
Colossians 1–2: Complete in Christ

Overview

This Bible study explores Colossians 1 and the beginning of chapter 2, focusing on the sufficiency
of Christ, the ongoing advocacy of Jesus, and a warning against seeking fulfillment outside of Him.
The group reflects on Paul’s ministry, the challenges he faced, and the deep assurance believers
can have in their relationship with Christ.

Core Scripture:
Colossians 1:1–2:10 (with particular attention to Colossians 2:1–10)

Main Themes

1. The Supremacy and Sufficiency of Christ

Colossians was written to remind believers that what they have in Christ is all they need—
there is no need to add anything.

Christ is not a product to be upgraded; He is complete, and so are we in Him.

The fullness of God dwells in Christ, and in Him are hidden all treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.

2. The Personal, Ongoing Work of Jesus

Jesus’ work didn’t end at the cross; He continues to advocate for us before the Father.

His advocacy is personal, not mechanical—He carries our names and pleads our case, bearing
the marks of our redemption.

Salvation is not a “do-it-yourself” project; only Jesus can reconcile us to God.

3. Assurance and Faithfulness

Paul prays that believers would have full assurance, not living in anxiety about their
salvation.

Assurance comes from knowing Christ and trusting His finished work, not from our own
efforts or feelings.

The call is to continue in faith, not turning back to old systems or seeking new philosophies.

4. Paul’s Ministry and Suffering

Paul describes his own sufferings as part of his calling to minister to the Gentiles.
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His willingness to endure hardship is rooted in the value of the gospel and the unity of the
church.

He urges believers to fight for their own purity and not be passive in the face of false teaching.

5. Warnings Against Deception

Paul warns against being cheated by philosophy, empty deceit, or traditions of men.

True wisdom and knowledge are found in Christ, not in worldly systems or clever arguments.

Believers are encouraged to be discerning about who they listen to and to test teachings by
their fruit and alignment with Christ.

Key Insights & Illustrations

Christ’s Ongoing Advocacy: Jesus is not a distant memory but a living advocate. He continues
to plead for us, referencing His finished work and His wounds.

Personal Faith: Faith in Christ is relational, not merely intellectual. We trust a person, not just
a set of ideas.

Cost of Discipleship: Following Jesus means surrendering everything—identity, relationships,
even life itself. This was not hidden fine print but an upfront call to count the cost.

Discernment in Teaching: Not all who claim to speak truth are trustworthy. Paul warns
against blindly following teachers; instead, examine their lives and fruit.

Philosophy vs. Christ: While philosophy can provide arguments, it is insufficient for
determining truth and guiding life. Christ alone is the source of true wisdom.

Exhortations & Applications

Rest in Christ’s Sufficiency: Don’t seek spiritual upgrades or additions—everything needed is
found in Christ.

Trust Jesus, Not Arguments: Our confidence is not in clever reasoning but in the character
and finished work of Jesus.

Guard Against Deception: Be vigilant about what you accept as truth and who you allow to
influence your faith.

Engage in the Fight for Faith: Be willing to contend for the truth, both for your own sake and
for others in the body.

Pursue Assurance: God desires for you to have full assurance of your salvation and
relationship with Him.
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Closing Prayer Highlights

Thankfulness for God’s enduring, trustworthy Word.

Request for discernment and satisfaction in Christ alone.

Prayer for the ability to trust Jesus even when understanding is lacking or obedience is costly.

A plea for wisdom in following godly leaders and not being led astray.

Summary:
You are complete in Christ. His ongoing advocacy, the sufficiency of His work, and the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge found in Him are all you need. Beware of philosophies and traditions that
would pull you away from this foundation. Trust the person of Jesus—His wounds, His advocacy,
His love—and let your assurance be rooted in Him.
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