Where AreYou? God's Call from Eden tothe
Cross

From the Garden of Eden to the cross to the communion table, God's story of redemption follows a
consistent thread. It's a story about His call to usin our sin and shame, and His invitation into fellowship
and redemption through Jesus.

God'sCall in the Garden

In Genesis 3:9, we read these powerful words:. "But the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, "Where
areyou?" Thiswasn't aquestion about Adam'’s physical location. God knew exactly where Adam was
hiding. Thiswas a spiritual question—a cry from the heart of God asking, "Where are you in relationship
to me?'

That same question echoes through time to us today. Where are you?

Sin makes us hide. Deep guilt keeps us silent. Shame makes us want to cover up. Even good things can
become the fig leaves we use to avoid God's voice. But God calls out, "Where are you?' Not because He
doesn't know, but because He wants us to know. He wants us to see where sin has taken us and to hear His
invitation back to relationship.

One Hebrew author explains this phrase as "the cry of alover who is separated from his beloved.” God
isn't primarily angry over our sins—He's grief-stricken because sin causes us to hide from the presence He
longs to share with us.

Why Does God Seek UsWhen We Sin?

Notice that God is the seeker, not Adam. God initiates reconciliation. When Adam and Eve sinned and
covered themselves, when they heard God walking in the garden and withdrew in shame, God's voice
broke the silence: "Where are you?"

This question wasn't an interrogation from an angry commanding officer but the heartfelt cry of an
anguished father. The question was meant to arouse Adam'’s sense of being lost and lead him to confession.

How Does Our Culture Pull Us Away from God?

God is still asking us today: "Where are you?' Are we looking to Him, or are we spoiling ourselves with
the fruit of the world? Our culture promotes many trends that pull us away from God:

1. Lovers of pleasure over God - It's trendy to chase entertainment and instant gratification
2. Laziness - Binge-watching, endless scrolling, sedentary lifestyle

3. Anger and envy - Comparison culture fueled by social media highlight reels

4. Neglecting rest - "No days off" mentality where burnout becomes a badge of honor

5. Sexual immorality - Doing whatever feels good, normalizing pornography

6. Ignoring wisdom - "Truth is whatever you feel"



7. Ingratitude - Endless consumerism, always needing, never satisfied

God'sPromisein the Garden

Even in judgment, God speaks promise. In Genesis 3:15, just six verses after Adam'’s sin, we find the first
prophecy about Jesus:. "l will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his hedl."

Thisisthefirst whisper of the Gospel—the "Protevangelium.” Even in humanity's failure, God speaks
hope. Your failure isn't the end of your story. God has already spoken promise over you. Even as the curse
falls on man, the hope of Jesus rises.

The Fullness of Time: God's Redemption Plan

Paul tells usin Galatians 4:4-7 that "when the fullness of time came, God sent forth his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, so that he might redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive
adoption as sons."

This means we're not just forgiven—we're brought into belonging. We're not slaves to shame or old habits.
We're sons and daughters who can cry "Abba, Father." Redemption isn't just about rescue; it's about
relationship with Jesus Christ.

What Does It Mean to Take Up Our Cross?

In Matthew 16:24-27, Jesus says: "If anyone wants to come after me, he must deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save hislife will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake
will find it."

Thisiswhere discipleship getsreal. Salvation is free, but following Jesus costs everything. The habits of
sin are replaced by habits of surrender. If you cling to thislife, you'll loseit. If you give your life to Him,
you'll find it. That's the paradox of the Gospel: losing isfinding, dying isliving.

Our Two Bodies: Physical and Spiritual

In 1 Corinthians 15:42-49, Paul explains that we have both a physical body and a spiritual body. The first
man, Adam, became aliving soul—an individual. The last Adam, Christ, became a life-giving spirit,
restoring the dead to life.

Our physical bodies are temporary, formed from dust and returning to dust. But through Christ, we receive

spiritual bodies suited for eternity. "Just as we have borne the image of the earthly man of dust, we will
also bear the image of the heavenly man."

|s There Scientific Evidencefor Creation?



The human body needs at least 14 minerals to function—all found in various forms in the earth's rock, soil,
and water. These essential minerals originate from the earth, just as Adam was formed from dust. The
Bible affirms creation repeatedly:

» Romans 1:25: "They exchanged the truth about God for alie and worshiped and served created things
rather than the Creator."

» Hebrews 11:3: "By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what
IS seen was not made out of what was visible."

* John 1:1-3: "In the beginning was the Word...Through him all things were made."

Victory Over Death and Sin

First Corinthians 15:50-57 promises that "when the perishable puts on the imperishable and this mortal
puts on immortality, then the scripture will be fulfilled that says, 'Death is swallowed up in victory."

Satan thought he had ruined God's plan when Adam sinned, but God already had Jesus as the redemption
plan. Jesus was there from the beginning. It wasn't an "Oh, what do | do now?" moment—it was"| will
send my Son to be the sacrifice.”

How Do We Overcome Temptation?

First Corinthians 10:13 promises. "No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to human
experience. But God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but along with the
temptation he will provide the way out."

Temptation feels unique, like no one understands what we're going through. But Paul reminds usit's
common to all people, and God is faithful. Even Jesus was tempted emotionally, physicaly, and with
covetousness. God will always provide away out.

Walking in the Light

First John 1:7-10 tells us: "If wereally are living and walking in the light, as He Himself isin the light, we
have true, unbroken fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from
al sin."

When you don't know Christ, you walk in guilt and the burden of sin. But God wants to remove that. The
beauty of confession is not about wallowing in guilt—it's about bringing things into the light where Jesus
heals. The enemy wants us to stay in the shadows, but in the light, there is fellowship and freedom.

TheVision of the Redeemer

Revelation 1:4-8 gives us this glorious picture of Jesus: "To him who loves us and has freed us from our
sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, prieststo his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion
forever and ever."



We go from the first book of the Bible to the last, where Jesusis victorious. What Satan thought would ruin
God's relationship with humanity, God has restored through Jesus.

Life Application

God is calling us back to Histable. Just as He called to Adam in the garden, "Where are you?', He still
calls ustoday. He never stops inviting us to commune with Him, to remember Him, to fellowship with
Him and with one another.

Ask yourself these questions:

1. Where am | in my relationship with God? Am | hiding in shame, distraction, or busyness?

2. What habits or distractionsin my life have become "fig leaves' that keep me from hearing God's
voice?

3. Inwhat areas am | trying to save my life rather than losing it for Christ's sake?
4. What do | need to bring into the light through confession?
Thisweek, intentionally set aside time to answer God's question, "Where are you?' Remove distractions,

confess what's hidden, and step into the light of His presence. Remember that the same power that raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, giving you the ability to defeat the enemy and live in victory.



