ago we celebrated Independence Day and we were encoutaged
to recall the sttuggle for liberty and to commemotate our independence. It was a time for
celebration, for pattiotistm, a time for patades, and picnics. Tt was a time 7 memorialize all that 1s
good. :

For some, however, it was also a time to teflect on what is not so good. For those who ate not so
happy with Ametica, ot with the President, ot with the ongoing war, it was a time to ctiticize. It was
a time to block out memordes of those good men and women who have given their lives so we
might enjoy freedom, and to murmur and complain. It was a time # forget all that is good and to
dwell on what is bad. '

It would seem that many are suffering from the disease called ewdtwral amnesia. When a cultute
thooses to fotget its past, it always leads to a ctisis for the following generations. This is true in every
sphete of life: in the economic sphere, in the political sphere, and certainly in the moral of religious
sphere. My concern this motning is to consider the last of those, the moral sphete. I know from
the scriptures that nations perish for lack of vision; 'and they have no vision because they have
forgotten the past. Therefore, I feat for the future if we don’t do something to cure this disease of
collective, spiritnal amnesia.

Our text this morning, Psalm 106, sutveys the histoty of the nation of Istael from the Exodus to
the time of the Exile. Itis an interesting sutvey, full of key historic events - markets for the mind.
This motning I want to point out certain concerns from this Psalm and make some application.
Fitst, the Istaclites bad A4 Problom with Amnesia as do many today. Second, because they forgot, they
paid The Penaly for Amnesia and P'm afraid many will suffer judgment in our day. However, for those
who will heed God’s Word, thete is, third, /A Preseription for Amnesias, and it is my greatest desire that
many will follow the instructions of this Psalm and seek God’s favor for healing from sin. I will
close with a consideration of A Cure for The Disease.

1. A Problem with Ammnesia

There is a problem when the people of God forget the mighty acts of God.

The Istaelites had . Problem with Amnesia as do many today. There is a problem when the people
of God forget the mighty acts of God. When you read through Psalm 106 this is one of the first
things you notice. Look at verse 7: Our futhers in Egypt did not understand Yonr wonders; They did not
remerber Yosur abundant kindnesses; and, again, in vers es 12 to 13: Then they believed His words; They sang
His praise. 13 They quickly forgot His works; and again, in verse 21: They forgat God their Savior, Who bad
done great things in Egypy. .

The Psalmist makes this point so.clear. It is alarmingly easy to forget the ways and wondets of
God. This is the special problem of collective amnesia. Forgetfulness is a problem, but I want you
to notice the Psalmist’s emphasis on what they were forgetting, According to the verses just
mentioned, they were forgetful of two things: God and His wondets.

1 Proverbs 29:18.



Consider the latter of these two: God’s wondets - His mighty acts. What kind of wonders did
they forget? Well, there were not small things they were forgetting; there were mighty things,
miraculous things, plague things, parting-Red-Sea things, cloudy-pillas-by-day things, manna-from-
heaven, water-from-roclk things. These wete the mighty acts of God, the wonders wrought by the
mighty hand of providence, supetnatural wotks of the omnipotent God of the universe. One would
think that it would be difficult to forget such awesome acts of God; but it seems that it was easy,
alarmingly easy, to do so, for they kept repeating the forgetfulness.

Now lest you assign blame too quickly to the Istaelites, ask yourself the question: How often do I
consider the wotks of God? Remember the reading from the Call to Worship - Psalm 145:4-67
One generation shall praise Y our works to another, And shall declare Your mighty acts. On the glorious splendor of
Your magesty And on Y our wonderful works, 1 will meditate. Men shall speak of the power of Your awesonte acls,
And I will tel] of Your greatness. Fow often do_yox meditate on His wonderful works?

What about these works? What qualifies as God’s mighty works? Psalm 105, verse 5, says:
Remember the wandrous works that Fle bas done, His miracles, and the  udgmeents He uttered, The Psalmist gives
us three categories: the wondrous cteative wotks of God, His miracles, and His judgments. Itis
absolutely amazing to me to read in the Psalms how much attention is given to contemplation of
these three categories. ' '

If time allowed, we could also consider the wotks and miracles and judgments done by our
blessed Loxd Jesus Christ. And then we could tecall the mighty acts of the Spirit of Christ
accomplished by the Apostles.” Let us remember God’s creative handiwork; let us remember FHis
tmitacles; let us temember His judgments! That is the concern of this Psalm and if we learn its
lesson, we will be enabled to worship the omnipotent God!

