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CONCERNING GOOD FRIDAY 
 
The Good Friday liturgy is the second part of the Triduum (the sacred three 
days). This most somber of all days is appropriately marked by fasting, 
abstinence, and penitence, leading us to focus on Jesus and the meaning of his 
Cross. Some churches do not use musical instruments or bells on this day. The 
church is often darkened. The bare, stark appearance of the church serves as a 
reminder of the solemnity and the sorrow of the day. The Lord of Life was 
rejected, mocked, scourged, and then put to death on the Cross. The faithful are 
reminded of the role which their own sin played in this suffering and agony, as 
Christ took all sin upon himself, in obedience to his Father’s will. By the Cross 
we are redeemed, set free from bondage to sin and death. The Cross is a sign of 
God’s never-ending love for us. It is a sign of life, in the midst of death. 
 
In addition to the liturgies for the Triduum, there are many other edifying 
devotions appropriate for this day, including The Way of the Cross, Tenebrae, 
and The Seven Last Words. 
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G O O D  F R I DA Y  
 
On this day the ministers enter in silence. 
 
All then kneel for silent prayer. 
 
The Officiant rises and may say 
 

All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way, 

People And the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
 
The Officiant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, we beseech you graciously to behold this your family, for whom 
our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and given into the hands of 
sinners, and to suffer death upon the Cross; who now lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

O The Deep Deep Love of  Jesus  
 

O the deep deep love of  Jesus  
Vast unmeasured boundless free  

Rolling as a mighty ocean  
In its fullness over me  

Underneath me all around me  
Is the current of  Thy love   

Leading onward leading homeward  
To my glorious rest above 

 
CCLI 137178 
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Psalm 40:1-14  Please stand and pray 
 

1 I waited patiently upon the Lord; * 
  he stooped to me and heard my cry. 
 

2 He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; * 
  he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 
 

3 He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; * 
  many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the Lord. 
 

4 Happy are they who trust in the Lord! * 
  they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods. 
 

5 Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God! 
 how great your wonders and your plans for us! * 
  there is none who can be compared with you. 
 

6 Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! * 
  but they are more than I can count. 
 

7 In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure * 
  (you have given me ears to hear you); 
 

8 Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, * 
  and so I said, “Behold, I come. 
 

9 In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: * 
  ‘I love to do your will, O my God;  
 your law is deep in my heart.’” 
 

10 I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; * 
  behold, I did not restrain my lips; 
  and that, O Lord, you know. 
 

11 Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart; 
 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; * 
  I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the 
 great congregation. 
12 You are the Lord; 
 do not withhold your compassion from me; * 
  let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever, 
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13 For innumerable troubles have crowded upon me; 
 my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot see; * 
  they are more in number than the hairs of my head, 
  and my heart fails me. 
 

14 Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me; * 
  O Lord, make haste to help me. 
 
Lector  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
People As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without 
end. Amen. 
 
 
The Passion Gospel according to St. Mark  
 

Narrator And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount 
of Olives. And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one 
of the twelve, and with him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the 
chief priests and the scribes and the elders. Now the betrayer had given 
them a sign, saying,  
 

Judas “The one I will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead him away under 
guard.” 
 

Narrator And when he came, he went up to him at once and said,  
 

Judas “Rabbi!” 
 

Narrator And he kissed him. And they laid hands on him and seized 
him. But one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the 
servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. And Jesus said to them,  
Jesus “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to 
capture me? Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and 
you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.” 
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Narrator And they all left him and fled. And a young man followed him, 
with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And they seized him, but 
he left the linen cloth and ran away naked. And they led Jesus to the 
high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes came 
together. And Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the 
courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with the guards and 
warming himself at the fire. Now the chief priests and the whole council 
were seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but they 
found none. For many bore false witness against him, but their 
testimony did not agree. And some stood up and bore false witness 
against him, saying,  
 

Bystander 1 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made 
with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with 
hands.’” 
 

