
EZEKIEL  

Chapter 18 

Understanding Judgment from God 

  

Chapter 18 is all about personal accountability for sins. God holds each individual 

personally accountable for their own sins. God does not judge the sons for the sins of 

the father.  

 

The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying, What mean ye, that ye use this 

proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and 

the children's teeth are set on edge? As I live, saith the Lord GOD, ye shall not have 

occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul 

of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die. 

(Ezekiel 18:1-4) 

A Proverb in the Land (1-4):  The children of Israel had a common proverb that showed 

their ideology when it comes to their suffering. The proverb was “the fathers have eaten 

sour grapes and the children’s teeth are set on edge” (vs.2). The idea being that the children 

are only suffering for the sins of their fathers; God was judging them for the sins that 

their fathers committed. (See: Jer. 31:29; Lam. 5:7) 

However God says they will not have any occasion any more to use this proverb in 

Israel (vs.3). Why? Because all souls are God’s, whether it be the fathers or the sons and 

“the soul that sinnith it shall die”; personal accountability for sins (vs. 4). These verses are 

not dealing with eternal life matters but a judgment in this life (Deut. 24:16).  

Ezekiel now will use an illustration of a grandfather who lives justly, a son that lives 

ungodly and the grandson that lives justly again. Thus, no one is being put to death for 

the sins of their father, they are personally accountable for their own actions.  

 

But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and right, And hath not eaten upon 

the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, 

neither hath defiled his neighbour's wife, neither hath come near to a menstruous 

woman, And hath not oppressed any, but hath restored to the debtor his pledge, hath 



spoiled none by violence, hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the 

naked with a garment; He that hath not given forth upon usury, neither hath taken 

any increase, that hath withdrawn his hand from iniquity, hath executed true 

judgment between man and man, Hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept my 

judgments, to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely live, saith the Lord GOD. (Ezekiel 

18:5-9) 

 

The Just Grandfather (5-9): God is showing that for walking justly, doing that which is 

right the man is just and will live (6). Because this man has walked according to God’s 

statutes, judgments and dealt truly he will be blessed in this life.  

 

If he beget a son that is a robber, a shedder of blood, and that doeth the like to any 

one of these things, And that doeth not any of those duties, but even hath eaten upon 

the mountains, and defiled his neighbour's wife, Hath oppressed the poor and needy, 

hath spoiled by violence, hath not restored the pledge, and hath lifted up his eyes to 

the idols, hath committed abomination, Hath given forth upon usury, and hath taken 

increase: shall he then live? he shall not live: he hath done all these abominations; he 

shall surely die; his blood shall be upon him. (Ezekiel 18:10-13) 

The Ungodly Son (10-13): This is the ungodly son who has done the opposite of his 

father and therefore will be judged for his sins, he shall die (13). Notice his just father 

could not store up merit with God for his son. No matter how good the father was his 

son is personally accountable for his behavior. (Remember Ezek. 14:16-18).  

 

 

Now, lo, if he beget a son, that seeth all his father's sins which he hath done, and 

considereth, and doeth not such like, That hath not eaten upon the mountains, 

neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, hath not defiled his 

neighbour's wife, Neither hath oppressed any, hath not withholden the pledge, 

neither hath spoiled by violence, but hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath 

covered the naked with a garment, That hath taken off his hand from the poor, that 

hath not received usury nor increase, hath executed my judgments, hath walked in 

my statutes; he shall not die for the iniquity of his father, he shall surely live. As for 

his father, because he cruelly oppressed, spoiled his brother by violence, and did that 

which is not good among his people, lo, even he shall die in his iniquity. Yet say ye, 



Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father? When the son hath done that 

which is lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall 

surely live. (Ezekiel 18:14-19) 

The First Objection to Personal Accountability (14-19): Again the son is not being 

judged for the sins of his wicked father (vs. 17). The Jews now argue for the very thing 

they were originally against; they ask, “why, doth not the son bear the iniquity of the 

father?”  In other words, why can’t the iniquity of the fathers fall on the son, why do we 

have to be personally responsible? Why do you think they secretly desired to have the 

sins of the fathers fall on the sons? Possibly because they did not like to be held 

accountable for their personal actions! Sounds like today!  