There is a problem when the people of God forget God Himself.

Worse than forgetting the mighty acts of God is forgetting the God who performed those mighty
acts. They forgot God their Savior who bad done great things in Egypt. Look at verse 7 of our psalm: Oxr
Jathers, when they were in Egypt, did not consider Your wondrous works; they did nol remember the abundanse of
Your steadfust love, but rebelled by the Sea, at the Red Sea. Oh, how we should contemplate the chatacter
of God, the attributes of God. The Puritans were mastets of meditation on these things; we are but
pigmies, dwarves, hobbits when it comes to thinking about God. We forget our Creatot, we forget
out Redeemer, our Deliverer, our Savior. We fotget His love, and metcy, and grace, and kindness,
and goodness. We forget His covenant, His law; we forget Christ’s suffering, His cross, His death.
Let us remember! Let us worship the Lamb of Godl

We are so prone to forget; yet God remembets, so the Father reminds us to keep His covenant;
and Jesus reminds us when we pattake of the Lord’s Supper; and the Holy Spitit is given to us to
help us in our weakness; and Peter teminds us in both his letters; and Paul reminds us to look
forward to what lies ahead. We are no different than the Istaelites of old. Theirs was a deliberate
forgetfulness of God as well as His ways, and so it is with us. Some of us may have Shori-term memory
loss, some of us may have Long-ferm memory loss, but all of us are too forgetful.

With this in mind it s easy to understand the thetotical question of verse 2: Who can speak of the
mighty deeds of the LORD, or can show forth all His praise? "The rhetorical answer is: no one can
remember the way they should; but the real answer is: only those who have seen and understood
and have considered the mighty deeds of the Lotd. Only those can speatk of His deeds and. show forth all
His praisel

2 If you ever want some help with this, read C.H. Spurgeon’s sermon, 7he Mighty Acts of God.




Why is it so important to remember the past, and to speak about the mighty deeds of the LORD?
I think that the psalmist writes these things because of the relationship between memoty and ethics,
between spititual memory and sanctification. Those who temembet will be more inclined to keep
the ways of the LORD; and according to vetse 3, those who keep the ways of the LORD aze blessed
by God. How blessed are those who kesp justice, who practice righteonsness at all times!

Those who forget the mighty acts of God are also prone to forget God Himselfs and those who
Jorget God are prone to wander and to persist in their sin.

Fotty-eight years ago, Nancy and I traveled to Eutope on a college study tour; and one of the
most traumatic things I experienced was duting a visit to Dachau, one of the many concentration
camps. [t was a somber visit, walling around the camp, seeing the showers that were used to gas the
Jews. And there was the museum itself, full of pictutes of inexplicable human suffering; life size
pictutes with eyes and faces scratched off so thete could be no facial recognition.

At the entrance to the camp was the famous quote from Geotge Santayana, “Thase who cannot
remember the past are condemned to repeat 18.” 1 have to admit, neatly thirty years later, that T cannot
forget the hottific scenes; T cannot blot out of my mind the pictures of death; I still feel in my
stomach the queasiness that I felt so long ago.

Why did the administrators of the camp choose that quote? Obviously, they want us to
remember the atrocities of the Holocaust, but why? The end of the quote reminds us: lest we repeat
the atrocities of the past. Thete can never be a good reason to repeat the evil that occurred. So let
us remembet, temember even the most hottific evil, so that we might petsevere in doing that which
is good. _

Ob, how feeble are out memoties! Instead of the slogan, Lest W Forget, we constantly try to
excuse out behavior by saying, I Fosgos. The Istaelites did not learn their lesson in Egypt, nor in the .
wildetness, not in Canaan; so how can we expect to learn the lesson if we are constantly forgetting.
Those who cannot remember the past are condsmned to repeat it.

Do you temember the words of the hymn, Te King of Love My Shepherd I Do you remember the
verse that stasts: Pervsrse and foolish oft I strayed? That’s the theme of the middle section of the psalm.
Thete is one, long litany of perverseness and foolishness because of forgetfulness. Iam not
referring to natural forgetfulness, but to intentional forgetfulness. This is @ condition that psychiatrist M.
Scott Peck rightly suggests-is dediberately sustmined (Rom. 1:18).2

In vetse 6, the psalmist forces the singets of this psalm to considet just how petverse and foolish
they had been duting their long histoty and to own up to their sins and to confess them before their
God: Both we and our fathers bave sinned; we have committed iniguity; we have done wickedness. Please notice
how impottant this verse isl Verse 6 sets the tone for the passage. Although it is chiefly about what
our fathers did and the recurring pronoun is ¢y, it begins with we.*

In what way did they sin? "This is spelled out in verses 7-42. Thete we see the experiences of
people prone to forgetfulness. These include the expetience of unbelief in Fgypt; then there are six
cameos of unbelief in the Wilderness; followed by their sinful failure in Canaan.

