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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!

To Our Visitors
We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! We are happy to have

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is
shared will assist you in the week ahead. If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you
would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home. May God bless your week!

Nursery

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for
your use. The worship service is broadcast to the nursery. An usher will be happy to show you
where it is located.

Sunday School and Bible Study
We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible
studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m. Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level. Check the

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations. An usher will be happy to take you to the
appropriate place.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross. If you have

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with
the Pastor before the service. Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a
blessing.

Sound Enhancement Devices
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available. Please ask an usher
for a personal receiver.

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of
North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ.




Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026
11:00 a.m.

Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.

AS WE GATHER

Jesus is alive! Our hearts need not be troubled nor afraid; He has shown us the Father’s
love. He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. As God’s chosen people, we continue to
celebrate our resurrected Lord.

PRELUDE
“Splendor and Honor” setting by Sondra Tucker

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE

It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be
spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some
may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a
verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile.

 PREPARATION &

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding
us that Christ leads us into the presence of God.

Please stand

ENTRANCE HYMN
950  Splendor and Honor



INVOCATION

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Leader:

People:

Leader:

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called
you out of darkness into His wonderful light.

Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

As God'’s people, we make confession, seeking mercy.

Silence for reflection.

Leader:
People:

Leader:

People:

Merciful God,

we confess to You that we are by nature sinful, living in darkness. We
have often gone our own way, listened to lies instead of the truth, and
sought to live life on our own terms. Forgive us our many sins of
thought, word, and action, for the sake of Jesus. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus
Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on
them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us,
bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen. Thanks be to God!



HYMN OF PRAISE
603

We Know That Christ Is Raised
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1 We know that  Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter in His sav - ing death.
3 The Fa-ther's splen - dorclothes the Son with life.
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Em-braced by death, He broke its fear - ful hold;
Re - born, we share with Him an Eas - ter life
The Spir - it’s pow - er shakes the Church of God.
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And our de - spair He turned to blaz - ing joy.
As liv - ing mem - bers  of a liv - ing Christ.
Bap - tized, we live with God the Three in One.
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Al - le - lu - ial
Al - le - lu - ial
Al - le - lu - 1a!

Text: © John B. Geyer. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ
Tune: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray.

People Almighty God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, is the way, and the truth, and

the life. We thank and praise You for His saving work and for the
comfort that He brings to troubled hearts. Help us to be faithful to Him
to death and so to receive life eternal. He lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

MINISTRY MINUTE



 WORD ¥

FIRST READING Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60
(Stephen is stoned and becomes a martyr for Christ.)

! In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among
them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked
in the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and
said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to
wait on tables. 3 Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full
of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them * and will give
our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word."

5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of
the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from
Antioch, a convert to Judaism. ¢ They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed
and laid their hands on them.

7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly,
and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.

8 Now Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power, did great wonders and miraculous
signs among the people. °* Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue
of the Freedmen (as it was called)--Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the
provinces of Cilicia and Asia. These men began to argue with Stephen,

2 To this he replied: "Brothers and fathers, listen to me!

51"You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your
fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit! > Was there ever a prophet your fathers did
not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One.
And now you have betrayed and murdered him-- # you who have received the law that
was put into effect through angels but have not obeyed it."

5 When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. % But
Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus



standing at the right hand of God. 3 "Look," he said, "I see heaven open and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God."

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at
him, * dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses
laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.

% While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." ® Then
he fell on his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he
had said this, he fell asleep.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM
“Christ Is Our Cornerstone” Chandler / Rawsthorne

Christ is our cornerstone on him alone we build;
With his true saints alone the courts of heav’n are filled;
On his great love our hopes we place of present grace and joy above.

Here, gracious God, do thou for evermore draw nigh,
Accept each faithful vow, and mark each suppliant sigh;
In copious show’r on all who pray each holy day thy blessings pour.

O then with hymns of praise these hallow’d courts shall ring;
Our voices will we raise the Three in One to sing;
And thus proclaim in joyful song, both loud and long that glorious name.



EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:2-10
(An exhortation to live lives of Christian love)

2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your
salvation, ® now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.

