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Sunday 07/21/24 – Panama Methodist Church 
 

Sermon Title: Chapter 7 “The Class Meeting: What Could Possibly 

Go Wrong” Sermon Series: (Part 7 of 8)      
 

(Slides 1-14 will be listed in order throughout this sermon 😊!)  

(Slide 1 – (Class Meeting Book Cover Picture) 

(Slide 2 – (Peter Cartwright Quote) 

(Slide 3 – (Romans 8:28) 

(Slide 4 – Class Meeting – Chapter 7 - “What Could Possibly Go Wrong?”) 

(Slide 5 – (“What if my small group fails?” with Picture) 

(Slide 6 – (“Top 10 Ways to Guarantee Your “Class Meeting Will Fail” # 1) 

(Slide 7 – (“Top 10 Ways to Guarantee Your “Class Meeting Will Fail” # 2) 

(Slide 8 – (2 Peter 3:18) 

(Slide 9 – (“Top 10 Ways to Guarantee Your “Class Meeting Will Fail” # 3) 

(Slide 10 – (“Top 10 Ways to Guarantee Your “Class Meeting Will Fail” # 4) 

(Slide 11 – (Video – Shallow Small Group # 2)) 

(Slide 12 – (“Ultimately, We Are Not in Control, but the Spirit Is” #1) 

(Slide 13 – (“Ultimately, We Are Not in Control, but the Spirit Is” #2) 

(Slide 14 – (Psalm 51:10-12) 

 

  So, in between being a High School Social Studies teacher and becoming a 

pastor, I was a Family Caseworker in Tompkins County, New York for about four-

years. I worked with at risk males under the age of eighteen, and their families. I 

still talk with and am friends with some of these now men, and their families to this 

day. I do have to say though that some of the young men that I worked with were 

pretty wild. How wild you might ask? Well wild enough to get recommended for a 

Family Caseworker. 
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 The one story that I remember as I was writing this sermon, that I had not 

thought about in years, was the famous snowboarding off the roof story. It was a 

cold winter, and I think it was 2007 or 2008. I worked with a couple of brothers 

that needed some mentoring, and the family needed some additional support. Well, 

these brothers could be wild! One day in fact, I got called asking if I could come to 

the family home on a day that I was not scheduled to do so. I was told though that 

it was really important that I come. So, I moved some appointments around to 

make sure that I could get there. 

 This story reminds me of this morning’s Chapter 7 title that we will discuss 

here in a few minutes called, “What Could Possibly Go Wrong?” Keeping all 

names and specifics out of this story for confidentiality reasons, I remember 

getting to the house as I was urgently asked to do, on this cold winter day. When I 

arrived, I saw through the living room window that one of the two brothers that I 

worked with had an arm cast and a sling on. I remember thinking, “well he didn’t 

have either of those when I saw him last week”! A couple of days before this, we 

had a large snowstorm, and I noticed as I looked up and over that a zig-zagged line 

of snow was off the garage roof by the family’s house. The family also had an 

SUV that had not run for months, and I noticed that most of the snow was off of 

the roof of the SUV, the hood of the SUV, and the one side of the SUV. This 
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garage was not where the main driveway was, or where most of the cars were 

parked, so the family usually was not in a hurry to do the snow shoveling there.  

 So there stood the young man looking out the living room, as I just saw an 

odd zig-zagged line of snow off of the family garage, and some of the roof of the 

broke down SUV, the hood of the SUV, and the one side of the SUV. “Well, this 

was getting interesting I thought!” I then knocked on the door, and as expected, the 

mother of the two boys was not happy, and the uninjured brother had a smirk on 

his face. His smirk to me translated to “My brother is in so much trouble, and this 

is going to be great”! Within a second, the mother of two boys said, “Paul, do you 

know what my sons did yesterday”! She was really mad. So, I just calmly said, 

“Tell me.”  