 

The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, 

neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the 

righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him. 

But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my 

statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 

All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: 

in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live. Have I any pleasure at all that the 

wicked should die? saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his 

ways, and live? But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, and 

committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked 

man doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be 

mentioned: in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, 

in them shall he die. (Ezekiel 18:20-24) 

God’s Declaration (20-24): God declares not only is the son not held accountable for the 

sins of the father but also the ungodly person that repents can have God’s judgments on 

his life removed (21). 

Why is this? God is not pleased that the wicked should die! (23). If man perishes it is 

because he will not turn to the Lord for salvation, for God is longsuffering not willing 

that any should perish (2 Pt. 3:9). In matters of eternal life thank the Lord for the eternal 

righteousness we have imputed to us by faith! (Philippians 3:7-9).  

 

Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not my 

way equal? are not your ways unequal? When a righteous man turneth away from his 



righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity that he 

hath done shall he die. Again, when the wicked man turneth away from his 

wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he 

shall save his soul alive. Because he considereth, and turneth away from all his 

transgressions that he hath committed, he shall surely live, he shall not die. Yet saith 

the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal. O house of Israel, are not my 

ways equal? are not your ways unequal? Therefore I will judge you, O house of 

Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and turn 

yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. (Ezekiel 

18:25-30) 

God’s Final Declaration(25-30): Personal accountability is the greatest form of equality. 

God’s ways are equal and when man tries to adjust that standard he will always find an 

unjust weight.  

 

Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make 

you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? For I have no 

pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn 

yourselves, and live ye. (Ezekiel 18:31-32) 

A New Heart (31-32): The answer to all sin is a heart problem. Israel will / must have a 

heart transplant of which the New Covenant provides, both for Israel (Ezek. 36:26,27) 

and for ourselves (2 Cor. 3-6).  

 

Conclusion: The teaching of this chapter answers the new psychology we have today, 

which argues that the reason a person is irresponsible is because his mother didn't treat 

him right but neglected him and didn’t love him. You are a sinner because you are a 

sinner yourself! Every individual will stand before God, and he won’t be able to blame 

his parents at that time. Ezekiel makes it very clear that the Israelite will be judged in 

this life on the basis of the life he lived, whether he was a believer or not.  

  

 

 

 

 



EZEKIEL  

Chapter 19 

Lamentations Over the Princes of Judah and the Land of Judah 

 

Moreover take thou up a lamentation for the princes of Israel, (Ezekiel 19:1) 

Lamentation (1): This is a lamentation for the “princes of Israel” the rulers of the nation. 

God is lamenting for what they had become. Though not mentioned by name, this 

chapter deals with two “princes” Jehoahaz and Jehoiachin.  

 

And say, What is thy mother? A lioness: she lay down among lions, she nourished 

her whelps among young lions. And she brought up one of her whelps: it became a 

young lion, and it learned to catch the prey; it devoured men. The nations also heard 

of him; he was taken in their pit, and they brought him with chains unto the land of 

Egypt. Now when she saw that she had waited, and her hope was lost, then she took 

another of her whelps, and made him a young lion. And he went up and down 

among the lions, he became a young lion, and learned to catch the prey, and 

devoured men. And he knew their desolate palaces, and he laid waste their cities; 

and the land was desolate, and the fulness thereof, by the noise of his roaring. Then 

the nations set against him on every side from the provinces, and spread their net 

over him: he was taken in their pit. And they put him in ward in chains, and brought 

him to the king of Babylon: they brought him into holds, that his voice should no 

more be heard upon the mountains of Israel. (Ezekiel 19:2-9) 

The Lioness and her Whelps (2-9): The Lioness is Israel, who is laid down among the 

heathen nations (lions). The lioness bears her whelps and one of them becomes a young 

lion who learned to catch the prey; to devour men (3-4). This is a reference to Jehoahaz 

who did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord and was taken away into Egypt (2 

Kings 23:34). The lioness takes another of her whelps and makes him a “young lion” (5). 

