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Pastoral Pondering

Forever Heritage, A Prayer

“Your testimonies are my heritage forever, for they are the joy of my heart. I incline my
heart to perform your statutes forever, to the end.” Psalm 119:111-112

Here is a prayer to put on my lips and heart, and to teach my children! Father, gracious
father, your testimonies are my heritage forever. Your testimonies are the very and only joy
of my heart! The testimonies belong to God. I could never make them mine own, or want
them by my own desire, because I was by nature a child of wrath. What does a child of
wrath have to do with the testimonies of a most holy, three times holy God? Remember that
even Israel, that great nation, was rejected by God from being his people due to their
hardness of heart and refusal to be his children. My heritage, just like Israel’s, and David’s,
and the writers of every Psalm, was death.

How then can we pray and say with confidence that God’s testimonies, his promises and
commandments and purposes, are our inheritance? Through the blood and death and
resurrection of Jesus, the firstborn from the dead. It is the finished work of Jesus that allows
us to pray any of the Psalms with confidence as we approach the throne of heaven!

Itis also the finished work of Jesus that allows me to incline my heart to perform his
statutes, his commandments and his will. My sinful, rebellious and dead heart was first
conquered by Jesus, and he now by his Spirit has given me the ability to incline my heart
toward his will, and to walk in the good works that God has prepared for me. The
inclination of my heart is active and conscious. It is not a passive response to the
experience of joy described previously, but it does require a preceding and ongoing act of
grace in my heart.

The preceding and ongoing act of grace is also how I can say with the Psalmist, and with
many saints who have gone before me, “to the end.” It is possible for men and women, by a
self-initiated and self-sustained act of will, to appear holy and upright in the inclination of
their heart to those around them. They may keep and perform the Lord’s statutes for a time
or a season, but faithfulness to the end requires sustaining, indwelling life and grace in the
believer. We have brothers and sisters in our midst who are a beacon of this grace - to the
end grace. Be encouraged - the same act that brought you to know joy in your heart, that
brought you the heritage you did not deserve, is the same act that will guide you and lead
you and support you to the end. It was, and is, Christ’s victory.

Continued on next page ...




Pastoral Pondering ... Continued

Take this prayer on your lips, and let it dwell richly in your
heart, because it is a promise of forever.

When taking these verses to the Father as a prayer for
sustaining faithfulness, we can also pray this on behalf of
those we love, and on behalf of our children. As our children
grow, and eventually enter their own adult life, what is the
heritage that we have presented to them? What have we
displayed to our children as being a worthy heritage? What do
they see as most precious to us? Has the pursuit of comfort,
wealth, or knowledge been suggested to our children as a
heritage worth pursuing and possessing in place of the
heritage of God’s testimonies?

Now, we cannot presume that we can elect God’s testimonies
as our children’s heritage. Scripture is clear on this. All stand
dead in their trespasses. We cannot choose a changed heart
for our children, no more than they can change their own
heart. But this plain truth does not recuse us of the obligation
to set before our children the truth of the gospel. The only
heritage that gives life, and life forever. If we have
experienced this joy of heart at the saving grace of Jesus, we
will desire to humbly present this heritage to our children
through the flesh, that by God’s grace they may be drawn to
the cross, and be our very children in Christ!

Lord, please make your testimonies, the good news of Jesus,
the heritage of my children, forever, and incline their hearts to
follow Jesus, forever, to the end! Father, sustain your saints
with your testimonies. Let your truth be the joy of their heart.
As they respond with an inclination of the heart to perform
your statutes, sustain them to the end. AMEN!

Sam Umlauf

If you are a visitor this morning or have only been coming to
New Life for a few months, we are glad you are joining with
us! If you would like to learn more about New Life, be sure to
stop by the Resource Center in the front foyer to pick up a
welcome bag we have for you. Please join us for fellowship
and a meal after service today where we would love to meet
and get to know you and for you to get to know us more.

Busy Bags
Foailable by the Door

MINISTRY DIRECTORY

Building & Grounds Ministry
Jim Judkins 715.338.8837
oldoutboardjim@hotmail.com

Coffee Ministry
Ana Smith: 715.566.3740
ajoysmith05@gmail.com

Finance Administration
Colleen Firkus (Treasurer): 612.889.7581
financeministry@newlifechristiancomm
unity.org

Greeting Card Ministry
Lynn Nelson: 651.373.1426
lynnjimnelson@gmail.com

GriefShare Ministry
Robin Mattson: 715.566.1945
robinmattson27@gmail.com

Immerse Ministry
Paul Linzmeier: 320.226.5581
pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com

Meal Train Relief Ministry
Kristin Stephan: 651.235.1681
kristin@kageinnovation.com

