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REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS TAKING NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY FOR 

CREDIT: 
 

1. Complete notes as given. 

 2. Come to class on time and ready to learn.  

3. If you are late or absent you are responsible to get notes from someone in class. 

4. Complete all assignments as given. 

5. T-H-I-N-K as you read this material. It will be a blessing to you, and it will also      

    change your life. 

 

6. Finish all Control Notes. 

7. Take the Final Exam 

8. Read through New Testament twice September to May  

9. Memorize in order the twenty seven books of the Bible 

 

Your overall score for the class will consist of the following components: 

 

Attendance 

Study questions 

Memorizing the 27 books of the New Testament 

Reading twice through New Testament  

Final Exam  

NO RECORDS ARE KEPT FOR STUDENTS AUDITING THE CLASS!!!! 
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What is the purpose of doing a survey of the New Testament? Why are only the very basics 

covered? How should a survey be approached?  

 

The purpose of a survey is to give the Bible student general understanding of the content, 

themes and key emphasis in each book as a foundation for further verse by verse study.  

 

This study will not be a verse by verse study; however it will contain the main ideas and features 

of each book of the New Testament. 

 

Merriam Webster defines the word Testament as: 

 

(1)  A person's will, especially the part relating to personal property. 

(2) Something that serves as a sign or evidence of a specified fact, event, or quality. 

 

“The New Testament of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” is called that because it deals with 

the death of Jesus Christ, who is the “testator” of the “New Covenant” (Hebrews 9:16-17). 

Although “covenant” and “testament” are used in the King James Bible, the word “testament” is 

actually the better word to entitle the two major sections of the Bible, especially the New 

Testament. A “testament” deals with the death of the person who makes the covenant. Thus the 

statement: “his last will and testament.” 

 

While the Old Testament gives a history of the Father against the world, the New Testament 

gives a history of the Son against the Devil in the Gospels and a History of the Holy Spirit 

against the flesh in the Pauline Epistles. 

 

The greatest relationship between the Old Testament and the New Testament is the undisputable 

fulfillment of prophecy that cannot be demonstrated by any of the “scriptures” of any other 

religion. As an example, look at the four prophecies of the Messianic figure “the Branch” in 

regards to the four Gospel accounts. 

 

“The Branch” shows up in Jeremiah 23:5, Zechariah 3:8, Zechariah 6:12-13, and Isaiah 4:2. 

Jeremiah 23:5 identifies the “Branch” as Israel’s King through David. The theme of Matthew is 

Jesus as the “King of the Jews” and traces Christ’s lineage back to David and Abraham the 

Father of the Jews. Zechariah 3:8 calls “The Branch” God’s servant which exactly matches 

Mark’s theme of Jesus as the Servant of God. Zechariah 6:12 says, “Behold the man whose name 

is The Branch.” Luke presents Christ as “the Son of Man.” And to top off this “accidental” 

coinky – dinky, Isaiah confirms John’s Gospel (Jesus as the Son of God”) by calling Christ “the 

branch of the LORD.”  

 

Now that is the kind of phenomenon found in the New Testament. The four Gospels contain no 

less than 48 fulfilled prophecies about one man, and every single prophecy was recorded more 

than 400 years before He was born. Not even the dates set by the higher critics of the Scripture 

can change the fact that the Old Testament was completed years before the events of the New 

Testament took place. 
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The mathematical laws of probability prove this phenomenon to be true. Peter Stoner, a professor 

in mathematics and astronomy at Pasadena City College and Westmont College, demonstrated 

(through statistical probability) that the odds of any man besides Jesus of Nazareth fulfilling 

these Old Testament prophecies are not only astronomical, they are impossible. 

 

In his book Science Speaks, Dr. Stoner determined that the chance of any one fulfilling the 48 

prophecies that Christ fulfilled in the Gospels was one out of ten with 157 zero’s after it (read the 

book online at sciencespeaks.dstoner.net to see the mathematical methods for determining these 

numbers). The total electrons in the universe is estimated at 10 with 52 zeros after it. In other 

words, the chance of Jesus Christ fulfilling all 48 prophecies lies outside of science and nature. 