This is Jehoiachin king of Judah. He also learned to catch the prey and devour men 

becoming as the heathen nations around him (6-7), thus he also is taken away into 

Babylonian captivity (8-9 cf. 2 Kings 24:15). Thus, this is God lamenting over the princes 

of Judah and what they had become.  

 



Thy mother is like a vine in thy blood, planted by the waters: she was fruitful and 

full of branches by reason of many waters. And she had strong rods for the sceptres 

of them that bare rule, and her stature was exalted among the thick branches, and she 

appeared in her height with the multitude of her branches. But she was plucked up 

in fury, she was cast down to the ground, and the east wind dried up her fruit: her 

strong rods were broken and withered; the fire consumed them. And now she is 

planted in the wilderness, in a dry and thirsty ground. (Ezekiel 19:10-13) 

The Vine that is Become Withered (10-13): The Lioness is now pictured as the vine (10) 

that has become withered, all of her branches or rods have become broken and are 

consumed by the fire; and now she is planted in the wilderness in a dry and thirsty 

land.  

 

And fire is gone out of a rod of her branches, which hath devoured her fruit, so that 

she hath no strong rod to be a sceptre to rule. This is a lamentation, and shall be for a 

lamentation. (Ezekiel 19:14) 

No King to Rule (14):  The conclusion is that she has no more rod or prince to be the 

scepter in Judah, no King to rule.  

With all the kings taken captive, who will rule anymore on the throne of David? Who 

will carry on the scepter? It has been prophesied that the scepter will not depart from 

Judah (Gen. 49:10) so how can this be?  

Through none other than Jesus Christ, who is of the seed of David (Rom. 1:3) of the 

Tribe of Judah, who will sit on the throne of David (Luke 1:32). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EZEKIEL 

Chapter 20 

A History of the Rebellion of the Nation of Israel 

Introduction: in this chapter God will give an account of the history of Israel as seen 

from His point of view.  

• Rebellion in Egypt   vss. 5-9 

• Rebellion in the wilderness vss. 10-17 

• Rebellion of the children  vss. 18-26 

• Rebellion entering Canaan  vss. 27-29 

• Rebellion in Ezekiel’s generation vss. 30-32 

• God’s forceful hand   vss. 33-39 

• Kingdom Established  vss. 40-44 

 

And it came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth month, the tenth day of the 

month, that certain of the elders of Israel came to inquire of the LORD, and sat before 

me. Then came the word of the LORD unto me, saying, Son of man, speak unto the 

elders of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Are ye come to inquire 

of me? As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will not be inquired of by you. Wilt thou 

judge them, son of man, wilt thou judge them? cause them to know the abominations 

of their fathers: (Ezekiel 20:1-4) 

Inquiring of the Lord (1-4): Certain elders of Israel come to Ezekiel to inquire of the 

Lord. God however refuses their inquiries (3 cf. 31). God is not going to be questioned 

by these ungodly rulers of the nation. Notice the fervency that our Lord responds with, 

“As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will not be inquired of by you.” 

 

And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day when I chose Israel, and 

lifted up mine hand unto the seed of the house of Jacob, and made myself known 

unto them in the land of Egypt, when I lifted up mine hand unto them, saying, I am 

the LORD your God; In the day that I lifted up mine hand unto them, to bring them 

forth of the land of Egypt into a land that I had espied for them, flowing with milk 

and honey, which is the glory of all lands: Then said I unto them, Cast ye away every 

man the abominations of his eyes, and defile not yourselves with the idols of Egypt: I 



am the LORD your God. But they rebelled against me, and would not hearken unto 

me: they did not every man cast away the abominations of their eyes, neither did they 

forsake the idols of Egypt: then I said, I will pour out my fury upon them, to 

accomplish my anger against them in the midst of the land of Egypt. But I wrought 

for my name's sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, among whom 

they were, in whose sight I made myself known unto them, in bringing them forth 

out of the land of Egypt. (Ezekiel 20:5-9) 

Rebellion in Egypt (5-9): In the Land of Egypt God calls forth His people for His 

name’s sake. God would make Israel and all the world know His name (Ex. 3:11-15 cf. 

