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Pastoral Pondering
The Purpose Of Ministry For Each Of Us

"And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,...speaking the truth in love, we are to grow
up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.”
(Excerpted from Ephesians 4:11-16)

I was pondering this passage from Paul’s instruction to the Ephesians today while | was thinking about the purpose of ministry.
At New Life we have many ministry teams. Really, each collection of saints is a ministry team. We have meal team ministry,
missions team ministry, music ministry, and Immerse is a ministry. There is grief share and building and grounds as well as the
finance team and the ministry of the Word. Many couples and individuals do ministry within the hospitality of their own
homes. When it comes right down to it the way ministry is done is as diverse as the body of Christ is. So how do we boil down
exactly what a ministry is and should look like? | think that this wisdom from God through Paul can help us. It answers several
questions for us.

1. Who does ministry?

a. Thesaints. Who is a saint? Ephesians :18-19, "For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the
Father. So, then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God.” That would be you if you are in Christ Jesus. No Christian is exempt.

2. How are we able to do ministry?

a. He gave people with abilities of prophecy and teaching, of evangelism and shepherding, but that was not

for doing the work of ministry. That was to equip you to do the ministry.
3. Whatis the actual ministry that needs to be done?

a. Building up the body of Christ. Christ Himself cannot be built up in any way, so this must be a reference to
us as the body. Those who are in Christ. Those who can be drawn unto Christ. Remember this is not the job
of the evangelist or of the Preacher. They are there to equip us to do the work. We are to draw others in
and build each other up.

4. What does it mean to build up the body of Christ?
Well, the end goal is stated right there. “attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” ~Ephesians 4:13
We are to move towards unity in the faith and knowledge of the Son of God. A lofty goal. The perfection of
which no living man has ever seen but we can all recognize movement in that direction and times when we
are yet deficient and need growth. The result will be a steadfast faith that is unmoved by doctrinal winds,
human cunning, craftiness or deceitful schemes.

5. Howisitdone?

a. That's easy. Speaking the Truth in Love. (that's hard. Even harder is hearing the truth in love)

6. So, the bottom-line question is, “What does that look like in real life?”

a. Whatever group you get together with are they:

i. Seeking Unity in faith and knowledge of the Son of God? Faith comes from hearing the word of
God. Every group of saints that would gather for any Godly purpose must be seeking unity in their
understanding of Christ who is, the Word made flesh.
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Pastoral Pondering ... Continued

ii. Growing up in every way into Christ? Do all the groups
actions and discussions draw people unto closeness with
Christ?

ii. Isitjoined and held together by Christ alone? Or do the
tasks and love for the tasks bind it together?

iv. Working to the best of their ability in thankfulness?
Colossians 3:17, "And whatever you do, in word or deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through Him.”

v. Committing all their way unto Him (that He would make
their paths straight Proverbs 3:5-6). Praying as a group
over every decision and action.

vi. Seeingthe body grow? Building itself up in love? In true
caring fellowship, others will see His true love reflected in
our love for one another.

This is my simplified version of what Paul is saying that every group that
would call itself part of the body of Christ should look like. In short, if
you are not in some sort of ministry that looks like this, you need to ask
yourself why? If you are in a group that would call itself a ministry, how
do these things fit with your group? | don’t want to sound harsh, but |
know | often leave the work of ministry to the apostles, the prophets,
the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers and that is not what God
through Paul is telling us to do. This is our work as saints, and no one is
excluded or exempt. As you think on this ponder how you are equipped
and how you can be involved in “the work of His Ministry” in each and
every moment of your life. And let it all be for the Glory of God alone.

Rene Milner

—weleome—

If you are a visitor this morning or have only been coming to New
Life for a few months, we are glad you are joining with us! If you
would like to learn more about New Life, be sure to stop by the
Resource Center in the front foyer to pick up a welcome bag we
have for you. Please join us for fellowship and a meal after
service today where we would love to meet and get to know you
and for you to get to know us more.

nhlcc
resource

If you haven't visited the Resource Center lately, Come check it
out! Our shelves hold so many great books to help you grow in
your knowledge of and love for God and to help guide you in
your daily walk with Him. Perhaps you'll find a book to read with
a friend or form a book group with! We also have many great
books that you may want to consider for your gift-giving needs
for the young or old and all ages in-between. Come check us
out after service today.