 

But wait! That isn’t all. That is only 48 prophecies. There are 500 more that have not been 

fulfilled yet, that will be fulfilled in the near future. This means that any intellectual who doesn’t 

believe the text of the Bible is supernatural and demented. Any scholar, of any persuasion, in any 

branch of study, who believes that the Bible is like any other “religious book,” is “crippled to 

high for crutches.” 

 

Finally, you need to be aware of three stumbling blocks that God placed in the New Testament. 

These three land mines are Matthew, Acts, and Hebrews. Fundamentalists get stranded in 

Hebrews, Charismatics go fanatical over Acts, and Roman Catholics center around Matthew. 

 

These three books are “Transitional Books.” In Matthew we are going from the Old Testament to 

the New. In Acts we are going from Israel and the offering of the Kingdom to the Church Age. 

And in Hebrews we are going from the Church Age to the Tribulation Period. 

 

These are places where most Professors and Bible Commentators stumble. 

 

The solution to the problem is simple. Whenever you find a statement in Matthew, Acts, or 

Hebrews that doesn’t doctrinally match the statements made in the Pauline Epistles, it is a 

doctrinal statement that is NOT aimed at a Christian in the Church Age. 

 

2 Timothy 3:16 states, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”  You can find spiritual 

truths for a Christian in Matthew. You can find devotional nuggets for a Christian in Acts. You 

can find great spiritual uplifting statements in Hebrews. Occasionally you will find some Pauline 

doctrine in those books. But if the statement contradicts what Paul wrote from Romans to 

Philemon, then you are sitting in the wrong pew. Watch your step, “The Holy Scriptures” are not 

to be trifled with! 

 

Some statistics of the New Testament: There are 27 books to the New Testament which contain 

1189 Chapters, 7,959 verses, and 181,253 words. The center book of the NT is Second 

Thessalonians. The center chapters are Romans 13-14 and the center verse is Acts 17:17. There 

are three transitional books in the New Testament to include Matthew, Acts, and Hebrews. 
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The last purpose to survey the New Testament is to look at the books as a whole and realize they 

are all for us but not all are to us. Some are to the Jew, some are to the Gentile, and some are to 

the church of God.  

 

The New Testament can be divided as follows:  

 

The 

Gospels 

History General 

Epistles 

Pastoral 

Epistles 

Prison 

Epistles 

Jewish 

Epistles 

Prophecy 

 

 

Matthew 

Mark 

Luke 

John 

 

 

 

Acts 

Romans 

1 Corinthians 

2 Corinthians 

1 

Thessalonians 

2 

Thessalonians 

Galatians 

 

 

1 Timothy 

2 Timothy 

Titus 

 

Ephesians 

Philippians 

Colossians 

Philemon 

Hebrews 

James 

1 john 

2 John 

3 John 

1 Peter 

2 Peter 

Jude 

 

 

 

Revelation 

 
1. The Gospels give us four different, yet not conflicting, accounts of the birth, life, ministry, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. They demonstrate how Jesus was the promised Messiah 

of the Old Testament and they lay the foundation for the teaching of the rest of the New 

Testament. 

 

2. The book of Acts records the deeds of Jesus' apostles, the men Jesus sent out into the world to 

proclaim the Gospel of salvation. It also tells us of the beginning of the church and its rapid 

growth in the first century A.D. 

 

3. The Pauline Epistles, written by the Apostle Paul, are letters usually written to specific churches 

- giving official Christian doctrine and the practice that should follow that doctrine. 

 

4. The General Epistles compliment the Pauline Epistles with additional teaching and application, 

especially directed at the Jews. 

