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Context: Almost 200 years have passed since God’s people had gathered in Jerusalem to remember
God’s Word — A 26 year old King Josiah led the way for God’s people to return, and the story that
unfolds will help you understand what happened long before Nehemiah and Ezra had work to do...

the people of Israel had yet again forgotten God, and find themselves in sinful rebellion.

* Then the king (Josiah) sent and gathered together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. ** And
the king went up to the house of the Lord, with all the men of Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem and the priests and the Levites, all the people both great and small. And he read in their
hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant that had been found in the house of the Lord.
And the king stood in his place and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord and to
keep his commandments and his testimonies and his statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to
perform the words of the covenant that were written in this book. * Then he made all who were
present in Jerusalem and in Benjamin join in it. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to
the covenant of God, the God of their fathers. » And Josiah took away all the abominations from all
the territory that belonged to the people of Israel and made all who were present in Israel serve the
Lord their God. All his days they did not turn away from following the Lord, the God of their
fathers.

Josiah Keeps the Passover

35 Josiah kept a Passover to the Lord in Jerusalem. And they slaughtered the Passover lamb on the
fourteenth day of the first month. * He appointed the priests to their offices and encouraged them in
the service of the house of the Lord

(2 Ch 34:29-35:2)

*So all the service of the Lord was prepared that day, to keep the Passover and to offer burnt
offerings on the altar of the Lord, according to the command of King Josiah. 7 And the people of
Israel who were present kept the Passover at that time, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven
days. " No Passover like it had been kept in Israel since the days of Samuel the prophet. None of the
kings of Israel had kept such a Passover as was kept by Josiah, and the priests and the Levites, and all
Judah and Israel who were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. " In the eighteenth year of the
reign of Josiah this Passover was kept.

(2 Ch 35:16-19)



After this — King Josiah was killed in a battle against the king of Egypt.

Jehoahaz was the next king, 23 yrs old and only lasted 3 months.

Jehoiakim was next, 25 years old — and for 11 years, he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and
king Nebuchadnezzer of Babylon took him out.

Jehoiachin was next... he was 18, and lasted three months and 10 days — and he did what was evil in
the sight of the Lord.

Zedekiah was next... he was 21 and lasted 11 years...

" Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in
Jerusalem. ** He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord his God. He did not humble himself
before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke from the mouth of the Lord. ® He also rebelled against King
Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by God. He stiffened his neck and hardened his heart
against turning to the Lord, the God of Israel. "* All the officers of the priests and the people likewise
were exceedingly unfaichful, following all the abominations of the nations. And they polluted the
house of the Lord that he had made holy in Jerusalem.

" The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent persistently to them by his messengers, because he had
compassion on his people and on his dwelling place. ' But they kept mocking the messengers of
God, despising his words and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord rose against his

people, until there was no remedy.

(2 Ch 36:11-16)
e What happens next — is how Isracl ended up in exile in Babylon...

Jerusalem Captured and Burned

7 Therefore he brought up against them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed their young men
with the sword in the house of their sanctuary and had no compassion on young man or virgin, old
man or aged. He gave them all into his hand. " And all the vessels of the house of God, great and
small, and the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king and of his princes, all
these he brought to Babylon.  And they burned the house of God and broke down the wall of
Jerusalem and burned all its palaces with fire and destroyed all its precious vessels. ** He took into
exile in Babylon those who had escaped from the sword, and they became servants to him and to his
sons until the establishment of the kingdom of Persia, * to fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth
of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed its Sabbaths. All the days that it lay desolate it kept Sabbath,
to fulfill seventy years.

The Proclamation of Cyrus
* Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of
Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a

proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing: ® “Thus says Cyrus king of



Persia, “The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged
me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever is among you of all his people,

may the Lord his God be with him. Let him go up.’” (2 Ch 36:17-23)

e Now we find ourselves... 200 years later — and what happens is a generation is reminded of
God and his faithfulness to provide and protect His people... and this happens through the
reading of God’s word.

Ezra Reads the Law

8 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra
the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the Lord had commanded Israel. * So Ezra the
priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand
what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. > And he read from it facing the square
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women
and those who could understand. And the cars of all the people were attentive to the Book of the
Law. * And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. And
beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. 3
And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he
opened it all the people stood. ¢ And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people
answered, “Amen, Amen,” liﬁing up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the
Lord with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai,
Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to
understand the Law, while the people remained in their places. ® They read from the book, from the

Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.

This Day Is Holy

» And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who
taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or
weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. " Then he said to them, “Go your
way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this
day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” " So the
Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” * And all the
people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because

they had understood the words that were declared to them.

Feast of Booths Celebrated

% On the second day the heads of fathers’ houses of all the people, with the priests and the Levites,
came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of the Law. " And they found it written
in the Law that the Lord had commanded by Moses that the people of Israel should dwell in booths



during the feast of the seventh month, " and that they should proclaim it and publish it in all their
towns and in Jerusalem, “Go out to the hills and bring branches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm,

and other 1eafy trees to make booths, as it is written.” (Ne 8:1—15)
® Where did this feast come from and Why?