The first expetience was in Fgypt (7-12) — Unbelief at the Red Sea. There they forgot His works
and forgot His abundant love and tebelled against God. God should have judged them, but He
saved them instead that He might make known His mighty power. After amazing grace was

bestowed upon them they remembered to trust in God and praise Himy yet, no sooner than they had
tinished singing, they forgot what He had done.

3 David Wells, Virtue, 148
* Bric Lane. Psalms 90-150, 74.



The next set of expetiences wete seen during the Wilderness (13-33). The psalmist connects
discontent to envy; then envy to idolatty; then idolatty to disobedience; then disobedience to
apostasy; and, then apostasy to rebellion.

Discontent in the Desert. Notice first that they forgot His will and became dissatisfied with theit lot
— they could not accept the sovereignty of God in their lives. They were discontented in the desert.
They were always lusting fot something else. They were full of greed, of insatiable desites (vv. 13-
15). “When men begin to distrust God's promise—then they quarrel at His Providence. When faith
grows low-—mutmuring grow high.”*

Envy in the Camp: Korah’s Rebellion. Next, consider their envy. Verses 16-18 details how ambition
and jealousy were so strong that it caused them to rebel against their leadets.

dolatry at Mount Sinai: The Golden Calf. 'T'hen in verses 19-23 we see that their envy led to idolatry.
The provoked Aaron to make a god out of gold in the form of a calf, like one of the gods m Egypt.

Disobedience at Kadesh: The Report of the Spies. Tn verses 24-27 we notice that when they attived at the
border of the land of Canaan they acted out of unbelief (v. 24) and disobedience (v. 25).

Apostasy in Moab: The Baal of Peor. In verse 28-31 we sce that years later they reached Moab, right
on the entrance to Canaan. Here they committed apostasy. Numbers 25 reminds about Balaam and
the Moabite and immotality and idolatry. Here it was not a god of their own making, a
representation of the Lord, whom they worshipped, but #be Baa/ of Peor, a heathen idol.

Rebellion at Meribab: Punishment for Sinful Quarreling. Finally, we see the sin of Moses when, in anger
at the people, he struck the rock. This time both Moses and the whole nation were guilty of
rebelling against the Spirit of God (v. 33).

The third experience was their Failure in Canaan (34-42). There they forgot His commandments,
despite Moses warning because they wete a prosperous people. They were overly self-sufficient, and
their prosperity led to a decline of spititual concern. Even though they had been warned, they still
mingled with the nations, adopted their customs, which led them to worshiping their idols, and
offering human sacrifices. Instead of making the land holy, they deserrated it (v. 38), and defiled
themselves (v. 39)

You would think after all of those years they would learn their lesson! But they did not leatn itin
Egypt, not in the wilderness, not in Canaan. I wonder: How long does it take to learn the lesson to
remember God and His ways! We are so like the Israclites. Like they hymnwritet says, Proze fo
wandsr, Lord, 1 jeel it; Prone to kave the God I love.

Now I know that the Psalmist is concerned that you should not only be aware of this persistent
problem; you should also acknowledge the sins, you should safess them. -Consider again verse G: Bo/b
we and onr fathers have sinnedy we have committed inigusty; we have done wickedness. The Psalmist does not
want you to think only about the sins of the fathers; he wants you to understand and acknowledge
that you also have sinned.

Think about what we just sutveyed. Is thete any unconfessed sin? Is there any tebelliousness (7),
any impatience (13b), lusting (14a), jealousy and envy (16), greed (19-23), murmuting and
complaining, or anget? Have you acknowledged these sins to God? If you do not confess these
sins, you will persist in them; if you do not confess these sins, you will suffer in them; if you do not
confess these sins, you will pay a penalty for them that is worse than the sins themselves.

If any of these things ate present in yout behavior you have forgotten God and His ways. Those
who do not remember the ways of the LORD will not be blessed; they will niot practice
righteousness; but, rather, they will begin to sin, and will continue on in untighteousness and
ungodliness, and suffer the just judgment of God.