 

5. The book of Revelation prophesies the events that will occur in the end times. 

 

A survey of the New Testament is a powerful and rewarding study. The New Testament tells us of Jesus' 

death on the cross on our behalf - and what our response should be to His death. The New Testament 

focuses on giving solid Christian teaching along with the practical results that should follow that teaching. 
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NAME: _______________________________________  DATE: ________________________ 

1. What is the purpose of a survey of the New Testament? _______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Merriam Webster defines the word Testament as what two things? ______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Roughly, how many prophecies are fulfilled in the four Gospels? 

 a. 12  b. 24 c. 34 d. 36 e. 42 f. 48 

4. Name the three so called land mines in the New Testament? 

 a. Matthew, Acts, Romans b. Matthew, Acts, Revelation     c. Matthew, Acts, Hebrews 

5. The three named books of question 4 are __________________ Books? 

 a. Historical b. Church epistles c. The Gospel    d. Transitional e. Doctrinal 

6. Which of these three books transitions from Israel and the offering of the kingdom to the 

church age? 

 a. Matthew  b. Acts  c. Hebrews 

7. Which of these three books transitions from the church age to the Tribulation period? 

 a. Matthew b. Acts  c. Hebrews 

8. How many books in the New testament? ____________________ 
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I. What World Powers Controlled Palestine During the Inter-testamental Period? 

 
A. The Persian Period – 536-333 B.C. 

 

The united Medo-Persian Empire conquered the fierce Assyrians and became the 

primary world power. Under Cyrus king of Persia many of the Israelites were 

encouraged to go back to Palestine and rebuild their temple. (Note: This is the 

temple that was in use in Jesus’ day). Cyrus philosophy was to conquer a people 

and then give them back their religious freedom to encourage long term loyalty to 

him and his kingdom. 

 

A significant thing that happened in this period is that the synagogue system   was 

established under Ezra to promote the reading and study of the Old Testament 

among the Jews both in Palestine and in exile. When we get to the New 

Testament period the existence of these synagogues would be vital for the spread 

of the Gospel. In many cities they became a spring board for Paul’s church 

planting ministry. 

 

Another significant thing that happened in this period that has a huge bearing on 

understanding the New Testament was the serious antagonism and rivalry that 

developed between the Jews and Samaritans. The Samaritans were some of the 

main opposition to the rebuilding of the walls under Nehemiah. This national 

grudge continued to increase up to the time of Jesus to the point that each 

despised the other. 

 

B. The Greek Period – 333-323 B.C. 

 

Under the leadership of Alexander the Great, perhaps the greatest military leader 

of all time, the world was brought under the control of the Greek Empire in just a 

few short years. Alexander subjected most of the world from Greece to India. 

Legend has it that when he entered Palestine he was shown the predictions of 

Daniel about the kingdoms of the world and was so impressed that he became 

very benevolent to the Jews. 

 

Perhaps the most significant thing that happened under the Greek period is that of 

the unification of the world under the Greek language and in a lesser extent the 

Greek culture. This would eventually prove extremely beneficial for the spread of 

the Gospel, particularly as we know of it under the ministry of Paul. 

 

Most of the New Testament would be written in the Greek language which was 

the Universal language in the time of Christ. 

 

C. The Egyptian Period – 323-204 B.C. 

 

Under the leadership of Ptolemais, Egypt took control of Palestine. They would 

remain in control for well over 100 years. They were very kind to the Jews and it 
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was not uncommon for a steady stream of Jews to move freely from Palestine to 

Egypt. 

 

It was under his leadership that Alexandria became a major learning center and 

the location of the greatest library in the world. He promoted a strong emphasis 

on learning and education on a wide range of topics including religion.  

 

D. The Syrian Period – 204-165 B.C. 

 

As the Egyptian hold on things grew weaker and other powers grew stronger 

(including the Romans), the Seleucids or Syrians were seeking to exercise their 

own freedom from dominance and desired control of Palestine to serve as buffer 

zone to the rest of the world powers. 

 

The Syrians had a tremendous hatred for the Jewish people and under the 

leadership of Antiochus Epiphanes killed many of the priests, changed the name 

of Jerusalem to Antioch, dedicated the temple to Jupiter and outlawed Jewish 

observances including Passover. When Antiochus declared himself to be a god 

and set up an altar to Jupiter in the temple offering pig’s blood upon it, the Jews 

saw this as the abomination of desolation to which Daniel had referred (Daniel 

12:11). 

 

Unfortunately he went way too far in antagonizing the Jewish people and he 

aroused the wrath of a man by the name of Maddatheaus Maccabees. He and his 

four sons would become freedom fighters for the Jews. 