5:22-23 cf. 6:1-8 cf. Isaiah 63:12-14). Truly all the world did learn the name of the LORD 

GOD, for even the heathen gentile people in the city of Jericho heard of the great God of 

Israel (Josh. 2:8-11).  

However, Israel rebelled against God and would not harken unto Him (8). Israel did not 

live up to the name of their God, but lusted after their idols, the abominations of Egypt. 

Therefore God poured out His fury toward the idols of Egypt, delivering His people 

from a predicament from which they could not deliver themselves.  

 

Wherefore I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought them into 

the wilderness. And I gave them my statutes, and shewed them my judgments, which 

if a man do, he shall even live in them. Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be 

a sign between me and them, that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctify 

them. But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness: they walked not 

in my statutes, and they despised my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even 

live in them; and my sabbaths they greatly polluted: then I said, I would pour out my 

fury upon them in the wilderness, to consume them. But I wrought for my name's 

sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, in whose sight I brought 

them out. Yet also I lifted up my hand unto them in the wilderness, that I would not 

bring them into the land which I had given them, flowing with milk and honey, 

which is the glory of all lands; Because they despised my judgments, and walked not 

in my statutes, but polluted my sabbaths: for their heart went after their idols. 

Nevertheless mine eye spared them from destroying them, neither did I make an end 

of them in the wilderness. (Ezekiel 20:10-17) 

Rebellion in the Wilderness (10-17): The Lord God brought His people out into the 

wilderness with great signs and wonders. God gave them His statutes, and showed 

them His judgments that His people might live in them (11). God also gave them His 

Sabbaths that Israel might know that it is the Lord God that sanctifies them (12). 



However, Israel once again is found to be a rebellious people (13). They walked not in 

God’s statutes and despised His judgments and greatly polluted His Sabbaths. So God’s 

fury once again was poured out against His people (14-16).  

However, for God’s name’s sake He did not totally obliterate His people, but spared the 

children under the age of 20 (17 cf. Numbers 14:11-35 cf. 32:11).    

 

But I said unto their children in the wilderness, Walk ye not in the statutes of your 

fathers, neither observe their judgments, nor defile yourselves with their idols: I am 

the LORD your God; walk in my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them; And 

hallow my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may know 

that I am the LORD your God. Notwithstanding the children rebelled against me: 

they walked not in my statutes, neither kept my judgments to do them, which if a 

man do, he shall even live in them; they polluted my sabbaths: then I said, I would 

pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish my anger against them in the wilderness. 

Nevertheless I withdrew mine hand, and wrought for my name's sake, that it should 

not be polluted in the sight of the heathen, in whose sight I brought them forth. I 

lifted up mine hand unto them also in the wilderness, that I would scatter them 

among the heathen, and disperse them through the countries; Because they had not 

executed my judgments, but had despised my statutes, and had polluted my 

sabbaths, and their eyes were after their fathers' idols. Wherefore I gave them also 

statutes that were not good, and judgments whereby they should not live; And I 

polluted them in their own gifts, in that they caused to pass through the fire all that 

openeth the womb, that I might make them desolate, to the end that they might know 

that I am the LORD. (Ezekiel 20:18-26) 

Rebellion of the Children (18-26): God now deals with the children of those that fell in 

the wilderness (18). The children are to keep His statutes, judgments and Sabbath days 

(19, 20); however, as the fathers did, so do the children (24), rebelling against the Lord 

God in not keeping the commandments of God (21).  Thus, God would judge them by 

scattering them among the heathen, allowing them to be fully given to the idols they 

desire, to the sacrificing of their children to the flames of Moloch (25-26).  

 

Therefore, son of man, speak unto the house of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith 

the Lord GOD; Yet in this your fathers have blasphemed me, in that they have 

committed a trespass against me. For when I had brought them into the land, for the 

which I lifted up mine hand to give it to them, then they saw every high hill, and all 



the thick trees, and they offered there their sacrifices, and there they presented the 

provocation of their offering: there also they made their sweet savour, and poured 

out there their drink offerings. Then I said unto them, What is the high place 

whereunto ye go? And the name thereof is called Bamah unto this day. (Ezekiel 20:27-

29) 

Rebellion Entering Canaan (27-29): But what of those who did enter the “promised 

land?” Did they follow after God? No, for upon entering the land they saw every high 

hill and every thick tree and sacrificed thereon (28), rebelling against the sacrifices of the 

Lord. 

