Bible Study Summary: Colossians 3 (with
Ephesians 5-6)

Overview

This Bible study gathered around Colossians 3:12—4:1, focusing on the practical outworking of
Christian character in family and work relationships. The teaching emphasized that the Christian
life is not about self-effort, but about surrendering to Christ and allowing the Holy Spirit to work
transformation from within. The study also drew parallels with Ephesians 5-6, highlighting the
biblical order in the home and church.

Core Scripture References:

* Colossians 3:12-4:1
* Ephesians 5:22-6:4

» Genesis 3

Key Themes and Teachings

1. The Foundation: Christ’s Work, Not Ours

* The call to "put on" virtues like kindness, humility, and forgiveness is not a checklist for self-
improvement, but a call to depend on Christ.

* True transformation comes from surrender and letting the Spirit do His work, not from trying
harder in our own strength.

* The Christian life is about moving beyond surface-level participation ("the outer courts") into
deeper relationship and obedience.

2. God’s Order in Relationships

* God is a God of order, seen in creation, the family, the church, and even society.

* The structure of relationships—wives and husbands, parents and children, servants and
masters (or employees and employers)—reflects God’s design, not arbitrary rules.

* Biblical order is not about superiority but about responsibility and mutual care.
3. Practical Application in the Home and Work

» Wives: Called to submit to their husbands as to the Lord, reflecting trust in God’s order.

* Husbands: Called to love their wives sacrificially, as Christ loves the church—leading with
humility and care, not harshness.
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* Children: Instructed to obey their parents, which brings blessing.

* Parents (especially fathers): Warned not to provoke or discourage children, but to nurture
and encourage them in the Lord.

* Servants/Employees: Encouraged to work sincerely as serving Christ, not just for human
approval.

» Masters/Employers: Called to treat those under them justly and fairly, remembering their
own accountability to God.

4. The Power of Testimony

» The world may not value or understand Scripture, but it can see the difference in a
transformed life and healthy relationships.

* Our conduct—at home, at work, in the church—serves as a living testimony of God’s reality
and goodness.

5. The Challenge of Obedience

* Obedience is easy when things are going well; it becomes meaningful when it’s difficult.

* Submission, love, honoring parents, or working diligently are most significant when they
require sacrifice or patience.

* The call is not to perfection, but to consistent dependence on God’s Spirit and willingness to be
changed.

Encouragements and Closing Prayer

* The study closed with encouragement to trust God to produce these qualities in us, rather than
striving in our own power.

* Participants were reminded that God disciplines and encourages us as a loving Father, and
that our role is to be open and surrendered.

* A prayer was offered for God’s continued work, encouragement, correction, and opportunities
to serve Him in the coming week.

Takeaways for the Week

* Focus on surrendering areas of struggle to Christ instead of striving alone.
* Seek to live out biblical order in relationships, trusting God’s wisdom.
* Remember the power of example—your life may be the only “Bible” some people read.

* Be encouraged: God’s Spirit is at work in you, shaping you into the image of Christ.
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