
EZEKIEL  

Chapter 13 

Repudiation of the False Prophets 

 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, prophesy against the 

prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say thou unto them that prophesy out of their 

own hearts, Hear ye the word of the LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe unto the 

foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing! O Israel, thy 

prophets are like the foxes in the deserts. Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither 

made up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the 

LORD. They have seen vanity and lying divination, saying, The LORD saith: and the 

LORD hath not sent them: and they have made others to hope that they would 

confirm the word. Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have ye not spoken a lying 

divination, whereas ye say, The LORD saith it; albeit I have not spoken? Therefore 

thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have spoken vanity, and seen lies, therefore, 

behold, I am against you, saith the Lord GOD. And mine hand shall be upon the 

prophets that see vanity, and that divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my 

people, neither shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither 

shall they enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD. 

(Ezekiel 13:1-9) 

The Charge Against the False Prophets (1-9): The false prophets are charged by God 

for prophesying lies out of their own heart. They would say, “thus saith the Lord” when 

God hath not spoken by them (vs. 6, 7). The false prophets are likened to foxes in the 

deserts. The fox in scripture is cunning (Luke 13:32). It spoils the vine and its fruit (Song 

2:15). It burrows among the ruins (Neh. 4:3; Lam. 5:18). Thus the false prophets were 

crafty, laid waste the vineyard of the Lord of hosts (Isaiah 5:7), made their profit out of 

the ruin of Israel and made that ruin worse. Therefore, the Lord is against them!  

Because, even because they have seduced my people, saying, Peace; and there was no 

peace; and one built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it with untempered morter: Say 

unto them which daub it with untempered morter, that it shall fall: there shall be an 

overflowing shower; and ye, O great hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall 

rend it. Lo, when the wall is fallen, shall it not be said unto you, Where is the 

daubing wherewith ye have daubed it? Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I will 



even rend it with a stormy wind in my fury; and there shall be an overflowing 

shower in mine anger, and great hailstones in my fury to consume it. So will I break 

down the wall that ye have daubed with untempered morter, and bring it down to 

the ground, so that the foundation thereof shall be discovered, and it shall fall, and 

ye shall be consumed in the midst thereof: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 

Thus will I accomplish my wrath upon the wall, and upon them that have daubed it 

with untempered morter, and will say unto you, The wall is no more, neither they 

that daubed it; To wit, the prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning Jerusalem, 

and which see visions of peace for her, and there is no peace, saith the Lord GOD. 

(Ezekiel 13:10-16) 

Visions of the False Prophets (10-16): These false prophets are within the walls of 

Jerusalem and are prophesying that Babylon will not penetrate the walls, that peace is 

on the horizon. God however is prophesying ‘No Peace” (vs. 10, cf. 16). The idea then 

behind this portion of scripture is that the false prophets are proclaiming peace and 

safety within the walls of Jerusalem, but God is going to treat the walls of Jerusalem as 

untempered mortar that it shall fall, down to its very foundation (10-11, 14).  

Some of the strongest rebuking against these false prophets is done by Jeremiah who 

opposed them on moral, personal and political grounds (Jer. 23:9-23 see also the 

opposition of Hananiah Jer. 28). It is an interesting note to study the false prophets that 

will arise in the “last days” of Israel history (Matt. 24:11,24; 2 Peter 2; I John 4:1). 

  

Likewise, thou son of man, set thy face against the daughters of thy people, which 

prophesy out of their own heart; and prophesy thou against them, And say, Thus 

saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the women that sew pillows to all armholes, and make 

kerchiefs upon the head of every stature to hunt souls! Will ye hunt the souls of my 

people, and will ye save the souls alive that come unto you? And will ye pollute me 

among my people for handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, to slay the souls that 

should not die, and to save the souls alive that should not live, by your lying to my 

people that hear your lies? Wherefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against 

your pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the souls to make them fly, and I will tear 

them from your arms, and will let the souls go, even the souls that ye hunt to make 

them fly. Your kerchiefs also will I tear, and deliver my people out of your hand, and 

they shall be no more in your hand to be hunted; and ye shall know that I am the 

LORD. Because with lies ye have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have 

not made sad; and strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should not return 

from his wicked way, by promising him life: Therefore ye shall see no more vanity, 



nor divine divinations: for I will deliver my people out of your hand: and ye shall 

know that I am the LORD. (Ezekiel 13:17-23) 

