
Sermon Summary: Beware the Leaven of the
Pharisees

Overview
This sermon centers on Jesus' warning in Luke 12 about the pervasive danger of hypocrisy, using
the metaphor of leaven (yeast) to illustrate how even a small amount can spread and affect the
whole. The message addresses the difference between outward appearances and true spiritual
reality, calling believers to authenticity, humility, and a focus on God's approval rather than
human recognition.

Keywords: Hypocrisy, Leaven, Authenticity

Key Takeaways
The Danger of Hypocrisy: Hypocrisy spreads like leaven, corrupting the whole and focusing
on outward appearances rather than true transformation.

Authenticity Before God: True spiritual life requires honesty before God, not just a façade for
others.

Fear God, Not People: Believers are called to fear God, who has authority over eternal destiny,
rather than fearing human judgment.

Confess Christ Boldly: Confessing Jesus before others leads to His acknowledgment before God
and rests on grace, not works.

Announcements & Community Life
Directory: Cards are available for updating contact information; Janet will compile a church
directory.

Men’s Breakfast: September 19th, 7:30–9 AM at the church. Includes Bible study, teaching,
discussion, and prayer.

Women’s Bible Study: New 7-week study begins September 21st (Monday nights, 6:30 PM at
the church). Sign up online or via the app.

Home Groups:

Prescott group on break for September.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

◦ 

Owll: Your Intelligent Note Taking Assistant
Download link: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/owll-study-ai-note-taker/id6450300197



Walla Walla group meets Sundays at 6 PM.

College Place group meets at 6:30 PM; contact leaders for location.

Communication & Prayer: Telegram app is the main way the church shares prayer requests
and stays connected during the week.

Message Highlights

Context & Audience

Transition in Luke: From Mary’s humble listening (Luke 10) to Jesus addressing a mixed
crowd—disciples, casual listeners, and hostile Pharisees.

Three Groups:

Disciples: Eager to learn and follow.

Multitude: Mixed motives; some indifferent.

Pharisees: Hostile, listening to accuse.

The Leaven of the Pharisees: Hypocrisy

Leaven Explained: Yeast is actively pervasive and exponentially infectious—just a little
spreads through the whole batch. Similarly, hypocrisy infiltrates and corrupts.

Origins of Phariseeism: Began as a movement to restore faithfulness to the Law but devolved
into outward legalism and moral posturing.

Problem with Hypocrisy:

Focuses on external appearances over genuine transformation.

Loads others with burdens, but leaders themselves don’t carry them.

Leads to virtue signaling—doing good for show, not from the heart.

Authenticity Before God

Nothing Hidden: Jesus warns that everything said or done in secret will be revealed (Luke
12:2-3).

True Relationship: Who we are before God is what matters, not the persona we present to
others.

Personal Introspection: Communion is a time to examine ourselves honestly, confessing our
true state to God.
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Fear: Whom Should We Fear?

Not People, But God: Don’t fear those who can only harm the body; fear the One who has
authority over eternal destiny (Luke 12:4-5; Revelation 20:11-14).

God’s Care: Despite the gravity of judgment, God values each person deeply—even more than
many sparrows (Luke 12:6-7).

Confession & Assurance

Confessing Christ: Jesus promises to acknowledge before God those who confess Him before
others (Luke 12:8-9).

Grace over Works: Our standing with God is not based on our moral performance but on
acknowledging and trusting in Jesus.

Communion: An invitation to honest self-examination, confession, and resting in Christ’s
finished work.

Application & Encouragement
Be Real: Let go of spiritual facades; focus on genuine growth and humility.

Confess & Receive Grace: Confession breaks the power of hypocrisy and allows God’s grace
to transform us.

Point to Jesus: Our calling is not to be an example for others to follow us, but to point others
to Christ.

Fellowship in Humility: True fellowship grows where people are honest about their
weaknesses and receive one another in love.

Closing Prayer Themes
Gratitude for God’s Word and community.

Prayer for humility, authenticity, and freedom from hypocrisy.

Blessing over the food and fellowship, asking for real connection and trust within the church
body.

Key Takeaway:
Jesus calls us to reject the infection of hypocrisy and live authentically before God, trusting in His
grace, confessing our need, and finding our value in His love—not in outward appearances or the
approval of others.
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