 

Wherefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Are ye polluted 

after the manner of your fathers? and commit ye whoredom after their abominations? 

For when ye offer your gifts, when ye make your sons to pass through the fire, ye 

pollute yourselves with all your idols, even unto this day: and shall I be inquired of 

by you, O house of Israel? As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will not be inquired of by 

you. And that which cometh into your mind shall not be at all, that ye say, We will be 

as the heathen, as the families of the countries, to serve wood and stone. (Ezekiel 

20:30-32) 

Rebellion in Ezekiel’s Generation (30-32): “Even unto this day” (Ezekiel’s time) Israel 

is in rebellion against the Lord their God (31), even to the offering of their children to 

the fires of Moloch (31). Thus, now you understand God’s fervency in saying, “Shall I be 

inquired of by you, O house of Israel? As I live saith the Lord GOD, I will not be inquired of by 

you.”  

 

As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out 

arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you: And I will bring you out from the 

people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a 

mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out. And I will 

bring you into the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with you face to 

face. Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so 

will I plead with you, saith the Lord GOD. And I will cause you to pass under the 

rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant: And I will purge out from 

among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me: I will bring them forth 

out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: 

and ye shall know that I am the LORD. As for you, O house of Israel, thus saith the 



Lord GOD; Go ye, serve ye every one his idols, and hereafter also, if ye will not 

hearken unto me: but pollute ye my holy name no more with your gifts, and with 

your idols. (Ezekiel 20:33-39) 

God’s Forceful Hand (33-39): God is now going to forcefully deliver His people from 

the heathen nations in which they have become willful captives, captive to their gods. 

Much like a father that has a son addicted to drugs, goes down to the drug house and 

forcibly removes him and pleads with him “face to face” (Zech. 12:10), so God upon His 

return will gather all his people from the nations together in the wilderness and plead 

with them “face to face.” He will cause them to pass under the rod (the rod of correction 

– the Tribulation) and then bring them into the bond of the covenant (God will make it 

so they can obey His statutes, judgments and Sabbaths – Jer. 36:25-27).  

 

For in mine holy mountain, in the mountain of the height of Israel, saith the Lord 

GOD, there shall all the house of Israel, all of them in the land, serve me: there will I 

accept them, and there will I require your offerings, and the firstfruits of your 

oblations, with all your holy things. I will accept you with your sweet savour, when I 

bring you out from the people, and gather you out of the countries wherein ye have 

been scattered; and I will be sanctified in you before the heathen. And ye shall know 

that I am the LORD, when I shall bring you into the land of Israel, into the country 

for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers. And there shall ye 

remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have been defiled; and ye shall 

lothe yourselves in your own sight for all your evils that ye have committed. And ye 

shall know that I am the LORD, when I have wrought with you for my name's sake, 

not according to your wicked ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, O ye house 

of Israel, saith the Lord GOD. (Ezekiel 20:40-44) 

The Kingdom Established (40-44): The God of Israel will bring His people into the land 

of their promise one day (Isaiah 60). God will do for the nation what they could not do 

in their own strength. And God will do all of this for His name’s sake, that they and all 

the world might know that He is the Lord God (44). 

 

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face 

toward the south, and drop thy word toward the south, and prophesy against the 

forest of the south field; And say to the forest of the south, Hear the word of the 

LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will kindle a fire in thee, and it shall 

devour every green tree in thee, and every dry tree: the flaming flame shall not be 



quenched, and all faces from the south to the north shall be burned therein. And all 

flesh shall see that I the LORD have kindled it: it shall not be quenched. Then said I, 

Ah Lord GOD! they say of me, Doth he not speak parables? (Ezekiel 20:45-49) 