False Prophetess (17-23): The gift of prophecy was not given exclusively to men, for 

several prophetesses are named in Scripture: Miriam (Ex. 15:20), Deborah (Jud. 4:4-5), the 

wife of Isaiah (Isa. 8:3), Hulda (2 Kings 22:14), and the daughters of Philip the evangelist (Acts 

21:8-9). These prophetesses spoken of in Ezekiel 13 were sorceresses, counterparts of the 

false prophets, forerunner to the modern palmist, fortune-tellers, and mediums.  

EZEKIEL  

Chapter 14 

Three Righteous Men Unable to Deliver the People 

 

Then came certain of the elders of Israel unto me, and sat before me. And the word of 

the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, these men have set up their idols in 

their heart, and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face: should I be 

inquired of at all by them? Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith 

the Lord GOD; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, 

and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the 

prophet; I the LORD will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his 

idols; That I may take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all 

estranged from me through their idols. Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus 

saith the Lord GOD; Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away 

your faces from all your abominations. For every one of the house of Israel, or of the 

stranger that sojourneth in Israel, which separateth himself from me, and setteth up 

his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, 

and cometh to a prophet to inquire of him concerning me; I the LORD will answer 

him by myself: And I will set my face against that man, and will make him a sign and 

a proverb, and I will cut him off from the midst of my people; and ye shall know that 

I am the LORD. And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the 

LORD have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon him, and will 

destroy him from the midst of my people Israel. And they shall bear the punishment 

of their iniquity: the punishment of the prophet shall be even as the punishment of 

him that seeketh unto him; That the house of Israel may go no more astray from me, 

neither be polluted any more with all their transgressions; but that they may be my 



people, and I may be their God, saith the Lord GOD. (Ezekiel 14:1-11) 

The False Prophets and Those that Follow (1-11): The leaders come before Ezekiel 

probably in response to their perplexity over Ezekiel’s condemnation of the false 

prophets. In this first section the Lord lays emphasis that judgment is upon both the 

false prophet and those who harken to them (vs. 4 cf. vss. 7-10).  

  

The word of the LORD came again to me, saying, Son of man, when the land sinneth 

against me by trespassing grievously, then will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and 

will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and will cut 

off man and beast from it: Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, 

they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord GOD. 

If I cause noisome beasts to pass through the land, and they spoil it, so that it be 

desolate, that no man may pass through because of the beasts: Though these three 

men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither sons nor 

daughters; they only shall be delivered, but the land shall be desolate. Or if I bring a 

sword upon that land, and say, Sword, go through the land; so that I cut off man and 

beast from it: Though these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they 

shall deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they only shall be delivered themselves. 

Or if I send a pestilence into that land, and pour out my fury upon it in blood, to cut 

off from it man and beast: Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I live, saith 

the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver 

their own souls by their righteousness. For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much 

more when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the 

famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast? 

(Ezekiel 14:12-21) 

Four Judgments and Three Men (12-21):  

The Four Judgments: The prophet declares that when the land sinneth, God sends one 

of His four judgments against it (vs. 21): Famine vss. 12-14, Noisome Beasts vss. 15-16, 

Sword and war vss. 17-18 and Pestilence vss. 19-20. These Judgments were Foretold in 

Leviticus 26: Slain (sword) Lev. 26:17, Land shall not increase “famine” Lev. 26:20, Wild 

Beasts Lev. 26:22 and Plague (pestilence) Lev. 26:25.  