 The mother proceeded to tell me that while she was at work the day before, 

that her two sons were excited that they had snow day from school the day before. 

Mom had to go to work, and both of the boys were teenagers. At some point early 

during this snow day, which if memory serves, we had cancelled all our visits with 

kids and families, but I had a good day that day making phone calls and doing 

paperwork. Well needless to say these two brothers during that same snow day, 

when their mom was at work were not making calls and doing paperwork. 

 I do not know when it happened, after breakfast, early afternoon, etc.? 

Whenever it happened though, these two brothers thought that it would be a great 
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idea to go snowboarding off of the roof of their garage. When they told me this 

after the fact, I asked, “why would you do that”? Then the one brother said this, 

“We thought, “What Could Possibly Go Wrong?” So, these two brothers got the 

extension later out of the garage and climbed the ladder. Well one brother climbed 

the latter, and then the second brother. They somehow strapped the snowboard to 

their backs, and when they got to the roof, they crawled to the peak of the garage 

roof. They then sat on the peak of the garage roof, put on the snow board, then 

snow boarded off the garage roof, bounced off of the broken-down SUV, and 

landed on the deep snow in the driveway. Both brothers did this a few times, until 

one of the brothers did it wrong and broke his arm. Normally I worked with at risk 

boys for 6-9 months, but these two boys literally were granted a time extension to 

work with me! Sometimes in our lives we might ask the question, “What Could 

Possibly Go Wrong?” 

(Slide 1 – (Class Meeting Book Cover Picture) 

 

 This morning, we are picking up on the seventh of eight chapters in the book 

we have been discussing called “The Class Meeting,” by Dr. Kevin M. Watson. 

The reason that we have a table and chairs up in the altar area of our church 

sanctuary, which is similar to the cover of the book “The Class Meeting,” is to 

show a potential setting where a group could have a “Class Meeting,” or a small 

group. 
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 The quote that we are given to start our chapter this week comes from Peter 

Cartwright. Peter Cartwright lived from 1785-1872, and Peter Cartwright was: 

“an American Methodist, revivalist, preacher, in the Midwest, as well as twice 

an elected legislator in Illinois. Cartwright, a Methodist missionary, helped 

start America's Second Great Awakening, personally baptizing twelve 

thousand converts” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Cartwright_(revivalist). 

 

Peter Cartwright was a Methodist Circuit Riding pastor, who rode horses from 

church/community of faith to the next. Here is the quote that Peter Cartwright said 

about “Class Meetings,” or small groups: 

(Slide 2 – (Peter Cartwright Quote) 

 

Peter Cartwright said, he hoped that we would never get rid of “Class Meetings,” 

or small groups. 

 The foundational scripture I chose for this morning comes from the Apostle 

Paul’s letter or the Romans. In Romans 8:28 the Apostle Paul writes: 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_revival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Great_Awakening
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(Slide 3 – (Romans 8:28) 

 

The “Class Meetings,” or small groups that we have been discussing can sound 

scary if we have never tried once before, but if God is at the center of it, we can 

have faith it will go well. This does not mean that it will go perfect, but it we stick 

it out, the Holy Spirit will move, and I believe that God will bless our small 

groups. 

 All this said, the garage roof snowboarding story is what I thought of for our 

chapter this morning. Once again, chapter 7 of the book “The Class Meeting” is 

called, “What Could Possibly Go Wrong?” Part of this chapter, therefore, is telling 

us common mistakes that can be made when forming and having a “Class 

Meeting,” or small group. One way to not have a good small group for example, is 

going snowboarding off a roof! 

(Slide 4 – Class Meeting – Chapter 7 - “What Could Possibly Go Wrong?”) 
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In the case of the two brothers and his family that I was working with, if try to 

snowboard off of the top of the garage, a lot can go wrong. What can go wrong in 

“Class Meeting,” or a small group? Some of us might have some fears and worries 

about this. Some might ask the question, “What if my small group fails?” 