 

E. The Maccabean Period – 165-63 B.C. 

 

Maddatheaus Maccabeas began his quest for freedom by killing the priest of 

Jupiter who had been functioning in the temple. He then fled to the hills and 

organized about 10,000 volunteers to serve as an army of farmers. Even though 

they were outnumbered five to one and were armed with much inferior weapons, 

somehow they overcame the Syrians and drove them out with heroic acts of 

bravery. 

 

Judas Maccabeas went to Jerusalem, cleansed the temple and the city and brought 

a restoration of worship. It took several years before complete control of the land 

was accomplished under the leadership of the Maccabean family. 

 

Unfortunately after the death of the original Maccabean leaders, their successors 

(nephews and grandchildren) were corrupt politically and the nation declined 

spiritually over time. 
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F. The Roman Period – 63 B.C. – 476 A.D. 

 

Eventually the Romans grew in strength to the point that they were accomplishing 

their vision for world domination. One of the needs of the empire was clear and 

safe avenues of transport for goods and supply lines. They hired Pompeii to clear 

the Mediterranean of pirates. In the course of his efforts he landed in Palestine, 

saw the internal warring among the Maccabees and seized the opportunity to take 

them captive to Rome. 

 

From that point the Romans began their domination of Palestine. This is where we 

find the situation when Jesus was born. The Jews hated the Romans and the 

Romans had little respect for the Jews. They saw them as a difficult people who 

were nearly impossible to rule over because of their narrow, monotheistic views. 

 

The greatest things that the Romans did for the Gospel was to create a universal 

society of laws, to establish a kingdom of peace (Pax Romana) and to establish a 

system of roads that made world-wide travel much easier and safer than it had 

ever been before. Many of the roads that were built by the Romans endure to this 

day. These roads would be the means by which the Gospel would be carried into 

the entire world. 

 

II. What Was the Political Setting at the Time of Christ’s Birth? 

 

As has been stated above, the world was under the dominance of the Roman Empire. 

Palestine was under Roman rule and Roman appointed leaders. The Romans placed kings 

or tetrarchs over the Jews. Antipater was given the initial position of tetrarch of Palestine 

about 47 B.C. and served in that position for about 10 years. He was succeeded by the 

following. 

 

A. Herod the Great (37-4 B.C.) 

 

This is the Herod that was the tetrarch or king of Judea when Jesus was born. He 

was a very paranoid leader who was afraid of being deposed by freedom fighters 

(decedents of the Maccabees) or other rivals. Initially he married a Maccabean 

woman to ensure a safe relationship with the Maccabeans, but he never trusted his 

wife. Thinking that she might sell him out he eventually allowed her to be killed. 

His method of killing off potential rivals continued when he was informed of the 

birth of a potential rival by an unusual visit from three Persian kings (See: Mt. 

2:1-19; Luke 1:5). 

 

B. Herod’s Three Sons (4 B.C. – 36 A.D.) 

 

After the death of Herod there was much turmoil over the issue of succession and 

the realm was divided among his sons: Archelaus, Philip, and Antipas. 
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1. Archelaus (4-6 A.D.) 

 

Archelaus was given rule over the southern areas including Judea. This 

included the city of Bethlehem. He was a short-lived ruler who was known 

for his brutality toward both the Jews and the Samaritans. It was because 

he was over the region which included Bethlehem that Joseph, Jesus’ 

earthly father, determined to move to Nazareth after returning from Egypt 

rather than back to Bethlehem (Mt. 2:22-23). Archelaus fell into ill favor 

with the Romans and his own brothers and was deposed after a very short 

reign. 

 

2. Philip (4-34 A.D.) 

 

Philip was given rule over the northern areas (Luke 3:1). He was a 

relatively peaceful leader. He was well liked by his subjects. He 

eventually married Salome, the daughter of Herodias who was responsible 

for the death of John the Baptist. 