 

The Three Men: Ezekiel chooses three men well known among the people for their 

saintly qualities and yet was powerless to deliver the generation in which they lived: 

Noah, Job and Daniel. Noah was unable to save the evil race from the flood.  Job could 



not deliver his family and Daniel, though high in the king's favor had not been able to 

influence Nebuchadnezzar to spare the people of Judah and Jerusalem.  

Ezekiel is doing the same thing that Jeremiah had done. Jeremiah had stated that even if 

Moses & Samuel were present in the land they would not be able to save the people 

(Jeremiah 15:1-3). Though the righteous ancients, Noah, Daniel and Job were in the 

land, they could deliver only themselves.  

Ezekiel’s focus here was that Jerusalem was not going to be spared, and that even if 

Noah, Daniel, and Job could be there, they would be saved but not those around them. 

The thrust of this passage is that Jerusalem is not going to be spared.  

It is interesting to contrast the judgments here with the judgments of Sodom and 

Gomorrah in Genesis 18. Abraham asked God if there were 10 righteous there would he 

spare the city. Ten were not found, only one, Lot. Lot therefore had to be removed 

before the judgment could be laid against Sodom. Abraham asks the question, “shall not 

the judge of all the earth do right?” - The answer is yes, he will spare the righteous, but the 

righteous shall not prevent the judgment of God from coming.  

 

Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought forth, both sons and 

daughters: behold, they shall come forth unto you, and ye shall see their way and 

their doings: and ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have brought upon 

Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have brought upon it. And they shall comfort 

you, when ye see their ways and their doings: and ye shall know that I have not done 

without cause all that I have done in it, saith the Lord GOD. (Ezekiel 14:22-23) 

The Promised Remnant (22-23): This section has been stated and repeated throughout 

Ezekiel, God will not utterly destroy the people of God.  

  

  



EZEKIEL 

Chapter 15 

Israel the Useless Vine 

   

There are at least four metaphors for Israel: The Olive Tree; The Fig Tree; The Vine; and, 

The Bramble Bush. All these metaphors are used extensively throughout scripture but 

they are used all together in Judges 9, in the parable of Jotham (Judges 9:7-15):  The 

Olive Tree as a metaphor of the covenant relationship between God and Israel (Rom 11 

& Jer 11). The Fig Tree is a common metaphor which speaks of Israel in a national sense 

(Mt 24:32). The Vine is a metaphor that speaks of the Spiritual relationship between 

God and Israel  (Isa 5 & Hos 10). The Bramble Bush is a metaphor of Israel in terms of 

their failure (Judges 9:14,15). 

 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, What is the vine tree 

more than any tree, or than a branch which is among the trees of the forest? Shall 

wood be taken thereof to do any work? or will men take a pin of it to hang any vessel 

thereon? Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel; the fire devoureth both the ends of it, 

and the midst of it is burned. Is it meet for any work? Behold, when it was whole, it 

was meet for no work: how much less shall it be meet yet for any work, when the fire 

hath devoured it, and it is burned? (Ezekiel 15:1-5) 

The Vine and its Purpose (1-5): The vine is one of the symbols of the nation Israel. “For 

the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel …” (Isa 5:7; cf. Gen 49:22; Deut. 

32:32; Hos 10:1; Isa 5:1-7; Jer. 2:21; Ezek. 17:6; Ps. 80:8-16). What is the purpose of a vine? 

The purpose of a vine is not furniture, et al: it either produces fruit, or is burnt up in 

fire. 

 

Therefore, thus saith the Lord GOD; As the vine tree among the trees of the forest, 

which I have given to the fire for fuel, so will I give the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

And I will set my face against them; they shall go out from one fire, and another fire 

shall devour them; and ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I set my face against 

them. And I will make the land desolate, because they have committed a trespass, 

saith the Lord GOD. (Ezekiel 15:6-8) 



As the Vine so the Inhabitants of Jerusalem (6-8): The conclusion is, just as the vine is 

fit for the fire so the inhabitants of Jerusalem are fit for the consuming fire of God’s 

flames.  

 