Missions Outreach
Ben Wilson 651-497-7136
benwilson246@gmail.com

Music Ministry
Jeff Warren: 715.553.2405
pastorjeff.nlcc@protonmail.com

Newsletter Administration
Dawn Holm: 715.472.8453
djholm2744@gmail.com

Resource Center
Cory Mattson: 715.417.0945
cory7gmattson@hotmail.com

Sunday Meal Services
Barbara Judkins: 309.269.0556
bjdarnell@hotmail.com

Video Ministry
Jim Mabee: 651.470.4172
jmabee@centurytel.net
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pastoral Eldership Team:
Pastor Tony Minell 715.417.1982

galatiansiizo@yahoo.com

Pastor Paul Linzmeier 320.226.5581
pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com

Pastor Jeff Warren 715.553.2405
pastorjeff.nlcc@protonmail.com

Cory Mattson — Secretary ~ 715.417.0945

Todd Asmus 612.695.4849
Zachary Fugate 715.379.2918
Brian Gates 651.230.6554
Dale Mattson 715.566.2302
Greg Mattson 715.417.2444
Rene Milner 715.557.0185
Jim Nelson 651.283.2132
Jay Swisher 763.587.3472
Sam Umlauf 612.791.2132

This Weel's Scheduled Events:

Mon Young Adult Women'’s Study— 7:30 pm
Thurs Men'’s Bible Study- 6:30 am

Thurs Ladies Bible Study—10:30 am

Thurs Ladies Bible Study—Noon

Thurs GriefShare- 6:30 pm

Thurs Ladies Bible Study— On Break

Thurs Men'’s Bible Study- 6:30 pm

Sat Ladies Pray & Praise Brunch—g9:00 am

June Memory Verse:
Psalm 92:1-3 (ESV)
“It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing
praises to your name, O Most high; to declare
your steadfast love in the morning, and your
faithfulness by night, to the music of the lute
and the harp, to the melody of the lyre.”

June Fellowship Tip:

Have you begun a prayer/discipleship
relationship with someone from New Life? If
not, prayerfully consider whom you can be
regularly meeting with for the purpose of
growth and sharpening as disciples of Jesus.

Sunday Meals and Fellowship:
Jun21  Meal Team 7~SloppyJo/Hotdogs
Jun28  No Meal

Contact Barbara Judkins if interested in being on a meal
team or a helper.

This Sunday’s Worship Songs:

1. I want to know You 2. Lord have mercy
3. How firm a foundation 4.1 will wait for
You (Psalm 130) 5. Behold Our God

» Sunday Morning Prayer: Join us each Sunday
morning, 8:30-9:00 am, in the large classroom, you are
invited to join us in prayer. Specific topics to pray for
include ministry teams, missionaries, bible studies,
personal requests, and really anything the Lord
impresses on our heart. We serve a gracious God who
calls us to pray and hears our prayers! Let us make every
effort to gather often and pray.

» Young Adult Women’s Study: The young adult
women’s bible study will be meeting Monday, June 22nd
at 7:30 am at 3 Arrows Coffee Shop tomorrow to begin
our study in Job!

» Preaching Guild: Reminder - No Preaching Guild this
month. Plan on being back Sunday, July 19th at 6:30
pm.

» Building and Grounds: | am looking for someone(s) to
mow at the building. Primary area is the boulevard on the
east (Highway 35) side (a walk-behind mower would be
adequate). Occasionally there is need around the
perimeter of the large parking lot on the west side (a
riding mower would be preferable for this section). NOTE:
Gas powered mower storage inside the building is
forbidden by insurance company regulations.
Correspondingly, mowing volunteers would need to
transfer their mowers to/from the building. Please contact
Jim Judkins to volunteer. 715-338-8837 Thank you.

» Ladies Prayer & Praise Brunch: It will be held the last
Saturday of every month beginning June 27, 2026,
9AM at the building. There will be coffee & tea provided.
Please feel bring a breakfast food item to share such as
scones, muffins, fruit, boiled eggs, etc. Any questions?
Reach out to Ana Smith for more details.

nlcc
resource

If you haven't visited the Resource Center lately, Come
check it out! Our shelves hold so many great books to help
you grow in your knowledge of and love for God and to
help guide you in your daily walk with Him. Perhaps you'll
find a book to read with a friend or form a book group with!
We also have many great resources that you may want to
consider for your gift-giving needs for the young or old and
all ages in-between. Come check us out after service
today.

If you haven’t already, join us on New Life’s
Messaging App where you can comfortably
and safely share information with one another.
The new app platform is located under the
Community tab then you go to the NL app:
New Life Messaging Online Portal. From there are several
groups to join i.e.: Prayer Requests, Megaphone, M’Cheyne
Bible Reading Plan & others. Check us out! Need help?
Reach out to one of our pastors or elders to get started.
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Today’s Passage:
Pastor Tony’s message is from the
Old Testament book,
Amos 4:4-12

SERMON NOTES:

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~ 715.201.2295 -~ Email: info@newlifechristiancommunity.org

Sunday service starts at 9:30 am / Check out New Life online at newlifechristiancommunity.org
Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com
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