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In this lesson we will study the Baptism of Jesus Christ and a few other baptisms that are set 

forth in the Bible. But before we can really delve into Christ’s Baptism, we must first define 

what it is. Simply, Baptism illustrates a believer’s identification with Christ’s death, burial, and 

resurrection. Baptism does not save you but it is the first step of obedience once a person is 

saved. Just like the marriage of a couple, each will take a ring and pledge their love to each other. 

The ring does not make them married, but it is an outward sign of their marriage. So, to is 

Baptism, it is an outward sign, that we have accepted Christ as our Saviour and we are publicly 

professing this through baptism. 

 

In keeping with our study in the life of Christ we will first look at one of seven different 

baptisms within our Bible.   

 

I. John’s Baptism (Matthew 3:1-6) 

 

A. What was John’s baptism? 

 

 It was a baptism of repentance in which people confessed their sins – as written in 

Matthew 3:6 – the people confessed their sins.  

 It was also a baptism of repentance Matthew 3:2 – note, “Repent ye, repent ye…” 

 Why was John telling them to repent?  

o Because the kingdom of Heaven was at hand! 

o It was not there yet, but, it could happen at any moment if certain 

conditions were met. 

 God in His fore-knowledge knew that this was not going to happen at this time. 

But make no mistake, if people in their free will would have fulfilled the 

conditions the Kingdom of Heaven would have been ushered in. It was at hand! 

But before the kingdom of Heaven came there was the need for judgement of Sin  

o Matthew 3:7 – “But when he saw a man of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

come to his baptism…” 
o  Who are the Pharisees and Sadducees? They are the religious people, who 

believed things contrary to Scripture. 

o The easy thing to remember is that the Sadducees did not believe in the 

Resurrection. Therefore, they were Sadd-u-cees.  

o So when they come to John’s Baptism, John Says, in Matthew 3:7, “O 

generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come?” 
o John knows the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand and that wrath is just 

around the corner. 

 Matthew 3:11-12  

o “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance.” John has come to get 

them to repent. 

o “But he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not 

worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost,” 
 Christ is going to usher in a day of ‘grace’ – a time when “he shall 

baptize you with the Holy Ghost,” and with fire. We know that 
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Christ will appear in glory and wrath, but John did not know this at 

the time. 

o “Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and 

gather his wheat into the garner;”  
 What does this mean? Simply this, before God does the purging 

and the rest of it, there will be a rapture. 

 Some people are going to be caught away from all these things, He 

is going to put them in the garner. 

o “But he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  
 Christ’s enemies are going to be consumed at the Second Coming 

and cast into the unquenchable fire (Hell). 

 In these verses in Matthew 3:11-12, we have been given a little picture. Beginning 

with the Letter “I” up to the word “repentance” you have John here trying to get 

people to repent. Then from the word “but” through the word “Holy Ghost” you 

have Christ bringing in the “Day of Grace.” Then from “And with fire” you have 

got glory and wrath. 

 Next you have “whose fan”  to “the garner,” some people are taken out and be 

saved from the wrath. Lastly, you have, “But he will burn” up to “fire” that 

indicated the Tribulation Period, when there will be mass destruction here on 

earth. 

 John understands the future but does not know all the details. 

 John 1:33 – John was sent by God! 

 John 1:6 – Once again proves Joh was sent by God. 

 

B. John’s Burdens 

 

 John the Baptist had a job to do, a task given by God. 

 One of the reasons John was baptizing was to get the Jews to repent and confess 

their sins, and to publicly declare they were turning over a knew leaf by being 

baptized. 

 John had three key burdens: 

 

1. He had this tremendous consciousness of the sin of the people. He never 

minced words; he was not afraid to call them vipers! 

2. He had this overwhelming sense of approaching crisis. He knew that the 

judgment day was coming and something big was going to happen. He 

also knew there would be a coming Deliverer, the Messiah that would 

appear. 

3. Lastly, he had another reason to baptize (John 1:29-31). 

 

C. Why was John Baptizing with water? 

 

 That Christ should be manifest to Israel (John 1:31). 

 Matthew 15:24 – Jesus was sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. John is 

baptizing with water because he is going to make manifest to Israel their Messiah, 

Jesus Christ. 
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 From this point forward, Jesus is about to begin the public ministry for which He 

was sent. Up to this point everything has been preparatory.  

 

D. John’s introduction of Jesus Christ as the Messiah. 

 

 John 1:31-33 compare with Matthew 3:13. John is baptizing people who were 

sinners saying to them ‘Repent” (Matthew 3:2). Then in Matthew 3:6 it says they 

were confessing sins. 

 The BIG QUESTION is, Did Jesus have any sin? 

o John 8:29 – Jesus does always the things that please the Father. 

o 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 4:15; 1 John 3:5; John 19:4; Isaiah 53:9; 1 

Peter 1:18-19. 

 This is known as the impeccability of Jesus Christ. Jesus was unable to sin!  

