
New Life Service is held at 201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI, Address: P.O. Box 236, Osceola, WI 54020
Worship Gathering @ 9:30 am, Nursery is available infant-preschool.

“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,  for you know 
that the testing of  your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its 
full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.“  James 1:2-4

I think trials are something that everyone can relate to. I have often heard it said 
by non-believers that trials are proof that God doesn’t exist or a loving God would 
never allow this kind of thing to happen to me, but is that what God’s word tells 
us?

James begins by stating that we are to look at all our trials with joy. That word is 
not one that I would associate with “trials”. Words like worry, anxiety, fear and 
trepidation would be natural words that I would place with trials, not joy. Merriam 
Webster defines “joy” as a feeling of great happiness and Wikipedia describes it as 
an emotion in response to a pleasant observation. Can you imagine being told that 
you have lost your job of 20 years and now are faced with a house payment and 
feeding your family without an income and being overwhelmed with a feeling of 
great happiness. Today many of our brothers and sisters in Jesus are being persecuted 
due to their faith. We are not to be worried or anxious but are to be joyful.

Why are we asked to be joyful or overcome with happiness during trials? God’s word 
tells us that it’s in the times of trials that our faith is tested which over time will 
produce steadfastness. Holman’s Bible dictionary defines steadfastness as enduring 
patiently. Again that is very difficult to do in human terms. I think most people when 
faced with trials will be more apt to complain than to stand steadfast. Scripture is 
full of both examples. The Israelites complained when faced with a lack of food and 
water after God miraculously brought them out of Egypt and slavery. Job on the 
other hand remained steadfast in his faith when faced with ongoing trials and a wife 
who was less than supportive.

Another thing I want to point out is that James makes it clear that one trial isn’t 
going to produce the needed response. It is clear that the word is “trials” which is 
plural. I don’t know about you, but I wish this wasn’t the case. It would certainly be 
a lot easier if we learned after one trial but Genesis, Exodus and Joshua      ---->
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1 Corinthians 15:1-3:

“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, 
which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being 
saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed 
in  vain.  For  I  delivered  to  you  as  of  first  importance  what  I  also  received:  

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures.”
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Upcoming Events 
June 3 Beach Fellowship @ Sand Lake.
June 4   Men’s Bible Study, The Book of Acts, 

6:30 a.m. @ the building

May Memory Verse
continues to demonstrate that humans have a 
short memory span, one that isn’t helped by all 
the medications in the world.

So how are we supposed to be joyful and have a 
steadfast faith in light of trials? Oh, that’s easy, 
we are to try harder and follow the law. No, 
that’s clearly not what James is saying. It is the 
unwavering faith or steadfastness which will 
leads to perfection, lacking nothing. Are we able 
to have unwavering faith on our own? Absolutely 
not, we are not able to do anything on our own 
which would lead to perfection or, using another 
word, to holiness. Faith in Jesus and his dwelling 
within us is the only way we can be joyful and 
remain steadfast in the face of trials

So then, when as followers of Jesus we are faced 
with trials, we are to face them with joy as Paul 
did while he was in jail, understanding that we 
are being refined more into the image of a Jesus 
with each trial. In the end, we will be perfect, 
lacking in nothing. Now that is something over 
which to be thankful!! My prayer for New Life is 
that when trials arise in the future, individually 
and corporately, we can be joyful and remain 
steadfast.

In Christ, Greg

Wednesday evenings at Sand Lake 
begin this Wednesday. Everyone is 
invited.  You  may  come  any  Ɵme  aŌer  

5:30 and park in Roger and Sandy’s 
driveway (1131 190th Street (County 
Road Y) — Dresser).

Beach
         Fellowship

OpƟons   for   Women-­‐Tri-­‐County   is   a  

non-­‐profit  pregnancy  center  located  

in Osceola, WI, providing free services 
to anyone facing a crisis pregnancy.

You  can  help  by  parƟcipaƟng  in   
our  Baby  BoƩle  Program.

We  are  asking  that  boƩles  be  returned  

to New Life by June 23rd. A basket full 
of  baby  boƩles  has  been  placed  on  

a table as you enter the building. 
Once   you   have   filled   your   boƩle   it  

can be returned to that same basket. 
DonaƟons  are  tax  deducƟble  and  we  

appreciate and thank you for your 
generosity. As always, embracing this 
cause through individual prayer is 
invaluable.  If  there  are  any  quesƟons,   
please contact Sandy Erickson

Missions Ministry Update

The mission trip to Tapestries of 
Life has been postponed to summer 
2016.

The Missions team is planning a 
garage sale for this July to help raise 
funds for the trip next summer. We 
are in need of gently used items (no 
clothing,please). If you have items 
you would like to donate, please see 
Mindy Havlish. Thank you!

          Due  to  ongoing  construcƟon  this

 summer, we will only be serving a meal 
every other Sunday. We will not be serving 
today. We encourage you to fellowship 
with someone from church by sharing a 
meal at each other’s home or at a local 
     restaurant or have a picnic at the park.


