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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!

To Our Visitors
We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! We are happy to have

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is
shared will assist you in the week ahead. If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you
would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home. May God bless your week!

Nursery

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for
your use. The worship service is broadcast to the nursery. An usher will be happy to show you
where it is located.

Sunday School and Bible Study
We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible
studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m. Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level. Check the

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations. An usher will be happy to take you to the
appropriate place.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross. If you have

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with
the Pastor before the service. Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a
blessing.

Sound Enhancement Devices
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available. Please ask an usher
for a personal receiver.

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of
North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ.




Second Sunday in Lent

February 28 & March 1, 2026
5:00 p.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Please note: The 11:00 a.m. worship service is live streamed and recorded.

AS WE GATHER

This Sunday is the Second Sunday in Lent, a six-week journey with Jesus to the cross.
Today we hear the call to Abraham and see how God displayed His mercy and love in
His promise to make Abraham the father of a great nation. Of course, these were not
mere words; God did indeed make Abraham’s offspring into a mighty host too
numerous to count. We, too, are heirs of Abraham through faith. There are many others
waiting to hear the story and answer God’s call with faith.

PRELUDE

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE

It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be
spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some
may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a
verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile.



" PREPARATION %

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding
us that Christ leads us into the presence of God.

Please stand
ENTRANCE HYMN
732 All Depends on Our Possessing

INVOCATION
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the *® Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Leader: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.



Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus
Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on
them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us,
bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

People: Amen.

KYRIE (Lord, have mercy)
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
(continued on next page)



I I
P — I
L =

B\

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.
People: O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty

power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and
from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



 WORD ¥

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 12:1-9
(God'’s call to Abraham and His promise that Abraham would become the father of a great nation)

! The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's
household and go to the land I will show you.

2" will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I
will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he set out from Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all
the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and
they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.

¢ Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at
Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram
and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So he built an altar there to the LORD,
who had appeared to him.

8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel
on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the
name of the LORD. ° Then Abram set out and continued toward the Negev.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



ANTHEM
“He Will Keep You (Psalm 121)” Kauflin/Zimmer

1 lift my eyes and see

I need not be afraid

All my help comes from the Lord
Who the earth and sky has made

Chorus:

He will keep you from all evils

Behind you and before

He will sustain you through this journey
From now and evermore

The Lord will never sleep

My steps He has ordained

For the One who holds the night
Is the Sovereign of my days

EPISTLE Romans 4:1-8, 13-17
(Abraham and his heirs are declared righteous by grace through faith.)

! What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? 2 If, in

fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before

God. ® What does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him
as righteousness.”

* Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an
obligation. > However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the
wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. ¢ David says the same thing when he
speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from
works:

7 “Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. ¢ Blessed
is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him.”


http://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/4.html

13 It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he
would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. * For if
those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless,

15 because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression.

16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring —not only to those who are of the law but also to
those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I
have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom
he believed —the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though
they were.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL John 3:1-17

(Except a man be born anew, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.)

1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish
ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher
who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing
if God were not with him.”

3 In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless
he is born again.”

4+ “How can a man be born when he is 0ld?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a
second time into his mother’s womb to be born!”
(continued on next page)


http://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3.html

5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is
born of water and the Spirit. ¢ Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, "You must be born again.' ® The wind
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from
or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."

9 "How can this be?" Nicodemus asked.

10"You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? 1 I tell
you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still
you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and
you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? ** No one
has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven--the Son of Man. ' Just
as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, '* that
everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.

16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 7 For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (11:00 a.m.)

HYMN
571 God Love the World So That He Gave

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD


http://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3.html

Please stand
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Leader: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

++ + Special Intercessions + + +
Each concluding: Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Leader: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.

OFFERING %z;'_@
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During the offering, please sign e
the Record of Fellowship found LT
at the end of each pew E [ ol

Scan to give online



Please stand
OFFERTORY
“What Shall I Render to the Lord”
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the

courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

PRAYER

Leader: Almighty God, we thank You for teaching us the things You want us to
believe and do. Help us by Your Holy Spirit to keep Your Word in pure
hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and
comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ¥ give you peace.
People: Amen.

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the
hymn is completed. This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
936  Sing Praise to the God of Israel

POSTLUDE

11



Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading;:
Exodus 17:1-7; Romans 5:1-8; John 4:5-26
Find a devotional guide on the readings at https://chapelofthecross.org/devotions

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve
worldwide. www.zondervan.com Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523
Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2025 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Serving at Chapel

Preacher: Theodore Laesch
Liturgists: 5:00 p.m. Matthew Shipman
8:30 a.m. Ellory Glenn

11:00 a.m. Theodore Laesch

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. Denise Koch
11:00 a.m. John Zvirgzdins

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Lucie Hill
11:00 a.m. Bella Moss

Soloist: Nate Laesch

Organist & Accompanist: Johnathan Clayton



Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
(314) 741-3737 www.chapelofthecross.org
Email: office@chapelofthecross.org

Worship and Christian Education
Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m.
Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1 and 3 and 5" Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m.,
the 2" and 4" and 5" Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,
and the 1% and 3" and 5" Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth — 9:45 a.m.

Chapel Ministry Staff

Home Phone E-mail
Theodore Laesch, Pastor 314-355-0688  pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org
Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor 314-369-8014  ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org
Charles Wallace, Vicar 985-852-7958  vicarchuck@chapelofthecross.org
Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry 314-200-9797  bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org
Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant 314-921-1107  pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord. 314-355-0688  family@chapelofthecross.org

Missions

Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations:

*Friend of Moms *Lutheran Early Response Teams *Helping Hands Food Pantry
Lutheran Chaplains Lutheran Heritage Foundation Lutherans for Life
Concordia Seminary Friends of New Americans Shoebox Ministry
Day 3 Seeds L.AM.P. Lutheran Assoc. of Missionaries KFUO Radio

& Pilots

* indicates special emphasis in 2025

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the
English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod



mailto:ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org

