
Revelation 19:17-21 - Armageddon 
 

Verse 17 
  And I saw an angel standing in the sun – A position where all the  

birds of the midheaven could see and hear him. 
  And he cried out with a loud voice – The voice of authority  

signifying something important is about to happen. 
  Saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven – Literally, in the  

midst of heaven. 
  Come, assemble for the great supper of God – A parallel is found  

in Ezekiel 39:17-20. Jesus refers to this scene in Matthew 
24:28 when He states, “Wherever the corpse is, there the 
vultures will gather.”  

  Note the contrast: 
 The marriage supper of the Lamb – Great rejoicing! 
 The great supper of God – Great sorrow! 
Verse 18 
  In order that you may eat the flesh: Of kings, of commanders, of  
  mighty men, of horses, of those who sit on horses, 0f all men –   
  Free, slaves, small, and great. Every class of society and every  
  status in life. None escape! 
Verse 18 
  This judgment is possibly in kind with how the two witnesses  
  were treated (11:9-10), and also reflects the fate of Jezebel (2  
  Kings 9:30-37). The only people left alive will be faithful believers  
  who have not died or suffered martyrdom during the tribulation.   
  They will enter the Millennium with mortal bodies and will  
  repopulate the earth. 
Verse 19 
  And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies,  
  assembled to make war against Him who sat upon the horse,   
  and against His army. 
   The beast – The antichrist, first introduced in 13:1-10 
   The kings of the earth – Likely the “10 horns” or allies (17:12-14)  

and perhaps all other kingdoms of the earth. This climatic  
battle is about world leadership. 

Verse 20 
  And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who  
  performed the signs in his presence – The false prophet was  

introduced in 13:11-18. Satan desires to take the Father’s 
place, the antichrist desires to take the place of the Son, and 
the false prophet tries to imitate the Holy Spirit. Here the 

second and third  persons of the un-holy trinity are seized. 
  The false prophet, who performed the signs in his presence, by  
  which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast  
  and those who worshiped his image - The false prophet used  

signs and wonders to deceive mankind into taking the mark 
of the beast and to worship him. Satan uses deception today 
to lead people away from Christ (2 Corinthians 11:3, 13-15). 

  These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with  
  brimstone – The satanic duo will be in the lake of fire, alive, for  

1000 years (20:10). Consignment to the lake of fire does not 
mean annihilation.  Apparently, the beast and false prophet 
are the first to be condemned to the lake of fire. The wicked 
who have died throughout history are not yet in the lake of 
fire. They are in Hades, the temporary abode of dead 
unbelievers, where they are held awaiting their resurrection. 
It is referred to ten times in the New Testament. Before the 
resurrection of Christ, everyone who died went to Hades 
which consisted of two parts, a place or torment, and 
Abraham’s bosom. Jesus elaborates on this in the story of 
the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31. Hell is a 
translation of the word Gehenna. Gehenna was a valley 
below Jerusalem where refuse was burned. It was in 
Gehenna that child sacrifices were offered (2 Kings 23:10, 
Jeremiah 19:5-6).  Gehenna is a fore view of the Lake of 
Fire. The abyss is a temporary place of confinement for 
angels (Revelation 9:1, 20:1, 3).  It is here that Satan will be  

   bound for the 1000 years of the Millennium.  
  Which burns with brimstone – The Greek word for brimstone, a  

sulphurous material is theion which means, “a divine 
incense” because burning brimstone was regarded as 
having power to purify. Theion is a form of theios, a general 
name for god or deity. Some think that brimstone is a picture 
of the judgment of God. God is Spirit – John 4:24, Love – 1 
John 4:8, Light – 1 John 1:5, A consuming fire – Hebrews 
12:29. The lake of fire is an eternal experience of the justice 
and judgment of God void of his love, mercy, and grace.  

Verse 21 
  And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the     
  mouth of Him who sat upon the white horse – All unbelieving  

earth dwellers will die in a moment by the word of Christ. 
Their spirits will go to Hades to await their resurrection and 
final judgment at the end of the Millennium. 