% Thomas Watson, The Mischief of Sin, 1.




2, A Penalty for Amnesia - There is a penalty for the foolish that persist in their sin.

"That is my second point: the Psalmist also mentions zhe conseguences for their sinful, forgetful
behaviot. There is A Penalty for Amnesia. 1f the psalmist simply suggested a penalty for one sin, that
would be enough for admonishment; but he again piles example upon example to force us to come
to grips with the seriousness of God’s judgment against sin. There is a penally fur the foolish that persist in
their sin. It is a fact: God punishes sin,

The proverb is true: whatever a man sows he also reaps. And how does the punishment fit the crime?
For unbelievets: the wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against afl ungodfiness and unrighteousness of men,
who by their unrighteonsness, suppress the truth (Rom. 1:18). For believers, God promises chastisement: For
the Lord disciplines the son He loves, and chastises every son whom Fle receives ([eb. 12:6). No matter how you
view the ways of God, there is a penalty for sin; There is a judgment for spiritual amnesia,

That being granted, how does God penalize the people of God for their sins? ook at the psalm
agaifl, and notice the litany of judgments by God against sin. Consider verse 15, and notice the
judgment God gave to them for theit wanton craving in the wilderness: Gad gave them their request, but
He sent a wasting disease among them. Again, in verses 17-18, in answer to envy and jealousy, God
judged them with an earthquake: the earth opened and swallowed up Dathan, and engnlfed the company of
Abiram, and a fire broks out in their company, and consuned the wicked.

Again, in verse 23, as a result of their rebellion and idolatry at Mt. Sinai, God warned them that
He wonld destroy them, bad not Moses His chosen one stood in the breach befors FHim, to turn away His wrath from
destroying them. Again, in verses 26-27, when they despised the generous gifts of God, including the
pleasant land, and when they murmured and were disobedient, God raired His hand and swore to thens
that Ele would cast them down in the wilderness and seatter them in the lands. Again, in verse 29, when they
joined themselves with idol wotshipets and provoked the Lotd to anger with their deeds, the plague
broke out among them. Again, in verse 32, when the people embittered Moses to speak rashly with his
lips, God judged Moses, the setvant of God, and # went hard with Moses on their account.

And, finally, in verses 40-43, after they compromised and mixed with the nations and learned to
do as they did, then the anger of God kindled: He abhorred His inheritance, He gave them into the hand of
nations, and those who bated ther ruled over thens, their enemiss also oppressed them (42a); they were brought into
subjestion under their band (42b}; they rebelled in their counsel (43a); they were brought low for their iniquity (43b).

Don’t miss the end of verse 43. According to the Putitan, Thomas Watson, one of the penalties
for petsistent sin is found in that vetse: Sin brings'a person low. Watson states it like this. Sin is
the preat leveler. He goes on to illustrate How Many Ways Sin Brings A Man Tow.® He elaborates
on nine ways that sin brings a person low! Sin is not something to toy with — to play with.

Paul teaches us this lesson too in 7 Corinthians 10:1-12: 1 Far I do not want you to be anaware, brethren,
that our fathers ... were latd low in the wilderness. 6 Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we
would not crave evil things as they also craved. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, "THE
PEOPLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND STOOD UP TO PLAY." 8 Nor ket us act
immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand foll in one day. 9 Nor let us fry the Lord, as some of them
ditdy and were destrgyed by the serpents. 10 Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11
Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for onr instruction, wpon whows the ends of
the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks be stands take beed that be does not full

1f thete is-a lesson to be learned from all of this, it is this: Let there be self-judgment instead of
God’s judgment. Let there be some setious self-examination. Let there be recollection of sin,
tecognition of sin, and repentance of sin. As David Wells writes in his book, Lesing Our Virtus, lest
thete be a penalty for our cutrent forgetfulness, let us move “from amnesia to memory”.

§ Watson, The Mischief of Sin, 11%.




3. A Prescription For Ammesiacs - There is a place for Repentance, and for Prayer, and for Praise.

Lest we suffer the penalty for amnesia, let us considet A Prescription For Ammesiacs. What keeps
you from forgetting? The psalmist mentions three things: There is a place for Repentance, and for Prayer,
and for Praise. 'That is the prescription given by God to help you with your collective, spiritual
ammnesia.