Pronouncement against the South Land (45-49): These final verses of this chapter are a 

pronouncement against the south, Jerusalem and its occupants. The interpretation of 

these verses is found in the first seven verses of chapter 21. The elders are confused 

saying, “Doth he not speak parables?” (vs. 49); what follows in chapter 21 is the answer 

to these verses. Notice the correlation in the verbiage between the two passages:  

Ezekiel 20:46 -  

“Set thy face toward the south”  

“Drop thy word toward the south”  

“Prophesy against the forest of the south field”  

Ezekiel 21:2 -  

“Set thy face toward Jerusalem”  

“Drop thy word toward the holy places” 

 “Prophesy against the land of Israel”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EZEKIEL 

Chapter 21 

The Sword of Judgment 

Chapter 21 is an amazingly prophetic chapter. God is going to bring the sword of 

Babylon and cut off the kings of Judah. Babylon will be the one to bring Zedekiah, the 

final king of Israel, into captivity where he will die, and from that time forth no king 

will sit on the throne in Israel:  

And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is come, when iniquity shall 

have an end, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Remove the diadem, and take off the crown: 

this shall not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. (Ezekiel 

21:25-26) 

However, within this prophetic announcement there is hope, for the verse goes on to 

tell of another that shall come, “whose right it is” and the throne of the house of Israel 

shall be given to Him: 

I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until he come whose 

right it is; and I will give it him. (Ezekiel 21:27) 

Of course this speaks of none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, the seed of David:  

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people, And 

hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David; As he 

spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world began: 

(Luke 1:68-70) 

 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face toward 

Jerusalem, and drop thy word toward the holy places, and prophesy against the land 

of Israel, And say to the land of Israel, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I am against 

thee, and will draw forth my sword out of his sheath, and will cut off from thee the 

righteous and the wicked. Seeing then that I will cut off from thee the righteous and 

the wicked, therefore shall my sword go forth out of his sheath against all flesh from 

the south to the north: That all flesh may know that I the LORD have drawn forth my 

sword out of his sheath: it shall not return any more. Sigh therefore, thou son of man, 

with the breaking of thy loins; and with bitterness sigh before their eyes. And it shall 



be, when they say unto thee, Wherefore sighest thou? that thou shalt answer, For the 

tidings; because it cometh: and every heart shall melt, and all hands shall be feeble, 

and every spirit shall faint, and all knees shall be weak as water: behold, it cometh, 

and shall be brought to pass, saith the Lord GOD. Again the word of the LORD came 

unto me, saying, Son of man, prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LORD; Say, A sword, 

a sword is sharpened, and also furbished: It is sharpened to make a sore slaughter; it 

is furbished that it may glitter: should we then make mirth? it contemneth the rod of 

my son, as every tree. And he hath given it to be furbished, that it may be handled: 

this sword is sharpened, and it is furbished, to give it into the hand of the slayer. Cry 

and howl, son of man: for it shall be upon my people, it shall be upon all the princes 

of Israel: terrors by reason of the sword shall be upon my people: smite therefore 

upon thy thigh. Because it is a trial, and what if the sword contemn even the rod? it 

shall be no more, saith the Lord GOD. Thou therefore, son of man, prophesy, and 

smite thine hands together, and let the sword be doubled the third time, the sword of 

the slain: it is the sword of the great men that are slain, which entereth into their 

privy chambers. I have set the point of the sword against all their gates, that their 

heart may faint, and their ruins be multiplied: ah! it is made bright, it is wrapped up 

for the slaughter. Go thee one way or other, either on the right hand, or on the left, 

whithersoever thy face is set. I will also smite mine hands together, and I will cause 

my fury to rest: I the LORD have said it. (Ezekiel 21:1-17) 

A Sword against Jerusalem (1-17): As before stated, the sword of God’s judgment is 

Babylon, with Nebuchadnezzar at the helm. Notice how many times the word “sword” 

or words dealing with a sword are used in this chapter. Notice also that it is God’s 

sword (vs. 3, 5); it is He who chooses to draw it. The sword will destroy God’s people 

and the princes of God’s people (vs. 12). The sword will break the line of the kings of 

Israel (vs. 6).  

