
The Book of Isaiah 

Chapter Eight  

 

Prophecy Concerning Syria and Samaria (1-4): To complement the distant sign of 

Immanuel, God with us (7:14), Isaiah was commanded to offer a sign to Ahaz and his 

people that would be accomplished in the not-so-distant future. The prophecy is 

concerning Mahershalalhashbaz1 the son of Isaiah. Mahershalalhashbaz means 

“Hastening to the spoil”. The prophecy that is written on a great roll is in verse 4:  

“For before the child shall have knowledge to cry, My father, and my mother, the 

riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken away before the king of 

Assyria.” 

God tells Isaiah to name his son Mahershalalhashbaz and thereby making a prophetic 

inference to the announcement that before Mahershalalhashbaz could say the words 

“father” and “Mother” the two allied powers of Syria and Samaria would become prey 

to the king of Assyria (II Kings 16:9, 17:1-6). Sherjashub is Isaiah’s other son whose 

name means “A remnant shall return” showing the hope of Israel restored.  

 

Despising the Waters of Shiloah (5-6): The water that came from the Gihon springs 

flowed gently through channels or aqueduct known as Shiloah to the pool of Shiloah. It 

was the nourishing life of the city. Thus, this little stream becomes a symbol of the 

house of David, on which Jerusalem’s spiritual well-being depended. By now this house 

was despised by Pekah and Rezin who sought to replace the theocratic government of 

David’s house and place a foreigner on Judah’s throne. (7:6). The two kings despised 

the small kingdom of Judah represented by the soft running waters of Shioloah. They 

harkened for worldly greatness and dominance. It will be with ironic justice that the 

strong might and dominance they sought will be they very thing that destroys them. 

For it will not be their might but the might and strength of Assyria that will destroy 

both kings.    

 

The Rushing Waters of Assyria (7-8): By way of contrast to the waters of Shiloah are 

the rushing waters of a mighty River possibly the Euphrates. It is this mighty rushing 

 
1 His name is the longest name in the bible.  



waters that pictures the Assyrian armies. The destructive invasions of the Assyrians are 

depicted as the flooding of this great River. The strong and mighty waters would first 

cascade as a torrent over Judah’s two enemies, Samaria and Syria but would not stop 

there. The ever swelling and irresistible waters would rage on until they also covered 

Judah to the neck. The flood waters of the ensuing army would reach Judah but would 

not breach the walls of Jerusalem, thus only to the neck. All this would happen to 

Immanuel’s land, the country of the just promised Messiah.   

 

The Breaking of the Satanic Confederacy (9-18): This confederacy is a two-fold 

prophecy. Fist it speaks of the alliance between Rezin and Pekah (7:1-2). Thus, the two 

sons of Isaiah are for signs and wonders in Israel: 

1. Sherjashub means “A remnant shall return”. 

2. Mahershalalhashbaz means “hasten to the spoil” 

However, this is also a prophetic announcement concerning the coming confederacy 

against Israel under the antichrist and the surrounding Arab nations (See Psalm 83, 

Dan. 9:27 10 toes issue). Therefore, the issue of verses 16-18 which is also a reference to 

the time in which Immanuel is in the land, binding up the testimony among His 

disciples (Matt. 10:1-6).  

The people of Israel were never to make alliances with the surrounding nations. God 

through the prophets continually warned the kings not to make such alliances but to 

trust in Him. (See Isaiah 36:6; Ex. 23:32; 34:12-16; Nu 33:52-53; De 7:2-4,16,25; 12:2-3; 

20:16-18).  

 

Seeking God in Desperate Times (19-22): In the days of Isaiah there were many who 

sought familiar spirits and wizards. Familiar Spirits are devils who use a medium or 

mediator to communicate to the living by impersonating someone that is familiar to the 

one inquiring (Lev. 19:31 cf. 20:27; Deut. 18:10-12; I Sam. 28:7-15; I Chron. 10:13-14).  A 

wizard are those who have knowledge of the Occult.  

When some seeks after such forbidden practices the answer should be “should not the 

people seek unto their God? For the living to the dead?”.  

The days of total desperation for the northern tribes is coming. It is times so hard that 

they will curse their king and their God. It is only then will they “look upward” to 



heaven, but no answer. Finding no help, they “shall look unto the earth; and behold 

trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish; and they shall be driven to darkness” (vs. 22) 

The darkness is the issue of no light from God’s word in which they were to seek. Much 

like the “dark ages’ in which the light from the word of God was shut up in the Catholic 

Church.  

What follow is the next chapter is when is a glimmer of hope, but did they receive the 

coming Light?  

 