 

3. Antipas (4-39 A.D.) 

 

Antipas (also called Herod) was given rule over the east side of the Jordan 

(Luke 3:1). Of all of Herod’s sons, he played the most prominent role in 

biblical history because his region included Galilee and Perea, the area 

where both John the Baptist and Jesus did most of their ministry. He is the 

one who was most responsible for the death of John the Baptist (Mt. 14:1-

12). When people reported of Jesus’ ministry to him as possibly John risen 

from the dead (Mt. 4:1-2; Mark 6:14-16; Luke 9:7-9), he was interested in 

meeting Jesus. He was reported at a later point to be interested in killing 

Jesus (Luke 13:31). He was the Herod who tried Jesus and wanted to see a 

miracle from Him. When Jesus did not perform for him, he abused Him 

and sent Him back to Pilate for sentencing (Luke 23:6-12). 

 

C. Agrippa I (37-44 A.D.) 

 

Agrippa I was the grandson of Herod the Great. He was a very indulgent and vain 

man who, in an effort to find favor with the Jews, became a persecutor of 

Christianity. He was responsible for the death of James, the first one of The 

Twelve to be martyred (Acts 12:1-3). Agrippa’s unusual and agonizing death is 

recorded in the Book of Acts which seemed to be the judgment of God on his 

blasphemous attempt to be worshipped as God (Acts 12:20-25). 

 

D. Agrippa II (48-70 A.D.) 

 

Agrippa II was the son of Agrippa I and eventually came to power sometime after 

the death of Agrippa I since he was only seventeen when his father died. He was 

known to have lived in an incestuous relationship with his sister Bernice. He 
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seemed to have had a good understanding of Jewish affairs and was consulted by 

Rome on religious matters. He was one of the rulers who heard Paul’s case after 

his arrest by the Jews (Acts 25:13-26:32). Had not Paul already appealed to 

Rome, he may have released him. He was the last of the Herodian dynasty. 

 

III. Who Were the Other Political Leaders That Are Relevant to New Testament Study? 

 

In addition to kings or tetrarchs being placed over Palestine, there were governors or 

procurators who served regionally. For the purpose of our study we will only look at 

procurators in relation to Judea who are specifically mentioned in the New Testament. 

 

A. Pontius Pilate (26-36 A.D.) 

 

Pilate was the procurator during the most significant time of biblical history, 

being the one who tried Jesus and ultimately consented to His crucifixion (See: 

Luke 13:1-2; 23:1-5, 13-25) 

 

B. Antonius Felix (52-59 A.D.) 

 

Felix was the procurator of Judea when Paul was being prosecuted by the Jews 

(Acts 23:23-26). He was a corrupt leader who was more interested in bribes than 

in justice and left Paul in prison for two years throughout the rest of his tenure. 

 

C. Porcius Festus (59-61 A.D.) 

 

Festus succeeded Felix and was left with Paul’s case hanging in the balance. 

Festus was more interested in making inroads to the Jews rather than justice. 

Paul’s only hope for a fair trial was to appeal to Rome and have his trial moved to 

a place where the Jew had no political influence (Acts 25:1-12). 

 

IV. What Are Some of the Religious and Cultural Backgrounds That Serve To Help Us   

       Understand the New Testament? 

 

The best way to get a picture of the background information is to define certain groups 

and parties that existed in Christ’s day. 

 

A. Synagogues  

 

During the 400 silent years the Jews developed synagogues which most likely can 

be traced back to Ezra. These were local assemblies in nearly every city where the 

Scriptures were read, taught and discussed by the people. 

 

There was still only one temple, but each city had a synagogue which had its 

elders. There were no priests who functioned in relation to the synagogue. These 

synagogues set a beautiful stage for the later development of the local church. 

There were some cities in the Roman Empire that were off-limits to an official 
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synagogue. These were Roman colonies that were established to be a model of 

Roman government and law and they did not allow any foreign temples in these 

areas. Philippi was such a city (Acts 16:12). 