 

The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying, Also, thou son of man, appoint 

thee two ways, that the sword of the king of Babylon may come: both twain shall 

come forth out of one land: and choose thou a place, choose it at the head of the way 

to the city. Appoint a way, that the sword may come to Rabbath of the Ammonites, 

and to Judah in Jerusalem the defenced. For the king of Babylon stood at the parting 

of the way, at the head of the two ways, to use divination: he made his arrows bright, 

he consulted with images, he looked in the liver. At his right hand was the divination 

for Jerusalem, to appoint captains, to open the mouth in the slaughter, to lift up the 

voice with shouting, to appoint battering rams against the gates, to cast a mount, and 

to build a fort. And it shall be unto them as a false divination in their sight, to them 



that have sworn oaths: but he will call to remembrance the iniquity, that they may be 

taken. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have made your iniquity to be 

remembered, in that your transgressions are discovered, so that in all your doings 

your sins do appear; because, I say, that ye are come to remembrance, ye shall be 

taken with the hand. (Ezekiel 21:18-24) 

Two Paths to Judgment (18-24): God now tells Ezekiel to draw out a road that breaks 

into two paths. The road represents the two ways the king of Babylon would come (vs. 

19). One path goes to the city Rabbath of the Ammonites, and the other path Jerusalem 

of Judah (20). Ammon, though enemies of Judah, had allied together against 

Nebuchadnezzar. Of course God will see to it that Nebuchadnezzar chooses Jerusalem 

first.  

Nebuchadnezzar stood at the parting of the two paths and used divination to choose 

whom he would lay siege against first (vs. 21). He employed three means of divination: 

• He made his arrows bright – He wrote the two cities to be judged on two arrows 

and placed them into his quiver. Whichever name was drawn first, that city 

would be destroyed. 

• He consulted with images – communicating to idols  

• Looked in the liver – He cut open an animal to read the marks on the liver.  

The winner (or looser in this case) was Jerusalem, thus Nebuchadnezzar would come to 

Jerusalem first to destroy it (vs. 22). 

 

And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is come, when iniquity shall 

have an end, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Remove the diadem, and take off the crown: 

this shall not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. I will 

overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until he come whose right it 

is; and I will give it him. (Ezekiel 21:25-27) 

Removal of the Diadem (25-27): As stated in the introduction, Ezekiel prophesies that it 

will be Nebuchadnezzar who will remove the royal diadem from the house of Israel. 

Zedekiah will be the final king to sit on the throne of David. God is allowing this to 

happen saying, “I will overturn, overturn, overturn it: it shall be no more” (vs. 27). 

However, the rest of the verse goes on to say, “Until he come whose right it is; and I will 

give it him.” Praise the LORD, there does come a deliverer out of Zion, the offspring of 

David, who’s right it is (Rev. 5:5).  



 

And thou, son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning the 

Ammonites, and concerning their reproach; even say thou, The sword, the sword is 

drawn: for the slaughter it is furbished, to consume because of the glittering: Whiles 

they see vanity unto thee, whiles they divine a lie unto thee, to bring thee upon the 

necks of them that are slain, of the wicked, whose day is come, when their iniquity 

shall have an end. Shall I cause it to return into his sheath? I will judge thee in the 

place where thou wast created, in the land of thy nativity. And I will pour out mine 

indignation upon thee, I will blow against thee in the fire of my wrath, and deliver 

thee into the hand of brutish men, and skilful to destroy. Thou shalt be for fuel to the 

fire; thy blood shall be in the midst of the land; thou shalt be no more remembered: 

for I the LORD have spoken it. (Ezekiel 21:28-32) 

Judgment Against Ammon (28-32): Ammon and Jerusalem were the two paths sought 

for judgment by God with His sword, the Babylonian army. Ammon rejoiced to see the 

Babylonian army go to Jerusalem and seek its destruction. However, Ezekiel 

prophecies:  

And thou, son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning the 

Ammonites, and concerning their reproach; even say thou, The sword, the sword is 

drawn: for the slaughter it is furbished, to consume because of the glittering: (Ezekiel 

21:28) 

 Ammon would not escape judgment. Five years after the destruction of Jerusalem 

Ammon was destroyed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