Narrator Yet even about this their testimony did not agree. And the high 
priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus,  
 

High Priest “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men 
testify against you?” 
 

Narrator But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the high 
priest asked him, 
 

High Priest “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”  
 

Narrator And Jesus said,  
 

Jesus “I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of 
Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 
 

Narrator And the high priest tore his garments and said, 
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High Priest “What further witnesses do we need? You have heard his 
blasphemy. What is your decision?” 
 

Narrator And they all condemned him as deserving death. And some 
began to spit on him and to cover his face and to strike him, saying to 
him,  
 

Bystander 1 and 2 “Prophesy!” 
 

Narrator And the guards received him with blows. And as Peter was 
below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, 
and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said,  
 

Servant girl “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 
 

Narrator But he denied it, saying,  
 

Peter “I neither know nor understand what you mean.” 
 

Narrator And he went out into the gateway and the rooster crowed. And 
the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders,  
 

Servant girl “This man is one of them.” 
 

Narrator But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders 
again said to Peter,  
 

Bystander 1 and 2 “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 
 

Narrator But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear,  
 

Peter “I do not know this man of whom you speak.” 
 

Narrator And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter 
remembered how Jesus had said to him,  
 

Jesus “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 
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Narrator And he broke down and wept. And as soon as it was morning, 
the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the 
whole council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered 
him over to Pilate. And Pilate asked him,  
 

Pilate “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
 

Narrator And he answered him,  
Jesus “You have said so.” 
 

Narrator And the chief priests accused him of many things. And Pilate 
again asked him,  
 

Pilate “Have you no answer to make? See how many charges they bring 
against you.” 
 

Narrator But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed. 
Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom 
they asked. And among the rebels in prison, who had committed 
murder in the insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas. And the 
crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them. 
And he answered them, saying,  
 

Pilate “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?”  
 

Narrator For he perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests 
had delivered him up. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have 
him release for them Barabbas instead. And Pilate again said to them,  
 

Pilate “Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of the 
Jews?”  
 

Narrator And they cried out again,  
 

ALL “Crucify him.”  
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Narrator And Pilate said to them,  
 

Pilate “Why? What evil has he done?”  
 

Narrator But they shouted all the more, 
 

ALL “Crucify him.”  
 

Narrator So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them 
Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 
And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor's 
headquarters), and they called together the whole battalion. And they 
clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, 
they put it on him. And they began to salute him,  
 

Soldier 1 and 2 “Hail, King of the Jews!”  
 

Narrator And they were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him 
and kneeling down in homage to him. And when they had mocked him, 
they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. 
And they led him out to crucify him. And they compelled a passerby, 
Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. And they brought him to the 
place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). And they offered 
him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.  
 

The cross beam is brought in and attached. 
 

And they crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting 
lots for them, to decide what each should take. And it was the third 
hour when they crucified him. And the inscription of the charge against 
him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two 
robbers, one on his right and one on his left. And those who passed by 
derided him, wagging their heads and saying,  
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Bystander 1 and 2 “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild 
it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!”  
 

Narrator So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one 
another, saying, 
 

Chief priests and scribes “He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the 
Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may 
see and believe.”  
 

Narrator Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. And when 
the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until 
the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice,  
 

Jesus “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” 
 

Narrator  which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” And some of the bystanders hearing it said, 
 

Bystander 1 and 2 “Behold, he is calling Elijah.”  
 

Narrator And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on 
a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying,  
 

Bystander 3 “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him 
down.”  
 

Narrator And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last.  
 

Silence       The people kneel. 
 