MINISTRY DIRECTORY

Building & Grounds Ministry
Jim Judkins 715.338.8837
oldoutboardjim@hotmail.com

Coffee Ministry
Ana Smith: 715.566.3740
ajoysmith05@gmail.com

Finance Administration
Colleen Firkus (Treasurer): 612.889.7581
financeministry@newlifechristiancomm
unity.org

Greeting Card Ministry
Lynn Nelson: 651.373.1426
lynnjimnelson@gmail.com

GriefShare Ministry
Robin Mattson: 715.566.1945
robinmattson27@gmail.com

Immerse Ministry
Paul Linzmeier: 320.226.5581
pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com

Meal Train Relief Ministry
Kristin Stephan: 651.235.1681
kristin@kageinnovation.com

Missions Outreach
Ben Wilson 651-497-7136
benwilson246@gmail.com

Music Ministry
Jeff Warren: 715.553.2405
pastorjeff.nlcc@protonmail.com

Newsletter Administration
Dawn Holm: 715.472.8453
djholm@lakeland.ws

Resource Center
Cory Mattson: 715.417.0945
cory7gmattson@hotmail.com

Sunday Meal Services
Barbara Judkins: 309.269.0556
bjdarnell@hotmail.com

Video Ministry
Jim Mabee: 651.470.4172
jmabee@centurytel.net
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastoral Eldership Team:

Pastor Tony Minell 715.417.1982
galatiansiizo@yahoo.com

Pastor Paul Linzmeier 320.226.5581
pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com

Pastor Jeff Warren 715.553.2405
pastorjeff.nlcc@protonmail.com

Cory Mattson — Secretary  715.417.0945

Todd Asmus 612.695.4849
Zachary Fugate 715.379.2918
Brian Gates 651.230.6554

Dale Mattson
Greg Mattson

715.566.2302
715.417.2444

Rene Milner 715.557.0185
Jim Nelson 651.283.2132
Jay Swisher 763.587.3472
Sam Umlauf 612.791.2132

This Week's Scheduled Events:
Sun Preaching Guild- 6:30 pm

Thurs Men'’s Bible Study- 6:30 am
Thurs Ladies Bible Study—10:30 am
Thurs Ladies Bible Study—Noon
Thurs GriefShare- 6:30 pm

Thurs Ladies Bible Study— 6:30 pm
Thurs Men'’s Bible Study- 6:30 pm
May Memory Verse:

John 6:35 (ESV)
“Jesus said to them, "l am the bread of life;
whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and
whoever believes in me shall never thirst."”

May Fellowship Tip:

Looking to be more connected online? If you
haven't already, download our NewLife App to
access our online messaging platform. Get
church updates, announcements, prayer
requests, and more. Make an account today and
get connected.

Sunday Meals and Fellowship:
May 17 Meal Team 3~Italian
May 24 Meal Team 4~Beans & Rice

Contact Barbara Judkins if interested in being on a meal
team or a helper.

This Sunday’s Worship Songs:
1. Christ Our Wisdom 2. Holy, Holy, Holy
3. All My Boast Is In Jesus
4. Christ Is Mine Forevermore
5. Sing To Jesus

» Preaching Guild: Meets this Sunday evening

6:30pm. Fellow brothers, if you are willing to be
challenged to dive deeper into the scriptures, lean
more on Christ, and grow in the practice of
preparing and giving of a sermon, consider
attending tonight!

Building & Grounds: We are in search for a
Building and Grounds Ministry Team Leader. Our
hardworking, resourceful, and faithful brother Jim
Judkins would like to hand off the baton of
leadership to another committed brother (or
temporary co-leadership with Jim with intention to
fully pass off role later). Being in this role does not
mean you have to have repair skills, though
helpful, but more so, the ability to delegate tasks,
manage regular maintenance schedules, be a
point person for repairs done by contractors, keep
the elders updated on larger upcoming needs, etc.
Having a team of committed men alongside a
ministry team leader can make this 13,000sqft
building easily manageable to keep in working
order. The more repair and maintenance tasks we
can do “in house” saves costs in the budget
immensely. Please reach out to Jim if you are
willing to join a team and/or learn more about
stepping into this ministry leadership role.

TRI County Baby Bottle Fund Raiser: Consider
supporting our local Options for Women |TRI-
COUNTY. You can help support by simply
grabbing one of the empty plastic baby bottles,
taking it home and filling it with change or dollars.
Then be sure to bring it back by Sunday Service
on Father's Day. This fundraiser contributes
significantly towards the total operating expenses
for the year, so it's a really important fundraiser!
Your support will help provide free pregnancy
tests, counseling, ultrasound services, clothing,
and baby supplies for the mothers who are most in
need from our community. You can pick-up a bottle
after service today from the welcome counter.
2026 Graduate Recognition: Sunday, June 7th we
will be recognizing and praying over our 2026
Graduates. If a grad party is planned, please feel
free to place an invite on the welcome table and/or
announce on the megaphone group through the
App Messaging platform.

Midyear Partners Meeting: Coming up on
Sunday, June 14th we will be having a Midyear
Partners Meeting. Partners please plan to stick
around after service; the meeting will begin at
12:00.

Busy Bags
Foailable by the Door
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Today’s Passage:
Pastor Tony’s message is from the
Old Testament book,
Amos 3:1-2

SERMON NOTES:

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~ 715.201.2295 -~ Email: info@newlifechristiancommunity.org

Sunday service starts at 9:30 am / Check out New Life online at newlifechristiancommunity.org
Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com
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