
Sermon Study Guide 4/5/20 
“A Different Kind of King”

Palm Sunday | John 12:12-28


Getting Started 
• In times of intense stress, it is important to pause and tend to the needs of our soul. Pause and reflect on 

the following questions: How have you felt this past week? What has made you nervous, scared, or angry? 
What has made you happy? What can you praise God for? Take some time to offer all of this to Him in 
prayer. 


• What images come to mind when you think of a king? How do they look? How do they act? What makes 
Jesus different?


• Have you ever stopped to ask yourself, “What exactly do I want from Jesus?” Take a moment to ponder 
that question. Do your desires align with what Jesus wants to do in your life? In what ways might we be 
looking for Jesus to accomplish our personal, worldly goals rather than what He has set out to do?


Getting into Scripture 
• Read John 12:12-15, 37. How would you describe the crowd’s reception of Jesus? Did they really trust that 

He was the Messiah? What can we learn from their zealous yet misinformed welcome?

• Are there any modern examples of zeal for Jesus that doesn’t come from faith? What are they?

• Read Zechariah 9:9-13. What does Jesus’ riding in on a donkey tell us about the kind of King Jesus is? 

What has he come to accomplish for His people?

• Read John 12:25-26. What does Jesus mean when He says we must hate our life to keep it? Do we really 

have to hate our life in order to attain eternal life? How can we learn to hold our life (including our material 
possessions) more loosely?


• Though Jesus had come to die for the sins of the world, John 12:27 tells us that His soul was “greatly 
troubled.” Read Hebrews 4:14-16. How might this be a comfort for you during this time?


Getting into Life 
• Our world is hurting and afraid right now. What difference does the Kingship of Jesus make for believers 

during times like this? How can we leverage the difficulty of the current crisis to exalt Jesus in our homes, 
neighborhoods, and (remote) schools and places of work?


• Take some time this week to call or video chat with one or two brothers or sisters in Christ. Ask them how 
you can pray for them, and pray with them over the phone. 
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