Narrator And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in 
this way he breathed his last, he said,  
 

Centurion “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 
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Narrator There were also women looking on from a distance, among 
whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the 
younger and of Joses, and Salome. When he was in Galilee, they 
followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many other 
women who came up with him to Jerusalem. And when evening had 
come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the 
Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who 
was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and 
went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate was surprised to 
hear that he should have already died. And summoning the centurion, 
he asked him whether he was already dead. And when he learned from 
the centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. And 
Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in 
the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the 
rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid.  
 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord  
 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

 
Sermon The Rev. Deacon Erin Cook 
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The Solemn Collects 
 
All standing, the Celebrant or Deacon says 
 

Dear People of God: Our heavenly Father sent his Son into the 
world, not to condemn the world, but that the world through him 
might be saved; that all who believe in him might be delivered 
from the power of sin and death, and become heirs with him of 
everlasting life. 
We pray, therefore, for people everywhere according to their 
needs. 
 

The biddings may be read by a Deacon or other person appointed. The 
Celebrant says the Collects. 
 

Let us pray for the holy Church throughout the world: that the 
Lord our God may preserve her in unity, peace, and safety, 
bringing into divine subjection all powers and principalities; and 
that he may grant us to dwell in such peace and tranquility that we 
may show forth the glory of God. 
 

Silence 
 

Almighty Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church. Fill it 
with all truth, in all truth with all peace. Where it is corrupt, purify 
it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, 
reform it; where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in want, 
provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ your Son our Savior. Amen. 
 

Silence 
 

Let us pray for those who are preparing for Holy Baptism: that the 
Lord our God may open their hearts to his grace and mercy; that 
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by the washing of regeneration they may obtain the remission of 
all their sins, and be found faithful servants of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Silence 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you multiply your Church in every 
generation: Grant the gifts of faith and understanding to those 
being instructed in your holy Word; that being washed in the 
waters of baptism, they may be born again and numbered among 
your adopted children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Silence 
 

Let us pray to God the Father Almighty, that he would cleanse the 
world from all evil; deliver it from pestilence, famine, and this COVID 
19 plague; set free those who are in captivity; restore the sick to health; 
and bring those who travel to a haven of safety. 
 

Silence 
 

Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all 
who suffer: Let the cry of those in misery and need come to you, 
that they may find your mercy present with them in all their 
afflictions; and give us, we pray, the strength to serve them for the 
sake of him who suffered for us, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

DEVOTION BEFORE THE CROSS 
 

A wooden cross may now be brought into the church and placed in the sight of the people.  
 

Behold the wood of the Cross,  
on which was hung the world’s Salvation. 

 People O come, let us adore him. 
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A N T H E M 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
If we have died with him, we shall also live with him;  
if we endure, we shall also reign with him.  
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
O SACRED HEAD (Verses 1 & 6) 
 

 



 15 

 

 
 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SIN 
The Deacon says 

All who truly and earnestly repent of your sins, and seek to be reconciled 
with your neighbors, and intend to lead the new life, following the 
commandments of God, and walking in his holy ways: draw near with faith 
and make your humble confession to Almighty God. 

Silence 

The Deacon and People kneel as able and pray 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker and judge of us all: 
We acknowledge and repent of our many sins and offenses, 
which we have committed by thought, word, and deed, 
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against your divine majesty, 
provoking most justly your righteous anger against us. 
We are deeply sorry for these transgressions. 
The burden of them is more than we can bear. 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may evermore serve  
and please you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Bishop or Priest stands and says 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised 
forgiveness of  sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn 
to him, have † mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE COMFORTABLE WORDS 
 
The Deacon says one or all of  the following 

Hear the [comfortable] Word of  God to all who truly turn to him. 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Matthew 11:28 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of  full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15 

If  anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the sins of  the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2 
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The Celebrant then continues 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant in unison. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 
All kneel (or stand/sit as able) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with your spirit, 
Celebrant Let us pray, 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, 
cross, and death between your judgment and our souls, now and in the 
hour of our death. Give mercy and grace to the living; pardon and rest to 
the dead; to your holy Church peace and concord; and to us sinners 
everlasting life and glory; for with the Father and Holy Spirit you live and 
reign, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

  