* As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious
to him-- ® you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ¢ For in
Scripture it says:

"See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in
him will never be put to shame."

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,

"The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone, '
8 and,

"A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall."
they stumble because they disobey the message--which is also what they were destined
for.

° But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to
God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light. ' Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.


http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-peter/2.html

HYMN

For Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran,
Celebrating 50 Years of Ministry, 1965-2015

A Chosen, Precious Cornerstone

Text Copyright © 2015 Stephen P. Starke.
Tune: CORNERSTONE & Setting Copyright © 2015 Carl Schalk
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HOLY GOSPEL John 14:1-14
(Jesus says that He is the way, and the truth, and the life.)

!"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father's
house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to
prepare a place for you. > And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. # You know the way to the
place where I am going."

5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know
the way?"

¢ Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. 7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From
now on, you do know him and have seen him."

8 Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us."

? Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a
long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the
Father'? 1 Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The
words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is
doing his work. 1! Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me;
or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 2 I tell you the truth,
anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater
things than these, because I am going to the Father. * And I will do whatever you ask in
my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. * You may ask me for anything
in my name, and I will do it.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN

526  You Are the Way; Through You Alone
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/john/14.html

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Please stand
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Leader: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

++ + Special Intercessions + + +
Each concluding: Leader: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Leader: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.



OFFERING

During the offering, please sign
the Record of Fellowship found
at the end of each pew

Scan to give online
“Thine Forever, God of Love”

setting by Jacob Weber
Please stand
OFFERTORY
687  Thine Forever, God of Love
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1 Thine for - ev-er, God of love! Hear us
2 Thine for - ev-er!

from Thy throne a - bove;
Oh, how blest They who find in Thee their rest!
3 Thine for - ev-er, Lord of Life! Shield us through our earth - ly strife.

I
Thinefor - ev - er may we be Here and
Sav - 1or, guard-ian, heav’'n-ly friend, O

in e - ter - ni - ty!
Thou,the life,

de-fend us to the end!
the truth, the way, Guide us to the realms of day.

Text and tune: Public domain
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Leader: Almighty God, we thank You for teaching us the things You want us to
believe and do. Help us by Your Holy Spirit to keep Your Word in pure
hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and
comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
People: Amen.

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the
hymn is completed. This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
644 The Church’s one foundation

POSTLUDE
“Joyous Day” John Leavitt

11



Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading;:
Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-35
Find a devotional guide on the readings at https://chapelofthecross.org/devotions

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve
worldwide. www.zondervan.com Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523
Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2025 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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http://www.zondervan.com/

Preacher:
Liturgist:

Lectors:

Acolytes:

Choir:
Director:

Organists:

Accompanist:

Director of the Week:

Serving at Chapel

Ellory Glenn
Matthew Shipman

8:30 a.m. Judy Kooi
11:00 a.m. Edem Ekpo

8:30 a.m. Plaseyh Hallowanger
11:00 a.m. Eve Zvirgzdins

Choral Singers
Matt McEuen

5:00 p.m. Rev. Scott Schilbe
8:30 a.m. John Frank
11:00 a.m. John Frank

John Frank

John Jordan
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
(314) 741-3737 www.chapelofthecross.org
Email: office@chapelofthecross.org

Worship and Christian Education
Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m.
Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1 and 3 and 5" Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m.,
the 2" and 4" and 5" Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,
and the 1% and 3" and 5" Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth — 9:45 a.m.

Chapel Ministry Staff

Home Phone E-mail
Theodore Laesch, Pastor 314-355-0688  pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org
Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor 314-369-8014  ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org
Charles Wallace, Vicar 985-852-7958  vicarchuck@chapelofthecross.org
Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry 314-200-9797  bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org
Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant 314-921-1107  pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord. 314-355-0688  family@chapelofthecross.org

Missions

Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations:

*Friend of Moms *Lutheran Early Response Teams *Helping Hands Food Pantry
Lutheran Chaplains Lutheran Heritage Foundation Lutherans for Life
Concordia Seminary Friends of New Americans Shoebox Ministry
Day 3 Seeds L.AM.P. Lutheran Assoc. of Missionaries KFUO Radio

& Pilots

* indicates special emphasis in 2026

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the
English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
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