 

B. The Sanhedrin 

 

This was the official Jewish council or board that was established perhaps as early 

as Jehoshaphat to administrate the affairs of the nation (II Chr. 19:8). It consisted 

of 70 members plus the High Priest, 24 chief priests, 24 elders and 22 scribes or 

lawyers. These members of the Sanhedrin were given plenty of room by Rome to 

dictate local affairs as long as they paid due homage to Rome. They found it 

easier to govern a conquered people if they could work through a body composed 

of those same people. Jesus stood before this council and so did some of the 

Apostles (Mt. 26:57-58; John 18:31; 19:7; Acts 4:1-7; 6:12-7:1). The Sanhedrin 

had limited authority under Rome. They could sentence someone to death, but 

they could not carry it out without Roman approval and execution. 

 

C. Priests   

 

The Jewish priesthood was ordained by God in the time of Moses and their 

function was primarily religious. But after the captivity from the time of Ezra and 

Nehemiah, the priests also served as civil leaders and princes. The High Priest 

was the head of all of the priests and, in the absence of a king, was the highest 

non-Roman, Jewish authority in the land and the official head of the Sanhedrin. 

 

D. Scribes  

 

In the New Testament the scribes were the students, interpreters and teachers of 

the Scripture or the Law. They were held in high esteem by the people and may 

have found their origin as a group in the time of Ezra. They were experts in 

expounding the scripture and were serious opponents of Christ, perhaps because 

He arose to notoriety outside of their rabbinical schools. The scribes were always 

trying to test Jesus’ Scripture knowledge or to catch Him in His words (Matthew. 

22:35-36; Luke 10:25-26; 14:1-6; Mark 12:28, 35). 

 

E. Pharisees  

 

The Pharisees were a religious sect that arose during the time of the Maccabees 

and were called “separatists” by their enemies because they separated themselves 

from the ambitious political parties in their nation. They were the 

ultraconservatives of the day and were sticklers for the letter of the law. 

 

The Pharisees had a hatred for Jesus because He exposed them for what they 

were—white on the outside, but full of death on the inside (Mt. 12:1-2; 23:1-2; 

Luke 6:6-7; 12:1). 
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F. Sadducees  

 

The Sadducees were an aristocratic and political party among the Jews and were 

seen as the rivals of the Pharisees. They were the liberals and modernists of the 

day who denied the supernatural (e.g. angels, miracles, the resurrection of the 

dead, Acts 23:7-8). It is interesting that the Sadducees and the Pharisees who 

normally disliked each other would team up with to get rid of Jesus (Mt. 16:1-12; 

22:23-33). 

 

Read Acts 23:6-9 

 

G. Herodians  

 

The Herodians were an exclusively political party who took their name from 

Herod and derived their authority from the Roman government. They were pro-

Roman in their emphasis and were not interested in any change in the political 

situation of the day. They tended to view Christ as a revolutionary which explains 

how they interacted with each other (Mark 3:6; 12:13-17). 

 

H. Zealots  

 

The Zealots were the Jewish nationalistic party and would be on the opposite 

political spectrum to the Herodians. They wanted to be rid of Roman rule over the 

Jews and were not oppose to using violent means to overthrow the Roman yoke 

(See: Luke 6:15; Acts 23:12-13 ). 

 

I. Galileans  

 

This is a party that arose in northern Palestine and consisted of the followers of 

Judas of Galilee. He was also violently opposed to Roman rule. The Galileans 

were quite radical in the expression of their views and were known for inciting 

riots and other violent clashes with Roman authorities. This party came into a 

violent collision with Pilate (Luke 13:1-3). In order to turn Pilate against Jesus, 

His enemies tried to link Jesus and His disciples with this party (Mt. 26:69; Mark 

14:70; Luke 23:6). 
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NAME: _______________________________________  DATE: ________________________ 

1. A significant thing that happened during the Persian period was that ____________________ 

system was established. 

a. Church b. philosophy c. rebuilding of the temple d. synagogue 

2. During the Greek period the most significant thing was the ________________ of the world 

under the Greek language. 

a. Disunity b. Solidarity c. Unification d. gospel  

3. During the Egyptian period a strong emphasis was placed on ______________ and _________ 

a. Learning and education b. Building and Construction  c. Gold and silver 

4. The greatest things the Romans did for the Gospel was to create three pertinent things what are 

they? 

 1. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 2. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 3. ______________________________________________________________________ 


