
Sunday Sermon Summary – Luke 9:1–17

Overview
This Sunday’s message explored Jesus sending out the twelve disciples and the feeding of the five
thousand, focusing on themes of dependence, humility, and God’s provision. The sermon
encouraged the congregation to embrace being “ill-equipped” as followers of Jesus, trusting in His
power rather than their own abilities.

Keywords: Dependence, Humility, God’s Provision, Discipleship

Key Takeaways
Ordinary People Used by God: God uses ordinary, unprepared people for extraordinary
purposes.

Obedience Over Confidence: Success in ministry is about obedience and dependence, not self-
confidence or resources.

Essentials of Discipleship: Humility and willingness to learn are essential to discipleship.

God’s Timely Provision: God provides what is needed, often just in time and in greater
abundance than expected.

Announcements & Community Life
VBS (Vacation Bible School) Planning:
Meeting after second service for the upcoming “Illumination” VBS in July, focused on Jesus as
the light of the world. Volunteers needed for setup and decoration days prior.

Baptism:
Scheduled for next weekend after second service. Anyone interested is invited to talk with the
pastor.

Men’s Breakfast:
June 20th, 7:30–9:00 AM at the church. Joel will share a message; time for food and prayer.

Youth Group:
Now meets Thursdays, 6:00–8:30 PM. Invitation cards available for junior high and high
school students.
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Home Groups:

Prescott group: 6 PM at Jane/Sarah’s house

Walla Walla group: 6 PM at Liz & Pastor’s house

Thursday group: On hiatus this week; normally at Doug & Michelle’s, 6:30 PM

Wednesday Night Series:
Ongoing study in 1 Thessalonians, focusing on the return of Jesus and the rapture.

Sermon Highlights

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve (Luke 9:1–6)

Empowering the Unprepared:
Jesus calls and sends out the disciples with authority over demons and diseases, instructing
them to take nothing for the journey—no staff, bag, food, money, or extra tunic.

Key Insight:
The disciples were inexperienced and untrained, yet Jesus entrusted them with His mission.
Their effectiveness came from His power, not their preparation or wisdom.

Application:
God delights in using ordinary, even “ill-equipped” people. Our confidence should be in the
One who sends us, not in our own abilities or resources.

Lessons in Discipleship

True Discipleship:
Jesus’ model was to let His followers learn by experience, sending them out with little
preparation but with His authority. Mistakes and shortcomings are part of the process.

Humility & Growth:
After their mission, the disciples returned to Jesus for further teaching and correction. Real
discipleship involves being willing to go, fail, return, and learn.

God’s Glory:
When God uses the weak or unqualified, He alone gets the glory.
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Instructions for Ministry

Hospitality & Contentment:
Disciples were to stay with whoever first welcomed them, not seeking better accommodations.
This taught humility and reliance on God’s provision through others.

Responding to Rejection:
If a town rejected them, they were to shake the dust off their feet as a witness. This was a
clear, culturally understood sign of breaking association due to rejection of the message—not
out of spite, but as a sober warning.

Sincerity in Seeking Jesus (Luke 9:7–9)

Herod’s Curiosity:
Herod heard about Jesus’ works and was perplexed, wondering if John the Baptist had
returned. Despite his expressed interest, Herod’s motives were insincere, and Jesus did not
seek him out.

Application:
Not all curiosity is genuine. Believers are not obligated to engage those who are insincere or
mocking about spiritual matters.

The Feeding of the Five Thousand (Luke 9:10–17)

Provision in Service:
After the disciples’ return, Jesus led them to a quiet place, but the crowds followed. When
faced with the hungry multitude, Jesus challenged the disciples to feed them.

Dependence on Jesus:
With only five loaves and two fish, Jesus blessed the food and gave it to the disciples to
distribute. All were fed, and twelve baskets of leftovers remained—one for each disciple.

Personal Application:
God provides for us as we serve others, often in ways that require ongoing dependence rather
than stored-up resources. Ministry is about returning to Jesus for what we need, not relying
on our own supply.

Closing Prayer
The service concluded with a prayer of gratitude for God’s provision and a request for hearts
ready to listen, learn, and serve—trusting that God equips and sustains those He sends.
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Next Steps
Reflect on areas where you feel “ill-equipped” and ask God to use you anyway. Trust Him to
provide what you need, when you need it, as you step out in faith.
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