(Slide 5 – (“What if my small group fails?” with Picture) 

 

 For those of us old enough to remember the Late-Night show with David 

Letterman, you might remember that he had his famous “Top-Ten.” The “Top-

Ten” was ten things about something. One of David Letterman’s “Top-Ten” lists 

were “The Top-Ten signs that the government is running out of money”. These 

were not actual reasons, but the “Top-Ten” list was meant to be funny and 

humorous. I am not sure if Dr. Kevin Watson was copying David Letterman or not, 

but in our chapter for this morning, we are given the “Top 10 Ways to Guarantee 

Your “Class Meeting Will Fail”. We do not need a drum roll for these, but what 

are Dr. Kevin Watson’s “Top 10 Ways to Guarantee Your “Class Meeting Will 

Fail”? Here they are: 
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(Slide 6 – (“Top 10 Ways to Guarantee Your “Class Meeting Will Fail” # 1) 

 

Ok, seriously, here is the first five: 

 

(Slide 7 – (“Top 10 Ways to Guarantee Your “Class Meeting Will Fail” # 2) 

 

Before we hear the top five “Ways to Guarantee Your “Class Meeting Will Fail,” I 

want to reinforce this with scripture. If you can turn in your Bibles or Bible Apps 

to 2 Peter 3:18. In 2 Peter 3:18 it says: 

(Slide 8 – (2 Peter 3:18) 
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This my friends, is a big reason why pursuing a “Class Meeting” or small group 

can a great thing for us. Growing closer to Christ, and to each other. 

 So, with this said, here are the top five “Ways to Guarantee Your “Class 

Meeting Will Fail,” 

(Slide 9 – (“Top 10 Ways to Guarantee Your “Class Meeting Will Fail” # 3) 

 

Also, when many of us watch those television infomercials we hear, “but way 

there’s more”! This is because we were given one nearly in the “Top 10 Ways to 

Guarantee Your “Class Meeting Will Fail”. Here is the last reason, which is nearly 

in the “Top 10 Ways to Guarantee Your “Class Meeting Will Fail” 
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(Slide 10 – (“Top 10 Ways to Guarantee Your “Class Meeting Will Fail” # 4) 

 

 To have a little fun with the idea of “Class Meetings” or small groups going 

wrong, I want to show you the part two video of the “Shallow Small Group.” Here 

it is: 

(Slide 11 – (Video – Shallow Small Group # 2) 

 

 Once again, no one has to be part of a “Class Meeting,” or small group, but 

it is a great option for many of us. Just a reminder that after church this morning, I 

am going to be leading a short “Class Meeting Leader” or small group leader 

training. We will do this about 10 minutes after this service in the church 

conference room, and I hope that you can make it! We also need to remember that 

the Holy Spirit is what will make anything in our faith successful. Nothing that we 

do in the area of faith, either individually or in a group, can truly be successful 

without the Holy Spirit. With this said here are some thoughts called “Ultimately, 

We Are Not in Control, but the Spirit Is”: 
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(Slide 12 – (“Ultimately, We Are Not in Control, but the Spirit Is” #1) 

 

Here are some last thoughts on “Ultimately, We Are Not in Control, but the Spirit 

Is”: 

(Slide 13 – (“Ultimately, We Are Not in Control, but the Spirit Is” #2) 

 

 As I invite our praise team forward, next Sunday we will go over the last 

chapter of our book called, “The Keys to a Life-Changing Group.” With this said, a 
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final scripture that I want to read this morning comes to us from the Psalms. If you 

open your Bible or Bible Apps to Psalm 51, I am going to read Psalm 51:10-12, 

which says: 

(Slide 14 – (Psalm 51:10-12) 

 

The goal of our Christian faith is not only salvation and eternity in Christ, but also 

growing in Christ, and living and loving like Christ. I believe brothers and sisters, 

that we have many great days ahead here at Panama Methodist Church! May it be 

so. Amen. 

 

 