There is a Place for Repentance

Verse 3 promises blessing to those who Do rijght; Blessed are those who keep jusiice; (Bimed ZJ‘) he whe
does righteousness at all fimes, but, since you cannot, then tutn from sin and confess your sin. * In the
worst of tines God is still working, and in the worst of times God is still with those who want Him

and love Him. He has not forsaken those who truly seek His face. .

What do you do when you discover your sinfulness? You flee to God for grace. And why?
Because of the compassion of God. Verse 43 Many times He would deliver them, They, however, were
rebellions in their counsel, And so sank down in their iniguity. 44 Nevertheless He looked upon their distress When
He beard their cry; 45 And He remembered His covenant for their sake, And relented according o the greatness of
His lovingkindness. 46 He also mads them objects of compassion In the presence of all their captors.

It is because God is the God of compassion that you should tepent and turn from yout sins.
Remember the hymn I mentioned eatlier. Here is the test of the vetse:

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love He songht mse

And on His shoulder gently laid

Awnd home rejoicing brought rse.

Look again at verse 44: Nevertheless. .. He looked; He beard; He remembered; He relented; FHe made them.
Thank God for that “nevertheless”! God is gracious; God is faithful. Because He s so, then turm
from your sins. Return to the Lord your God. Listen to Jeremiah 3:21-23: .4 voice on the bare heights is
hreard, the weeping and pleading of Israel's sons becanse they have perverted their way; they have forgotten the LORD
their God, 22 "Return, O faithless sons; I will beal your faithlessness." "Bebold, we come to You, for You are the
LORD our God. 23 Truly the hills are « delusion, the orgies on the mountains. Traly in the I ORD onr God is the
sabvation of Lsrael,

There is a Place for Prayer

When you turn from your sin, then cry to' God for mercy and for grace. But be careful what you
ptay fot, ¢f v. 15, And He gave them their request, but sent leanness into their sonl. 1 you ask God to let you
continue on in your sin, He probably will let you; but know that God is not mocked! You will
teceive the penalty fot your sin; but thanks be to God, He has shown us a better way. We can pray
for grace and mercy.

‘Thete is something absolutely unique about verses 4 and 5 in this Psalm. Notice that those verses
speak about the Psalmist himself. “Remember me, O Lord, when You show favor to Your people; heip me

7 See Spurgeon’s sermon, God'’s Remembrance Of His Covenant.



when Yon save thern, that I may see ..., that I may rejoise ..., that I may glory ...”" It's all in the first person.
He is applying the lessons of history to himself.?

Then in verse 47 we find the prayer “for which the entite historical reminiscence has prepared
us.” Christopher Ash suggests that “One of the great purposes of the psalm is to authotize the
church of Christ to pray this prayet. The vetse returns to first-person speech {us) for the first time
sinice 106:6. All that was said about ‘the fathers’ in 106:7-46 is relevant to us today, both in its
relentless expose of sinfulness and in its coutitetpoint of saving love, which breaks through the
clouds with streams of light. .... In evety age of the church, this prayet should be prayed”’

I thank God for that personal prayet, but I also thank Him for the prayet found in 47. Ttis a
cotporate prayer. Itis the prayer of the people of God who undetstand their sinfulness, who
individually ptay, but also who come togethet to seek the mercy of the Lotd. 47 Sase #s, O LORD
our God, And gather us from among the nations, To give thanks to Your holy name And glory in Your praise.

Let us pray like the hymnwriter, J.H. Gurney, who wtote in his poem, Great King of Nations:

Great King of nations, hear our prayer, While at 'Thy feet we fal
And bunsbly, with united cry, To Thee for mercy call.
The guilt is ours, but grace is Thine; O turn us not away,
Bt bear us from Thy lofty throne, And help us when we pray.
Our father’s sins were manifold, And onrs no lss we owny
Yot wondrously from age to age Thy goodness hath been shown:
When dangers, like a storsmy sea, Beset our country round,
To Thes we looked, to Thee we cried, And belp in Thee was found.
With one consent we meekly bow Beneath Thy chastening band,
And, pouring forth confession meet, Mourn with our mourning land,
With pitying eye bebold our need, As thus we if} onr prayer:
- Correct us with Thy judgments, Lord, Then let Thy merey spare.