¥ “On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the land,
you shall celebrate the feast of the Lord seven days. On the first day shall be a solemn rest, and on
the eighth day shall be a solemn rest. * And you shall take on the first day the fruit of splendid trees,
branches of palm trees and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice
before the Lord your God seven days. * You shall celebrate it as a feast to the Lord for seven days in
the year. It is a statute forever throughout your generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh
month. # You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All native Israclites shall dwell in booths, # that
your generations may know that I made the people of Isracl dwell in booths when I brought them
out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” (REMEMBER)

(Le 23:39-43)

* So the people went out and brought them and made booths for themselves, each on his roof, and
in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the square at the Water Gate and in the
square at the Gate of Ephraim. 7 And all the assembly of those who had returned from the caprivity
made booths and lived in the booths, for from the days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that day the
people of Israel had not done so. And there was very great rejoicing. "* And day by day, from the first
day to the last day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. They kept the feast seven days, and on
the cighth day there was a solemn assembly, according to the rule.

(Ne 8:16-18)

e What good were the walls of Jerusalem without the presence of God’s people, the presence
of God and the truth of His Word for them? What good were the walls if the people didn’c

remember God’s faithfulness, protection, and provision?

% What happened? Ezra read God’s law to all the men and women and all who could
understand.

m  *So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and
women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the
seventh month. > And he read from it facing the square before the Water
Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the
women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were

attentive to the Book of the Law. (Ne 8:2-3)



% Ezra led the people to stand — and Ezra blesses the Lord — and the people respond.

® ’And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and
as he opened it all the people stood. ¢ And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the
people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and
worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. (Ne 8:5-6)

% Ezra — and 13 other priests made sure the word was clear and understandable.
e °®They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so
that the people understood the reading. (Ne 8:8)

% Nchemiah, Ezra and the other Levite teachers declared “This day is holy to the Lord...”

® ’And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who
taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn
or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. * Then he said to them,
“Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has
nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord
is your strength (li. PROTECTION).” " So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be
quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved. 7 And all the people went their way to eat and
drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the

words that were declared to them. (Ne 8:9-12)

% For seven days — the people were told to celebrate the feast of booths — to remember what
God has done. Seven days under the weight of the Law, seven days remembering what God

has done, and there was great rejoicing.

® 7 And all the assembly of those who had returned from the captivicy made booths and lived
in the booths, for from the days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that day the people of Israel had
not done so. And there was very great rejoicing. ' And day by day, from the first day to the
last day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. They kept the feast seven days, and on the

eighth day there was a solemn assembly, according to the rule. (Ne 8:15-18)

The walls were rebuilt — but more than that God was restoring His people... yet again.

What good would the rebuilt temple be if God’s people weren't seeking Him?



What good would the restored walls be if God’s people within those walls forget His faichfulness to
Him, who forget the law and promise of a Messiah?

Generations would pass — and some walked in obedience and some did not.

Some held out faith in the promise of a Messiah to come.

Others got lost in religious tradition, growing in self-righteousness.

Jesus would be born. Some would believe. Some would follow. Some would trust.

Some would see that Jesus was that long awaited Messiah.

Some would see that Jesus was the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

Water would be turned into wine, the blind would see.

Some lame would walk. The paralyzed would get up.

Some caught in scandals would experience grace and mercy.

Some doubting would finally trust.

Children would be healed.

Demon possessed would be liberated.

The religious pharisees would be challenged.

Self-righteousness would be confronted.

The law would be amplified through the teachings of Jesus.

The heart of the law and the provision of grace would be made clear through the cross of Christ.

What good would the restoration of what was broken in Jerusalem be, if the people forgot God,

forgot His word, and lost sight of the Messiah?

So here we are — and what good would we be if we forget God’s profound mercy and grace in Jesus?
What good is the local church if it’s not about Jesus?

What good is our gathering if God is not worshiped?

What good is our gathering if the saints aren’t encouraged and equipped for ministry?

What good is having a Bible if we don’t read it, preach it, know it, live it, believe it?

What good is our authentic community if it’s not centered around the gospel?

What good is missional outreach if it doesn’t point to Jesus?

What good is our comfort if we can’t comfort others?

What good is knowing about grace if we aren’t gracious?

What good is marriage if it doesn’t remind us of Christ and the church?

What good is reaching the next generation if we don’t teach them what God has done?



Born Again to a Living Hope

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, *
to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, *who by
God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. ¢In
this you rejoice, though now for a little while, iFnecessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7
so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus
Christ. ® Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe
in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, ? obtaining the outcome of
your faith, the salvation of‘your souls.

** Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours
searched and inquired carefully, " inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was
indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. "It was revealed to
them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to
you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things

into which angels long to look.

Called to Be Holy

" Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the
grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. " As obedient children, do not be
conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, * but as he who called you is holy, you also be
holy in all your conduct, *since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 7 And if you call on
him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear
throughout the time of your exile, " knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inhericed
from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,  but with the precious
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. * He was foreknown before the
foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you * who through
him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and
hope are in God.

* Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one
another carnestly from a pure heart, ® since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of
imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; * for “All flesh is like grass and all its
glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, * but the word of the Lord

remains forever.”

And this word is the good news that was preached to you.
(1 Pe 1:3-25)