 John 14:30 

 So, here is the sinless Lamb of God, Jesus of Nazareth, coming to be baptized, 

and not for confession of sins.  

 Why is Jesus coming? To be manifest to Israel. 

 Matthew 3:13-14 – Note John’s comment. 

o John is a man that is full of the Holy Ghost, even before he was born 

(Luke 1:13-15). 

o Matthew 3:11 – Jesus baptizes with the Holy Ghost and with fire. 

 The second reason for Jesus Baptism (Mathew 3:15). 

 Baptism is a ceremony, a declaration, and it is our identification with Jesus Christ 

in His death Burial and resurrection. 

 

II. Believer’s Baptism 

 

A. Baptism a Declaration 

 

 Christ manifested himself to Israel, the Jews, and we manifest our Salvation to the 

world by baptism. 

 Matthew 3:16 – Jesus was not sprinkled; he was baptized by immersion. Christ’s 

going down under the water is a picture of death, under the water is burial 

(Romans 6), and coming up out of the water is Resurrection. 

 

B. This is a Baptism that occurs at the moment of Salvation   

 

 Romans 6:1-5 – has nothing to do with baptism in water (1 Corinthians 12:13). 

By one Spirit are we all baptized into the body of Christ. 

 One day we are going to have a body like unto the Lord’s, when our resurrection 

occurs, when we meet the Lord in the air (Romans 6:6). 

 

C. Baptism is a burial service: The Old man is dead! 

 

 Colossians 2:12-15 
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 You see God raised the Lord Jesus Christ – it was a faith operation of God who 

has raised Him from the dead. And it is through that same faith of the operation 

of God that ye are risen with him. Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also ye 

are risen with Him through faith. Baptism does not save you but it is a picture of 

the operation that happens at the moment of salvation. 

 What did Paul state in Acts 16? 

o What must I do to be saved? Was the answer baptism? Absolutely NOT! 

o Acts 16:25-34 – Baptism is not necessary for Salvation; Salvation is by 

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, acceptance of what Christ did on the cross. 

 Words are necessary! Acts 16:32-33 compare with Romans 10:17. 

 

III. Jesus Baptism Pleased the Father (Matthew 3:16-17) 

 

A. The Picture of the Trinity (The Son, The Spirit of God, and the Father). 

 

1. The Son being baptized (verse 16). 

2. The Spirit of God (verse 16). 

3. The Father’s voice from Heaven. (verse 17). 

 

B. Jesus Pleases the Father on multiple occasions. 

 

 1. Matthew 3:17 – The Father is well pleased. 

 2. Matthew 17:1-5 – The Father is well pleased and says, “Hear ye Him.” 

 

 God the Father was well pleased about His Son’s baptism; But He was also 

pleased in His later Transfiguration. 

 Jesus was a unique Son, He was a beloved Son, and He was God’s only beloved 

Son. (Romans 1:3-4). Jesus was born of God, made of the seed of David 

according to the flesh, and conceived from the Holy Spirit. He was God’s only 

“begotten Son” (John 3:16). 

 Jesus was the only person who has been begotten of God the Father, and therefore 

all the modern versions, almost without exception, exclude the word “begotten,” 

the question is, Why? One reason might be this, it sets the Lord Jesus Christ apart. 

 We as believers are also ‘sons of God?’ (John 1:12-13). If you have received the 

Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour, then the Bible says in this passage, you are a 

Son of God! But there is a difference between us and Christ, we have a human 

mother and father. Jesus had a human mother, but He was begotten of God.  

 

C. Jesus the Servant of God. 

 

 There is one thing we all need to remember, and that is, when Christ went down 

into the water and was baptized, and this is very important! He was indicating, 

His willingness to become the servant of Jehovah God. 

 Isaiah Prophesied of this very thing in Isaiah 42:1-3. 

o Note: “he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles” (verse 1). That 

hasn’t happened yet, it’s still yet future. 
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o Christ was never a radical, sure he got angry and cast out the money 

changers, but never was He radical. 
 Many would like to believe that the Cross of Calvary, that wondrous Cross, on 

which the Prince of Glory died, was a failure. What they don’t get is that Jesus 

died on that Cross, but he also rose again the third day, as witnessed by many 

witnesses. 

 

D. The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Jesus Christ. 

 

 Luke 4:18-20 c.f. Isaiah 61:1-2 

o What we see in these verses is that Jesus Christ is a preaching servant, He 

was anointed. That anointing for service came upon Him when the Holy 

Spirit came down at His baptism.  

o We come to the stage in the life of our Lord Jesu Christ where He has 

declared himself to the world as the Son of God by His baptism. 

 

IV. Other Baptisms in the Bible. 
 

 The Baptism of Moses (Exodus 13:21-22 c.f. 1 Corinthians 10:1-3)  Deliverence of the 

nation of Israel. 

 The Baptism of John – Repentance 

 The Baptism of Jesus Christ – the anointing of His ministry   

 The Baptism of Fire – purifying or judgment. 