There is a Place for Praise

You have noticed that I jumped right over the beginning of the psalm; but I wanted to set the
context for the argument of the psalmist. He begins with an emphatic note of worship: 7 Praise the
LORD! Only those who remember God and His ways can wotship Him, and it is obvious the
Psalmist does remembet; for he sings at the top of His lungs: Praise the LORD! Yt is obvious that he
has consideted the lovingkindnesses of the LORD, because he jubilantly says, Ob give thanks to the
LORD, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is everlasting, No one can worship like that unless they
spend time rehearsing in their mind the past ways of God! O, let us reflect on the history of the
hesed of God.

And, notice verse 48: Blassed be 1he T.ORD, the God of Israel, From everlasting even to everiasting. And lot
all the peaple say, " Amen." Praise the LORD! :

Why? Because you have experienced the retusn of your prayers: The favor of God. Thetefote,
sing, give thanks, praise Godl If the worship of God is not a delight, it is because of sin, because of
forgetfulness. Ifitis a delight it is because you have expetienced the goodness of God, His mercy

that endures forever, His blessings of grace that hestows evetything that is necessary for life and
godliness.

¥ from, Maurice Roberts, Covenant Love, Psalm 106, vv. 4-5; www.bible-sermons,org, uk/text-sermon/979-
covenant-love/download/

¥ Christopher Ash, Psalms, 105.




A Cure For The Disease

1 believe that I have substantiated my argument that thete is a problem today with spiritual
amnesia, and that there is still 2 penalty for those who pessist in their forgetfulness and sin. And I
have given you the scriptares’ presctiption for amnesiacs. The only question remaining is: Is there 1
Caure For The Disease?

While we ate on this carth we wilt struggle with the problem of forgetfulness. That being said, we
do not have to petsist in our sins. Chtist is the:Cure. The remedy requites keeping your spititual
memoty active through fixing your eyes on Jesus, reading His wotd, remembeting Who He is and
what He has done, praying, all of the spiritual disciplines. Paul instructs the Colossians to &egp
seekeing the thing above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set yowr mind on the things, not on the
things that are on earth.® That’s it; take the encouraging advice from the writer of Hebrews to continue
on in perseverance by boking only unto Jesus, the anthor and fimisher of onr faith. And again: Fix your eyes on
Jesus, the anthor and perfecter of our fzith. God has always given us help to do this. For the Israclites the
Passovet was a memotial feast; for Christians the Lotd’s Supper is a memotial feast. Do thir in
remenbrance of Me. Paul exhorted Timothy: Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from
Daid, as proclaimed by my gospel. He is the cure. Remember Him! Rehearse the Gospel.

In a few moments, after we have prayed, we will stand and sing our closing hymn: Come, Thou
Tount Of Fvery Blessing. 1 hope that the wotds of this wonderful old hymn will have new significance
to you as you sing. Let me close by reminding you of one of the verses. Here I raise my Lbeneser;
Hither by Thy help I'm come. And I bape, by Thy good pleasure, Safely to arvive at home. "That s the ogiginal
version. The words come from 1 Samuel 7:19. Samuel took a large stone and placed it between the
towns of Mizpah and Jeshanah. He named it Ebenezer — “the stone of help” - for he said, “Up to
this point the Lord has helped us” My prayet is that today you will raise up your own Ebenezer, a
stone of temembtance, a stone that reminds you that all you need for help and mercy and grace and
love and praise is found in Jesus Christ!

Let us pray and then stand and sing Come, Thon Fount of Eivery Blessing.

Psalm 106 summons us to thanksgiving, to praise, to commitment, to petition, to confession of
sin, to the call for help in the light of the past history of salvation: thanksgiving for the goodness of
God, which continues with respect to his people into eternity, which also we contemporaties
expetience as did our fathers; praise for the miracles which God works for our benefit, from the
redemption of his people out of Egypt all the way to Golgotha; commitment to keep the command
of God mote faithfully than before; petitions concesning the grace of God according to his promise;
confession of our own sins, unfaithfulness, and unworthiness in the face of such compassion; call
for help concetning the final gathering and redemption of the people of God.

We pray this Psalm [these Psalms] when we tegatd all that God does once for his people as done
for us, when we confess our guilt and God’s gtace, when we hold God true to his promises on the
basis of his former benefits and request theit fulfillment, and when we finally see the entite histoty
of God with his people fulfilled in Jesus Christ, through whom we have been helped and will be
helped. For the sake of Jesus Chtist we bring God thanksgiving, petition, and confession.”

10 Colossians 3:1-2.
U Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Psalms.: the Prayer Book of the Bible, 34-33




