
Introduction to 1 Timothy: Paul, Timothy, and
the Call to Faithful Ministry

Overview
This sermon introduces the book of 1 Timothy, focusing on the unique relationship between Paul
and Timothy, the context and purpose of the letter, and the broader implications for both church
leadership and personal Christian calling.

Keywords: Paul and Timothy, Church Leadership, Faithful Ministry

Key Takeaways
Personal Letter to Timothy: 1 Timothy is a unique personal letter from Paul to his protégé
Timothy, emphasizing mentorship and spiritual leadership.

Timothy’s Role in Ephesus: Timothy was sent to establish order, correct false teachings, and
guide the Ephesian church towards maturity.

Paul’s Apostolic Authority: Paul's apostleship is by divine command, setting a model of faithful
obedience and perseverance.

Faithfulness in All Callings: Every believer is called to serve faithfully in their unique role,
reflecting God’s authority and purpose.

Context and Background
Letters to Places vs. People:
Paul’s earlier letters (e.g., to Ephesus, Galatia, Philippi, Colossae, Thessalonica) were addressed
to entire congregations in specific cities. 1 Timothy is different—it’s a personal letter to
Timothy, Paul’s protégé and “true son in the faith.”

Timothy’s Role:
Timothy was sent to Ephesus not as a permanent pastor, but as someone tasked with setting
the church in order—establishing leadership, correcting doctrine, and guiding the
congregation toward health and maturity.

Paul’s Authority:
Paul emphasizes that his apostleship comes by the command of God, not by seniority,
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popularity, or human appointment. This is significant for Timothy, who is younger and less
established than many in Ephesus.

Timothy’s Story and Character
Timothy’s Background:

Son of a believing Jewish mother and a Greek father (Acts 16).

Raised primarily by his mother and grandmother; his father is not mentioned as a
spiritual influence.

Paul became a spiritual father to Timothy, a relationship marked by deep affection and
mentorship.

Dedication and Sacrifice:

Timothy willingly underwent circumcision for the sake of ministry to the Jews, even as he
carried a letter declaring it unnecessary for Gentile believers—demonstrating
commitment and flexibility for the sake of the gospel.

Timothy proved to be faithful and steadfast, unlike others who had abandoned Paul.

Paul’s Encouragement:

Paul’s address to Timothy as “my true son in the faith” is a term of endearment and
support, not hierarchy or condescension.

The Mission in Ephesus
Why Timothy Was Needed:

The Ephesian church required correction and order. Timothy’s assignment was to address
false teachings, disputes, and to establish qualified leaders (elders and deacons).

Paul’s letters to Timothy reveal the challenges of leading as a young man among older,
established believers.

Leadership Lessons:

Authority in the church comes from God’s calling, not from age, experience, or human
credentials.

Church health takes time; establishing order and maturity is a gradual process.
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Paul’s Calling and Example
Paul’s Conversion and Commission:

Paul was dramatically called by Jesus on the road to Damascus (Acts 9), chosen specifically
to bear Christ’s name to Gentiles, kings, and Israel.

His apostleship was marked by suffering, perseverance, and obedience to God’s direct
command.

Lessons for All Believers:

Every Christian has a calling—whether as a parent, spouse, employee, or church leader—
and is to serve “as unto the Lord.”

Faithfulness in difficult assignments is part of following Christ.

Application and Encouragement
For Church Life:

Healthy churches need time, order, and faithful leadership.

Not every church or leader will have the same structure, but the principles of God’s
calling and authority remain.

For Personal Faith:

God sees and commissions each believer for their unique role.

Faithfulness, even in hard or unglamorous tasks, is deeply valued by God.

Closing Prayer Highlights
Gratitude for the examples of Paul and Timothy, and the “cloud of witnesses” who have gone
before.

Request for wisdom to understand both church structure and personal application from these
letters.

A reminder that God is attentive to our faithfulness in whatever role we are called to.

Note: The sermon sets the stage for a deeper study of 1 Timothy, emphasizing both the specific
historical situation and the timeless principles of Christian leadership and service.
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