 The Baptism of the Cross – the suffering of death for our sins. 

 The Baptism of the Holy Spirit – Occurs at the moment of Salvation (1 Corinthians 

12:13). 

 Believers Baptism – your identification with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. 

 

The baptism of suffering – the cross. In Matthew 20:22 it talks about ‘the baptism.’ You can 

see the Bereans say that there is only one baptism. The Church of Christ may say that unless 

you are baptized you cannot be saved- that is one extreme, the other is the Bereans who say 

there is no such thing as believer’s baptism – this is confusion, and error.  

 

 Matthew 20:20-23 – You must remember at this stage the Lord Jesus Christ has not 

been crucified and this refers to an event which is still yet future. This has to do with 

His Suffering. Christ came down from Heaven, He suffered the wrath of God against 

Sin, He died upon the Old Rugged Cross, was buried, and Glory to God, He arose 

again and is now in Heaven. 

 So, when Christ died on the Calvary’s Cross, He called it ‘baptism’ – it is a baptism 

of death. James and John, the sons of Zebedee later suffered and were martyred thus 

fulfilling what Christ said in Verse 23. 

 Peter baptized with two baptisms. First of all, to the Jews and later on the Gentiles. 

 Now to the Jews in Acts 2:38, this is the key verse which some people of the Church 

of Christ apply to themselves. 
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 Acts 2:36, Note the word “Therefore” – Peter is to all them around him, they are 

Jews, Jews, Jews – let all the house of Israel – that is who he is talking to, NOT 

GENTILES. Note, it also doesn’t say, “be saved.” Many will attempt to put saved in 

the passage, but it doesn’t say that. 

 Acts 2:38, Note it what it also doesn’t say, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, Trust in 

the Lord Jesus Christ? No! the word is “Repent”- in other words, be sorry for what 

you have done! This verse is written to Jews still under the law. See also Acts 11:26. 

It is not written to Gentiles, it is written to Jews. It is not written to us for Salvation. 

 It is a totally different thing. It is written down “what shall we do?” in view of the fact 

that you are right, Peter, we have nailed Christ to the Cross, what shall we do? Peter 

says, “Repent.!” 

 Later on, Peter goes to the house of Cornelius. Three times it says, Peter is reluctant 

to go to the Gentiles, and three times God has to show him, and even Peter is not fully 

convinced and the Holy Spirit speaks to him and he finally goes. He was the reluctant 

Preacher. There is a difference between the Jews and the Gentiles though. For the 

Gentile believers, baptism was a testimony of a change that had already taken place in 

their lives; it had nothing to do with the repentance of Acts 2:38.  

 Water Baptism during the Church Age is an outward testimony of an inward change 

which has taken place in the believer. The famous scene in Acts 18:8 – that was 

Crispus, the person in charge of the synagogue and is baptized afterwards. 

 Some will say Paul was not sent to baptize. But Paul did baptize, he baptized the 

whole household of Stephanis, he baptized Lydia, he baptized the household of the 

Philippian jailer. He baptized Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, and many 

Corinthians. He also baptized twelve disciples of John the Baptist before the book of 

Acts ends. 

 So, Paul did baptize possible up to forty converts. 

 Now Paul was not sent to baptize, he was sent to preach the Gospel. Paul did baptize, 

as we see through the above list, so did Paul disobey God? Not at all! HE was 

obedient to the Lord that he preached the Gospel and kept the faith (2 Timothy 4:7).  

 Paul later gets agitated in 1 Corinthians 1:10-17, because some carnal Christians had 

such a rotten testimony and misunderstanding of baptism, that they were glorying as 

to which person had baptized who. Note, every one of them had been baptized.  

 Paul’s Ministry was preaching the Gospel and baptism was a personal response of 

every believer, the believer asked to be baptized; therefore, Paul baptized them. 

 Baptism in the Body of Christ – this is the one essential baptism. If you do not receive 

this baptism, you are not saved. It has nothing to do with water baptism (1 

Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:4-6; 3:6). 

 Note there is more than one body, one Spirit, more than one hope, more than one 

Lord, faith, and baptism (Romans 12:5; Ephesians 5:28; Philippians 1:20; Ephesians 

5:30). 

 There is more than one Spirit – The Holy Spirit and there are evil spirits. There is 

more than one hope, more than one Lord. Abraham’s wife call’s him ‘Lord’, so there 

is more than one Lord. 

 There is more than one faith, and more than one baptism. There is more than one 

baptism mentioned in Matthew 3:11. 
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 There is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit by Christ – Christ himself said that He was 

the baptizer, and He baptized His disciples with the Holy Spirit. Take particular 

notice of that word “with.” This event took place at Pentecost (Acts 2). 

 The Baptism, which is the baptism of fire, which has to do with the Tribulation 

Period, that is coming up very shortly, and indeed the baptism of fire can be 

associated with persecution and martyrdom in any age, and it also obviously has to do 

with hell and the Lake of Fire because it talks about this fire being unquenchable.  

 

 

 

 

 


