
The Book of Isaiah 

Chapter Seven 

 

Chapter seven is prophecy that has become history for us. It is beneficial therefore to 

understand the historical setting. The student of scripture would do well to read 2 

Kings 16 and II Chronicles 28 carefully. The main subjects behind Isaiah 7 are as 

follows: Ahaz, king of Judah and grandson to Uzziah; Rezin king of Syria and Pekah 

king of Israel. Ahaz is a very wicked king, whose horrific exploits are recapped in the 

first 3 verses in 2 Kings 16 and 2 Chronicles 28:1-3. Ahaz, passed his sons though the 

fire. He sacrificed in the high places and under every green tree. He even took of the 

furniture of the house of the LORD and dismantled it, offering to the gods of the 

Assyrians. It is because of the wickedness of Ahaz that God allows trouble to visit the 

house of Ahaz.   

The Confederacy of Two Kings (1-9): It is the time of the divided kingdom. Up to this 

point there has been continual hostility between the northern and southern kingdoms. 

Throughout the history of the kings and chronicles the kings made political alliances in 

hopes to strengthen their hand against invading armies. This was always shunned by 

God (Ex. 23:32; 2 Kings 18:21; Isaiah 36:6).  

Pekiah and Rezin having formed an alliance engage Judah in battle. In one day Pekah 

slew 120,000 men (2 Chron. 28:6) and carried away captive 200,000 of their own country 

men into captivity (2 Chron. 28:8). However, at the urging of the prophet of Obed 

Pekiah releases them (2 Chron. 28:9-15).     

(2) Ahaz king of Judah is nervous about the uniting of the king of Syria (Rezin) and the 

king of Israel (Pekah) against Judah (1-6). The intended goal was to set up a proxy king, 

king Tabeal (believed to be a Syrian). 

Ahaz in his fear tries to unit with the king of Assyria, Tiglathpileser in the hopes to win 

his alliance against Syria and Ephraim (2 Kings 16:7-20) which would eventually prove 

fatal for the northern tribes for the Assyrians under the king Shalmaneser will 

eventually come down and remove the inhabitants of the land of Israel and import their 

own Assyrian people (2 Kings 17 – 18:25).  

(3) Isaiah is told to take his son (Shearjashub) and go to the end of the conduit of the 

upper pool in the highway of the fuller’s field and give Ahaz assurance concerning the 

faithfulness of God to the house of David, more specifically to the Davidic Covenant.  



(4-6) The words of Isaiah to Ahaz are “Fear not, be not faint-hearted concerning Rezin 

and Pekah” (4).  

The intended goal of the confederacy is stated here just as the intended goal is stated in 

Psalm 83 concerning the coming 10 nation confederacy. The goal of the “vexing” of 

Judah is to place a proxy king who would be loyal to Israel and Syria.  

(7) However, the intended goal of both the kings did not come to pass, the LORD said, 

“it shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass.”.  

(8-9) The prophecy concerning the breaking of Ephraim that it be not a people in 65 

years came to past prophetically when Shalmaneser King of Assyria removed the 10 

Northern Tribes out of the land and imported his own people (2 Kings 17 – 18:12).  

 

A Sign from the LORD (10-16): The Lord gives Ahaz opportunity to ask for another 

sign concerning His faithfulness to the “house of David” (vs. 10 cf. 13). What is at stake 

here is the throne of David, the Davidic Covenant.  

The Davidic Covenant1 (2 Samuel 7:4-17) provides the means for Israel to be that “great 

nation” as He promised Abraham, under the Abrahamic covenant (Genesis 12:1-3; 13:4-

8; 5:18-20; 17:4-5). The seed of Abraham would be great not just in size but great because 

God would be reigning in them and through them (Duet. 4:6-8). This covenant is an 

everlasting covenant providing the Redeemer, in the lineage of David on the throne of 

David (See Isaiah 9:6-7; Psalms 89:3,4).  

Ahaz whoever is false humility refuses to ask for a sign. Ahaz was an idolator, his gods 

would not be able to answer. But the true God, the God of Abraham and Isaac is able to 

do the unthinkable. For nothing is impossible with God (Luke 1:37).  

The prophetic announcement is to the “house of David” (vs. 13). The sign is a virgin 

giving birth to Immanuel (14). The fulfillment of this verse happens some 7 centuries 

later2 (Matt. 1:23). 

 
1 See Appendix D The Covenants of the Nation of Israel.  
2 Now this is truly amazing and brings to past the truth of prophecy. In Isaiah 55:8-11 God tells how 
faithful and true His words are. His words will not return to Him void for His words go out from Him to 
mankind just as the rain and snow fall to mankind. And just as the rain and snow accomplish their 
intended purpose in watering the seed until it buds and bears fruit, so His words lay dormant until they 
are brought forth and bear fruit. The words of the LORD concerning this promise laid dormant (7 
centuries) until it was time to bring forth. It did not return to Him void! (see also Luke 4:17-21)  



(vss. 15, 16a) Here is a reference to the sinless nature of the child that is born, Immanuel 

(Hebrews 4:15), and humility in which Christ will show (see also Isaiah 42:1-3).  

(16b) The end of verse 16 tells that this prophetic announcement will happen only after 

the land has been forsaken of both her kings. This took place at the final destruction of 

Jerusalem when Zedekiah has his eye cut out by the king of Babylon. 

 

Ahaz and His Coming Judgment (17-25):  

(17) Not only Syria and Ephraim will be destroyed, but also Judah since it committed 

the sin of making alliances with Assyria and worshiping false gods. Ahaz was so 

desperate to acquire the help of Assyria that he “took away a portion of the house of the 

LORD and out of the house of the king, and of the princes, and gave it unto the king of 

Assyria” (2 Chron. 28:21). He also sacrificed unto the gods of Damascus, which smote 

him: and he said, “Because the gods of the kings of Syria help them, therefore will I 

sacrifice to them, that they may help me.” But they were the ruin of him, and of all 

Israel. And Ahaz gathered together the vessels of the house of God and cut in pieces the 

vessels of the house of God and shut up the doors of the house of the LORD, and he 

made him altars in every corner of Jerusalem. And in every several cities of Judah he 

made high places to burn incense unto other gods and provoked to anger the LORD 

God of his fathers (2 Chron. 28:23-25 cf. 2 Kings 16:7-16).  

(18-19) God shall “hiss” for the fly and the bee to come into the land against Judah (see 

Isaiah 5:26).  The fly that is in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt is the king of 

Egyptian and his armies, and the bee that is in the land of Assyria is the king of Assyria 

and his armies. The Assyrians will come and conquer all the land of Israel even to the 

very walls of Jerusalem but through a miraculous event turn away in defeat (see 2 

Kings 19:35).  

(19) The Assyrians will settle in the land their own people (2 Kings 17:23-24).  

(20) The kings of Egypt and Assyria will shave with a razor them of the land their head, 

feet and beard. This is speaking metaphorically of how the Assyrian’s will utterly 

remove the people of Israel from the land, he will wipe the land clean as a dish (see 2 

Kings 21:10-15.     

(21-25) A land of desolation. The description given here is that of a land that is destitute 

of its people so that it has to start again. A land with briers and thorns is a land that has 

no one to till the land or maintain the land for agricultural purposes.  



 


